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OUR    WINTER  ISSUE. 

On  January  30,  1904,  the  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and 
Deuggist  will  be  published.  The  illuminated  cover  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  printers  since  August,  and  it  will 
be  an  exquisite  accompaniment  to  the  contents  of  the 
number,  especially  any  circulars  or  price-lists  which  are 
entrusted  to  us  for  distribution  to  the  best  12,000  buyers  of 
druggists'  goods  in  the  British  Empire.  That  this  is  an 
effective  way  of  advertising  the  following  letter  shows  : 

The  Publisher,  November  25, 1903. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 

42  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 
Dear  Sir, — We  are  obliged  to  you  for  your  favour.  We  shall 
be  pleased  to  again  take  this  space  for  a  four-page  inset  in  your 
issue  of  January  30,  and,  as  you  say,  you  have  no  need  to  enlarge 
upon  the  excellence  of  these  special  issues  of  yours.  As  we  have 
told  you  before,  we  find  this  one  of  the  most  remunerative 
advertisements  which  we  at  present  have. 

Yours  faithfully, 


Summary 


This  letter  is  from  a  firm  who  have  had  an  inset  in  the 
C.  %  B.  on  previous  occasions,  and  they  are  most  experienced 
advertisers.  Our  Publisher  will  supply  full  information  to 
any  business-house  that  applies  to  him. 


The  Tabloid  Case  iB  not  yet  settled  ;  Mr  Justice  Byrne  has 
cot  yet  given  judgment,  and  it  is  not  known  when  he  will, 
although  he  thought  he  would  have  been  able  to  give  it  last 
Monday. 

Urea  can  be  made  by  boiling  an  aqueous  solution  of  lead 
cyanate.    This  is  a  new  process  (p.  966). 

Women-dispensers  are  said  by  the  Daily  News  to  be  much 
in  demand.    We  question  the  statement  in  a  note  on  p.  975.  " 

Mr.  Charles  Umney  has  succeeded  Mr.  John  J.  Evans  as 
President  of  that  select  wholesale  body — the  Drug  Club.  (p.  979). 

The  Standardisation  op  Disinfectants,  towards  which  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  is  assisting,  is  explained  in  a  note  on 
p.  975. 

The  names  of  a  dozen  Irish  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  drug- 
gists have  been  taken  off  the  register  because  their  addresses  are 
not  known  (p.  989).. 

Mr.  W.  Martin,  of  Southampton,  has  been  fined  under  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts  for  selling  a  four-shilling-and-sixpenny 
box  of  apiol-and-steel  pills  unstamped  (p.  976). 

As  the  result  of  an  assay  of  fifteen  samples  of  cascara  sagrada, 
Mr.  E.  Dowzard  finds  that  the  dried  bark  should  yield  at  least 
30  per  cent,  of  water-soluble  extractive  (p.  990). 

A  Girl  of  sixteen,  who  kept  a  doctor's  shop  in  Glasgow  and 
sold  laudanum  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  female-detective, 
has  been  convicted  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  (p.  976). 

Turpentine- liniment  may  be  quickly  prepared  by  the  method 
described  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Knght  oa  p.  992.  He  dissolves  the  soap 
in  hot  water  and  makes  a  primary  emulsion  with  this. 

The  production  of  olive  oil  in  the  United  States'  is  not  im- 
proving, and  the  Government  agents  have  make  inquiries 
respecting  the  French  and  Italian  methods,  the  results  of  which 
are  epitomised  in  an  article  on  p.  973. 

Australian  Legal  Cases  respecting  Dr.  Williams's  pink  pills, 
Townsend's  sarsaparilla,  and  phosferine  are  reported  cn  p.  991. 
In  the  second  and  third  cases  the  originators  succeeded  in  their 
actions.    The  first  has  still  to  be  tried. 

Another  Three  Months'  Grace  in  respect  to  ailment-name 
liability  is  not  beyond  the  range  of  probability.  The  ,  Grocers' 
Federation  sent  a  deputation  to  Somerset  House  last  week,  and 
received  a  favourable  reply  to  a  suggestion  on  that  point  (p.  989). 

Representatives  of  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  have 
met  Mr.  William  Field,  M.P.,  in  regard  to  the  attempt  made  to 
extend  the  sale  of  agricultural  poisons  to  unqualified  persons, 
and  he  expressed  himself  opposed  to  the  attempt.  Further  action 
is  to  be  taken  (p.  989). 

The  chief  feature  in  the  markets  is  a  more  active  demand  for 
opium  at  a  decline.  German  and  French  refined  camphor  has 
been  advanced,  tartaric  acid  and  cream  of  tartar  are  firmer,  caBtor 
oil  and  peppermint  oil  are  easier.  The  last  drug-auctions  of  the 
year  are  reported  on  p.  985. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Examinations  of  Australia  have  been 
the  subject  of  a  conference  of  New  South  Wales,  Queensland, 
South  Australia,  Victoria,  and  West  Australia  representatives. 
The  meeting  was  held  at  Melbourne,  and  a  common  basis  of 
agreement  was  arrived  at  ip.  992). 

A  4-lb.  Box  (or  more)  of  cough-lozenges  sold  by  the  manufac- 
turer to  the  retailer  will  not  require  to  be  stamped,  so  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  say ;  and  we  suggest  that  they  might  apply  the 
concession  to  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies  put  up 
by  wholesalers  for  retailers  (p.  969). 

The  Ash-yields  of  cimicifuga-rhizome,  colocynth,  cubebs, 
elaterium,  conium-leaves,  lob^ia,  rhubarb,  stramonium-leavese 
and  jaborandi-leaves  were  discussed  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  in  a 
paper  communicated  this  week  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
which  promoted  some  conttoversy  -  p.  964) 

Our  Obituary  Column  contains  references  to  the  late  Mr 
William  Bastick  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Annals  of  Pharmacy, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Mathews,  of  Oxford  and  Queen's  Gardens;  and  Mr. 
Henry  George,  M.A.,  a  drug-traveller  of  distinction,  whose  deatn 
last  Sunday  was  tragically  sudden  (p.  980). 

Extract  of  Chamomile  is  almost  destitute  of  bitterness 
owing  to  the  boiling,  and  so  on,  that  the  B.P.  gives  it.  Professor 
Greenish,  on  behalf  of  the  Butt  scholars,  told  the  Pharmaceutical 
~ociety  on  Tuesday  evening  how  a  liquid  extract  and  a  solid 
extract  may  be  made  which  contain  all  the  properties  of  the 
flowers  (p.  964). 
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Looal  C-W3p9f>ers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  J.  E,  Sturdy,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Sheer- 
nsss-on-Sea,  recently  had  his  shop  front  seriously  damaged 
by  runaway  horses  and  cart  plunging  into  his  shop-window. 

A  gentleman,  who  desires  to  remain  anonymous,  has  pre- 
oented  50,000?.  to  University  College,  London,  to  be  applied 
to  the  promotion  of  higher  scientific  education  and  research. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Tendring  Hundred  Farmers'  Club  at 
Thorpe -le-Soken  last  week,  it  was  resolved  to  ask  the 
County  Council  to  provide  a  chemist  for  the  benefit  of  the 

farmers. 

Charles  March  mont  Richmond  (47),  a  clerk,  has  been 
remanded  at  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  a  charge  of 
embezzling  10s.  6cl.,  the  money  of  his  master,  James  Hicks, 
astronomical-instrument  maker,  8  Hatton  Garden,  Holborn. 

Edward  Baines  (53),  who  for  some  time  past  had  been 
engaged  to  do  odd  jobs  for  Mr.  Spencer  Hargreaves,  chemist 
and  druggist,  36  Upper  Jackson  Street  Hulme,  was  taken  ill 
suddenly,  and  died  at  his  lodgings,  without  having  regained 
consciousness,  from  haemorrhage  of  the  brain. 

-  Messrs.  Tencant  &  Co.  have  secured  a  contract  for  the 
supply  of  1,800  tons  of  sulphuric  acid  to  the  Salford  Town 
Council. — Mr.  J,  Cossey,  chemist,  Norwich,  is  to  supply 
trusses  for  the  next  half-year  to  the  St.  Faith's  Board  of 
Guardians.— Mr.  J.  Cumming,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  to 
supply  drugs  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Crewe. 

At  the  Manchester  Police  Court  on  December  8,  John 
Ballantyne,  MB.,  CM.,  in  practice  at  Gorton,  Manchester, 
was  summoned  for  failing  to  notify  to  the  medical  officer 
several  cases  of  smallpox  he  had  attended.  The  defendant 
said  he  believed  at  the  time  that  the  cases  were  typical  cases  of 
chicken-pox,    He  was  fined  51.  and  costs. 

The  Potteries  tradesmen  have  held  a  conference  at  Hanley 
re  early  closiDg,  and  a  scheme  has  been  drawn  up,  and  if 
two-thirds  can  be  induced  to  sign  an  honourable  agreement 
it  will  be  put  on  trial.  Amongst  the  chemists  participating 
in  the  meeting  was  Mr.  T.  C.  Corn  well.  Briefly  the  sugges- 
tions are  :  Monday,  8  p.m.  ;  Tuesday,  7.30;  Wednesday,  7.30  ; 
Thursday,  1.0;  Friday,  8.0;  Saturday,  10.0. 

The  Birkenhead  Corporation  have  promulgated  a  scheme 
for  acquiring  stables,  horses,  carts,  &c,  to  do  the  scavenging 
for  the  town,  work  hitherto  done  by  contract.  The  scheme 
is  vigorously  opposed  by  the  Birkenhead  Traders'  Council, 
and  at  a  Local  Government  inquiry  held  last  week  Mr.  A.  E. 
Breeze,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  is  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Council,  ably  and  vigorously  presented  the  case  for  the 
traders. 

At  Eastbourne,  on  December  5,  John  Downing  and  Alex- 
andrina  Downing  were  remanded  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a 
morocco  case  containing  two  packs  of  playing-cards  and  a 
bottle  of  perfume,  valued  at  4s.  9^.,  the  property  of  Messrs. 
Davison  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Sussex  Stores.  Evidence 
was  given  by  Alfred  Proctor,  a  chemist's  assistant  employed 
at  the  stores,  who  deposed  that  the  woman  purchased  goods 
of  him  of  the  value  of  sixpence  On  paying  for  them  he  pre. 
BPiifced  her  with  a  bill  for  6s.  Qd.  for  the  articles  she  had  been 
observed  to  take  from  the  counter. 

School-leaving  Certificates. 

The  conference  arranged  by  the  Consultative  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Education  and  representatives  of  professional 
bodiee  regarding  school-leaving  certificates,  was  held  at  the 
Westminster  Palace  Hotel,  S.W.,  on  Friday,  December  4. 
The  bodies  represented  were  the  General  Medical  Council, 
Institutes  of  Actuaries,  Bankers,  and  Chemistry,  Institutions 
of  Civil  Engineers,  of  Electrical  Engineers,  of  Mechanical 
Engineers,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Royal  Institute  of 
British  Architects,  and  Society  of  Accountants  and  Auditors. 
Representatives  of  the  War  Office  and  of  the  Civil  Service 


Commission  were  also  present.  Similar  conferences  with 
representatives  of  universities  and  of  the  teaching  profession 
had  previously  been  held  Lord  Londonderry  welcomed  the 
representatives,  and  thereafter  Sir  W.  Hart-Dyke,  M.P.,  took 
the  chair. 

Boyal  Institution. 
The  lecture  arrangements  at  the  Royal  Institution  after 
Christmas  include  a  course  by  Mr.  A.  D.  Hall  on  "  Recent 
Research  in  Agriculture";  three  lectures  on  '-Electrical 
Methods  of  Measuring  Temperature,"  by  Professor  H.  L. 
Callendar;  and  six  lectures  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Rayleigh 
on  "  The  Life  and  Work  of  Stokes."  The  Friday  eveniDg 
meetings  will  begin  on  January  15,  when  a  discourse  will  be 
delivered  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Rayleigh  on  "Shadows"; 
succeeding  discourses  will  probably  be  given  by  the  Rev. 
Walter  Sidgreaves,  Mr.  D.  G.  Hogarth,  Mr.  Alfred  Austin,  the 
Dean  of  Westminster,  Mr.  H.  Brereton  Baker,  Mr.  Alexander 
Siemens,  Professor  W.  Stirling,  Professor  F.  T.  Trouton,  Mr. 
Henry  Arthur  Jones,  and  Professor  Dewar. 

Spectacle-makers'  Company. 

Alderman  Sir  George  Faudel-Phillips,  the  Chairman,  pre- 
sided at  a  meeting  on  December  8,  at  the  Mansion  House, 
of  the  special  sight-testing  committee  appointed  by  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Company  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
ir  cludiDg  sight-testiDg  in  the  company's  syllabus.  Professor 
Silvanus  Thompson  and  Mr.  Lionel  Laurence  gave  evidence 
in  fa\our  of  the  proposal.  Several  oiher  witnesses  examined 
by  the  committee  have  also  expressed  themselves,  under 
certain  limitations,  in  support  of  the  movement,  in  regard  to 
which  cculists  and  the  trade  will  be  consulted. 

A  Chemist's  Death. 

An  adjourned  inquest  was  held  at  Brighton,  on  Decem- 
ber 7,  cn  William  Mathie,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Glasgow.  The  deceased  was  found  unconscious  on  a  seat 
on  the  Esplanade,  and  when  the  inquest  was  first  opened  the 
body  had  not  been  identified.  The  stomach  had  since  been 
analysed  but  there  were  no  traces  of  poison.  The  deceased 
was  virtually  in  a  state  of  starvation,  and  a  verdict  was 
returned  to  the  effect  that  death  was  due  to  starvation  and 
exposure.  The  body  was  identified  by  a  brother  from  a 
photograph. 

Doctors  and  Advertising. 

In  the  course  of  a  lecture  to  the  members  of  the  Sheffield 
Microscopical  Society  on  "  The  Significance  of  the  Common 
Urinary  Deposits,"  Dr.  F.  H.  Waddy,  D.P.H ,  after  ex- 
plaining the  view  propounded  by  Haig  on  the  retention 
of  uric  acid,  said,  on  the  strength  of  this  theory,  one 
enterprising  American  firm  of  druggists  is  pushing,  in 
connection  with  the  solvent  and  eliminant  method  of 
treatment,  a  proprietary  article  called  "  Thialion  "  by  direct 
advertisement.  There  are  other  firms  who  employ  the  same 
information  to  their  own  advantage  in  a  manner  which  must 
prove,  he  said,  very  misleading  to  the  public.  No  one,  he 
continued,  can  dispute  that  this  introductory  physiological 
treatise  is  really  very  much  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
he  had  explained,  but  the  application  which  is  made  of  them 
is  very  misleading.  The  report  of  a  case  detailed  in  the 
testimonial  given  in  an  advertisement  which  he  read  was  full 
of  incorrect  expressions  from  which  erroneous  inferences 
might  be  drawn.  To  ascribe  to  disease  of  the  kidneys  every 
pain  in  the  back  and  all  the  other  symptoms  in  the  list  he 
read  from  a  certain  well-known  advertisement  is  manifestly 
wrong.  In  point  of  fact  a  sudden  severe  pain  in  the  back  is 
in  90  per  cent,  of  cases  to  be  located  in  the  external 
muscular  structures,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  most  for- 
midable diseases  originating  in  the  kidneys  usually  run  their 
course  without  any  symptoms  which  can  be  by  the  patient 
referred  directly  to  those  organs. 

Thefts. 

At  Leeds  Assizes,  on  December  5,  John  Boyne,  labouer 
(21),  was  committed  to  gaol  for  twelve  months  for  stealing 
several  articles  from  the  shop-window  of  Boots,  Cash 
Chemists  (Limited),  Leeds. 

At  the  Taunton  Petty  Se.  sions  on  December  5,  William 
Stevens  (13)  was  charged  with  having  stolen  31.  9s.  3d.,  the 
moneys  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Gregory  &  Wren,  chemists 
and  druggists.    Accordicg  to  evidence  of  Mr.  Hercert 
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Abraham,  chemist  and  druggist,  Messrs.  Gregory  &  Wren's 
manager,  pilfering  had  been  going  on  since  the  middle  of 
August.  Stevens  was  suspected,  and  eventually  admitted 
the  theft.    He  was  sent  to  a  reformatory  school  or  ship. 

At  Crewe  Police  Court  on  December  5,  Laurence  Allen 
(13)  was  charged  with  stealing  6*.  Id.,  the  moneys  of 
Messrs.  Russell  &  Andress,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  Earle 
Street,  Crewe.  Mr.  Richard  Andress,  chemist  and  druggist, 
said  prisoner  had  been  in  his  employ  as  an  errand-boy  since 
February  last.  For  several  months  they  had  missed  various 
sums  of  money  from  the  till  and  sundry  articles  from  the 
shop.  Money  was  marked,  and  the  boy  when  caught  made 
a  voluntary  statement  to  the  police  to  the  effect  that  during 
the  last  ten  months  he  had  stolen  over  101.  from  the  till. 
He  had  also  appropriated  a  large  quantity  of  pastilles, 
perfumery,  soap,  and  other  articles  from  the  shop,  and  had 
given  them  away.  He  was  ordered  to  receive  twelve  strokes 
with  the  birch. 

Fire. 

A  serious  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  P.  L.  Coates, 
chemist,  High  Street,  Heckmondwike,  early  on  Thursday 
morning,  December  3.  The  outbreak  originated  at  the  rear 
of  the  premises,  and  Mr.  Coates  escaped  from  the  bedroom  by 
getting  through  the  window  and  sliding  down  tho  fall-pipe. 
A  brother  from  Nottingham,  who  was  staying  with  him, 
jumped  from  the  window  and  fell  heavily  to  the  ground, 
fracturing  his  ankle.  The  flames  were  eventually  subdued  by 
the  Heckmondwike  Fire-brigade,  but  not  before  damage  to 
the  extent  of  200?.  had  been  done  to  the  furniture,  &c.  This 
was  not  covered  by  insurance.  The  chemist's  stock,  which 
was  insured,  was  uninjured. 

Poor-Law  Items 
Mr.  J.    Gauld  has  been   appointed  dispenser  to  the 
Guardians  of  the  township  of  Toxteth  Paik,  Liverpool. 

At  a  meeting  of  Mitford  and  Launditch  Board  of  Guardians 
recently  the  application  of  the  medical  officer  (Dr.  Rackham) 
for  an  increase  of  salary  was  discussed.  The  Finance  Com- 
mittee reported  that  they  saw  no  reason  for  increasing  the 
doctor's  salary.  The  chairman  of  the  Board  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  committee's  report;  and  Mr.  Caird,  in  seconding, 
said  the  doctor  based  his  application  for  an  increase  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  more  work  and  more  physic  required 
than  previously.  Dr.  Rackham  received  his  appointment  in 
1895.  At  that  time  the  average  number  of  inmates  was  206, 
whereas  at  the  present  time  they  numbered  116  only,  so  that 
there  were  now  ninety  inmates  less  than  when  the  doctor 
accepted  the  appointment.  His  visits,  including  urgent  calls, 
numbered  for  the  year  180,  or  eleven  a  month.  For  ten  of 
them  he  received  the  special  fee  of  11.,  and,  taking  those 
extra  fees  into  consideration,  it  was  found  that  he  was  paid 
10s.  6i.  for  each  visit  to  the  house,  less  the  cost  of  medicine. 
The  question  of  medicine  was  rather  a  complicated  one. 
They  were  told  that  the  doctor  supplied  250  bottles  a  year, 
and  the  books  showed  that  215  were  received ;  while,  in 
addition  to  that,  they  found,  on  reference  to  the  balance- 
sheet,  they  paid  47/.  18s.  6:1.  for  drugs,  &c,  which  came  into 
the  house,  so  it  would  be  seen  that  the  inmates  were  well 
physicked.  Under  all  those  circumstances,  he  thought  it 
would  be  very  unwise  for  the  Board  to  increase  the  doctor's 
salary,  and  he  was  also  of  opinion  that  Dr.  Rackham  was 
unwise  to  ask  for  it.  It  was  decided  not  to  increase  the 
salary.  Dr.  Rackham  at  once  resigned,  and  the  Board  have 
decided  to  advertise  for  another  medical  officer. 

Boots  in  Hull. 

Boots  (Limited)  have  just  opened  a  branch  in  King 
Edward  Street,  Hull.  With  the  exception  of  their  Leeds 
branch,  this  is  probably  their  finest  shop.  The  street  is  new, 
both  in  name  and  existence,  much  slum  property  having  been 
demolished  to  form  the  street— by  far  the  finest  in  Hull. 
The  premises  have  been  built  especially  for  Messrs.  Boots. 
They  are  at  the  city  tram-terminus.  Many  of  the  good  old 
businesses  on  the  main  roads  have  lost  much  trade  since  the 
advent  of  the  electric  cars,  as  this  quick  and  cheap  means 
of  transit  takes  many  customers  past  their  doors  to  the 
more  favoured  centre  of  the  city.  Rents  and  taxes  are 
enormous  in  the  new  street,  and  the  ordinary  business  of 
a  chemist  and  druggist  could  not  possibly  maintain  a  shop  in 
such  a  street.    Boots's  first  window- display  is  fine.  One 


side  only  is  given  over  to  things  pharmaceutical  in  part, 
i  The  show  includes  emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil  in  cartons, 
scented  soap,  and  other  druggists'  sundries.  The  other 
window  is  entirely  given  over  to  silverware,  fancy  stationery, 
books.  &c.  The  display  has  caused  much  attraction.  The 
chemists  and  druggists  of  Hull  do  not  as  a  rule  make  much 
window-display,  the  principal  business  in  the  city  contenting 
itself  with  wire  blinds,  mahogany  fittings,  and  the  coloured 
carboys. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  run  on  chilblain-remedies  has  been  great  duririg  the 
past  week. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Tullett,  who  received  such  a  hearty  send-off 
from  his  colleagues,  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  was  at 
one  time  well  known  amongst  Birmingham  pharmacists,  and 
often  sang  a  good  song  at  their  socials. 

It  is  rumoured  that  Messrs.  Boots  (Limited)  have  taken 
the  premises  of  the  old-established  business  of  Morris, 
Banks  &  Co.,  Bull  Ring.  They  are  to  be  used  as  a  central 
depot,  for  which  they  are  admirably  suited,  owing  to  the 
extensive  warehouses,  which  run  back  some  hundreds  of 
feet. 

The  death  is  announced  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Wills,  J. P.  (brother 
of  Mr.  Justice  Wills),  who  at  the  close  of  his  college  caree.v 
devoted  himself  to  chemical  research,  afterwards  becoming 
partner  with  Mr.  Bailey,  a  chemical-manufacturer,  of 
Wolverhampton.  He  subsequently  left  chemistry  and  pur- 
chased an  edge-tool  business. 

Alleged  Embezzlement. 

At  North  London  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  Robert  Sothern 
(32),  who  said  he  had  been  in  business  for  himself  as  a 
chemist  at  Westbourne  Grove,  was  charged  on  a  warrant 
with  embezzling  19s.  received  by  him  for  and  on  account  of 
his  employers  Marion,  James  &  Ker,  manufacturing  chemists, 
Hackney.  The  evidence  was  that  on  June  8  the  prisoner, 
who  was  in  the  employ  of  the  prosecutors  as  traveller  at  5s. 
per  week  and  commission,  received  19s  from  a  chemist  at 
St.  John's  Road,  Clapham  Junction,  which  he  had  failed  to 
pay  in.  The  prisoner  admitted  this,  but  added  that  he  had 
paid  in  the  balances  of  what  he  had  collected  after  deducting 
his  salary  and  commissions.  He  added  that  for  three 
weeks  he  had  no  salary  or  commission,  and  he  was  bound  to 
have  some  moneys  to  go  on  with.  The  manager  o£  the  firm 
said  that  all  allowances  had  been  made,  but  of  course  the  . 
prisoner  was  not  paid  if  he  did  not  earn  anything.  The 
prisoner  said  he  had  earned  all  he  got.  Mr.  Dickinson 
(magistrate)  said  there  must  be  a  remand  to  enable  the 
parties  to  complete  their  evidence  for  and  against.  The 
Magistrate  asked  how  the  police  had  been  so  long  in 
executing  the  warant.  A  detective-sergeant  said  he  had 
been  searching  for  the  accused  ever  since  July.  The 
Prisoner :  And  I  have  been  up  and  down  London  all  the 
time,  travelling  for  a  firm  who  pay  me  21.  15s.  per  week. 

The  Doctor's  Theory. 

At  the  Midland  Hotel,  Buxton,  on  December  fl,  Mr.  Sydney 
Taylor  (Coroner)  held  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
attending  the  death  of  Kathleen  Kelly  (23),  a  barmaid. 
Dr.  William  Tweed  Hannah,  who  attended  the  deceased, 
said  she  complained  very  much  of  her  hands  and  arms. 
They  were  tightly  drawn.  There  was  very  great  thirst,  and 
she  had  been  drinking  a  great  amount  of  soda-water.  The 
symptoms  pointed  to  lead-poisoning.  He  thought  the  soda- 
water  might  have  contained  lead  from  the  tap.  There  was 
no  doubt  about  the  cause  of  death.  He  had  made  an 
autopsy.  In  one  portion  of  the  bowel  there  was  a  perfora- 
tion, an  obstruction  of  the  large  bowel,  and  ulceration  of  the 
small  bowel.  Perforation  of  the  bowel  was  the  actual  cause 
of  c"eath.  Without  an  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  he  could  not  say  actually  that  there  was  lead-poison- 
ing. In  reply  to  a  juror,  he  said  he  believed  it  was  syphon-scda 
that  deceased  drank.  The  juror  explained  that  he  drank  a 
great  deal  of  syphon-soda,  and  he  had  had  all  the  symptoms, 
described.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  was  that,  deceased  died 
from  perforation  of  the  bowel  resulting  from  ulceration  of 
the  intestinal  system.  [We  imagine  it  would  be  difficult  for 
the  doctor  or  the  juror  to  find  syphons  with  leaden  taps 
nowadays.    Block  tin  is  generally  r.sed. — Editof.] 
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The  Week's  Poisonings. 

The  death-roll  from  poisons  this  week  records  nine 
victims,  all  but  one  being  suicides.  Four  of  the  deaths 
were  due  to  carbolic  acid.  William  Andrews  (of  Reddish), 
John  Jinks  (of  Stockport),  Hannah  Wilson  (of  Manchester), 
and  Mary  Ann  Spruce  (of  Birkenhead)  each  took  a  fatal 
dose.  At  the  inquest  on  the  last-named — a  domestic 
servant — the  Deputy-Coroner  (Mr  A.  F.  Cotton)  said  that 
the  ease  with  which  people  could  purchase  carbolic  acid 
was  most  distressing.  He  regretted  that  the  Legislature 
appeared  to  have  made  up  their  minds  to  do  nothing  in 
the  matter,  and  also  that  the  chemist  who  sold  the  carbolic 
acid  had  not  been  traced.  The  Foreman  of  the  Jury  said 
that  the  restrictions  upon  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  should  be 
stronger.  The  Coroner  said  they  heard  that  remark  from 
juries  all  over  the  country,  but  the  Legislature  are 
apparently  quite  satisfied,  and  did  not  seem  inclined  to 
move.  The  police  stated  that  they  did  not  think  the  poison 
was  obtained  from  a  chemist ;  they  were  of  opinion  that  it 
was  purchased  from  a  stores.  Philip  John  Arrall,  of  South- 
wark,  who  had  been  strange  in  his  manner,  took  an  overdose 
of  laudanum.  Elizabeth  Henley,  of  Paddington,  was 
partially  incapacitated  by  paralysis,  and  committed  suicide 
with  oxalic  acid.  Liquid  ammonia  caused  the  death  of 
Margaret  Williams,  of  Moss-side,  Manchester.  "  Two  spoon- 
fuls "  of  hydrochloric  acid  was  taken  by  Annie  Black,  of 
Woolwich,  whose  sweetheart  had  jilted  her.  Frederick 
Owens,  a  lithographic  artist  at  Liverpool,  accidentally  drank 
a  fatal  quantity  of  nitric  acid  in  mistake  for  medicine,  and 
died  the  same  evening. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Professor  C.  E.  C.  Tichborne  and  Sir  Chas.  Cameron  have 
been  elected  on  the  Committee  of  Science  and  its  Industrial 
Applications  in  connection  with  the  Royal  Dublin  Society. 

Business  Changes. 

Messrs.  Taaffe's  Medical  Hall,  Londonderry,  has  been 
moved  to  the  New  Buildings,  Victoria  Market,  Strand. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Howe,  M.P.S.I.,  who  recently  won  the  gold 
medal  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  will  shortly 
open  a  medical  hall  in  West  Street,  Carrickfergus. 

Tenders  Wanted. 

The  Governors  of  the  Enniscorfchy  Lunatic  Asylum  invite 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  The  tenders  will 
be  considered  on  December  16. 

The  Charge  of  Forgery. 

As  reported  in  the  C.  B.  of  December  5,  Alexander 
Kirkland,  at  the  Dublin  Commission  Court  last  week,  pleaded 
guilty  to  a  charge  of  having  forged  and  uttered  a  receipt  for 
money  while  employed  as  manager  of  the  drug-department 
of  Messrs.  Hugh  Moore  &  Alexander,  Dublin.  On  Decem- 
ber 4  Mr.  Justice  Kenny  sentenced  the  accused  to  sixteen 
months'  imprisonment. 

Poisoning-charge. 

A  man  named  Stephen  Morton,  labourer,  aged  twenty-five, 
has  been  arrested  at  Bawnboy  (co.  Cavan)  on  the  charge  of 
poisoning  a  widow  named  Bridget  Caraher,  of  Caraboe.  At 
the  preliminary  magisterial  investigation  evidence  was  given 
by  Mr.  William  Burns,  chemist,  that  Morton  purchased 
from  him  a  quantity  of  powdered  cantharides,  and  it  is 
alleged  that  prisoner  administered  some  of  the  drug  to  the 
deceased. 

The  Question  of  Salaries. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Guardians  it  was 
decided  to  increase  the  salary  of  Mr.  W.  Thorpe,  analyst, 
from  10/.  to  20/.  per  annum. 


The  Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Trim  Board  of  Guardians  to  increase  the  salary 
of  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  drug-analyst,  from  81.  to  10/.  per 
annum. 

Mr.  J.  F.  McGuire,  pharmaceutical  chemist  to  the  Listowel 
Dispensary,  has  applied  for  an  increase  of  20/.  per  annum  in 
his  salary  on  the  ground  oE  increased  duty,  long  service,  and 
care  and  economy  in  his  work. 


Scotcb  mew0. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Parish  Council  on 
December  7  Councillor  Richard  Clark,  of  Raimes,  Clark 
&  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Edinburgh,  was  elected  for 
the  tenth  time  Chairman  of  the  Council.  Mr.  Clark  was 
likewise  reappointed  Chairman  of  the  Edinburgh  District 
Lunacy  Board. 

Optical  Classes. 

In  connection  with  the  optical  tutorial  class  announced  in 
last  week's  C.  $  B.,  Mr.  P.  Mitchell,  chemist,  Dumbarton, 
informs  us  that  the  British  Optical  Association  will  hold 
practical  classes  and  also  their  examination  in  Glasgow,  as 
well  as  in  London.  Chemists  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  opportuntity  for  taking  the  diploma  can  obtain  all 
particulars  from  Mr.  Mitchell. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club. 

The  twelfth  annual  smoking-concert  in  connection  with  this 
club  will  be  held  on  December  14  in  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Market 
Street,  Edinburgh.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Peter  Boa, 
Hon.  President  of  the  club,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  committee  in 
charge  have  succeeded  in  securing  an  excellent  selection  of 
talent,  and  the  smoker  promises  to  surpass  all  former 
efforts. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  Wm.  Ogilvie,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Dewar,  in  Forrest  Road,  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Nicol,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
business  so  long  carried  on  at  Invergordon  by  the  late  Mr. 
Robert  Sinclair. 

Mr.  Robert  Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  business  at  106  North  High  Street,  Musselburgh, 
formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Dundee  Items. 

When  the  thaw  came  on  December  7  it  was  discovered 
that  the  projecting  bracket  carrying  the  mortar  sign  on 
Mr.  Chas.  Kerr's  shop  in  Nethergate  was  hanging  in  a 
dangerous  position.  Mr.  Kerr  attributes  the  phenomenon  to 
a  sinking  of  the  Royal  Hotel  building,  of  which  his  pharmacy 
forms  a  part. 

On  December  2  a  jute-laden  lorry  was  passing  into  North 
Tay  Street  from  South  Tay  Street,  when  the  horse  became 
unmanageable,  with  the  result  that  the  vehicle  was  upset, 
the  bales  being  thrown  upon  the  pavement.  Part  of  the 
material  crashed  through  the  window  of  Mr.  John  Hodge, 
chemist  and  druggist.    The  damage  done  was  considerable. 

A  local  chemist  has  written  to  Somerset  House  asking 
repayment  of  a  sum  paid  privately  some  time  ago  on  account 
of  a  preparation  said  on  the  label  to  be  "  for  coughs"  and 
on  a  handbill  "for  a  tickling  cough."  He  maintains  that  as 
the  active  ingredients  were  named  on  the  label  he  had  not 
incurred  liability. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

"  The  Cry  of  the  Consumptive "  fund  of  the  Glasgow 
Evening  News  has  this  week  reached  15,934  shillings. 

"Businesses  for  sale  "  never  were  so  plentiful  in  Glasgow; 
but  buyers  are  scarce. 
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Miss  M.  Macnie  has  taken  over  the  business  of  the  late 
Mr.  G.  Muir  at  166  Cumberland  Street,  S.S.,  which  she  will 
carry  on  as  a  branch.  This  is  the  first  instance  of  a  lady- 
chemist  having  two  shops  in  Scotland. 

Educating  Mr.  Bryce. 

A  deputation  representing  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  and  consisting  of  Messrs.  Win.  Giles  (President), 
James  Paterson  (Treasurer),  and  John  Black  (Rosemount 
Place),  waited  upon  Mr.  Bryce,  M.P.,  in  the  Grand  Hotel, 
Aberdeen,  on  December  4,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  his 
views  on  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  principal  point  the 
deputation  emphasised  was  Clause  7  of  the  Bill,  to  prevent 
companies  trading  as  chemists.  After  hearing  the  deputa- 
tion, Mr.  Bryce  expressed  concurrence  with  their  views,  and 
said  when  the  Bill  came  up  he  would  give  the  matter  his 
best  attention. 


ffrencb  1t*ew0. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


London  Correspondence  in  French  Dailies. — The 
London  correspondent  of  the  Echo  de  Paris,  referring  to 
Curie  and  his  wife  anent  their  visit  to  London,  thought  it 
well  to  inform  readers  that  M.  and  Mme.  "  Currie  "  are  not 
English,  as  is  often  supposed. 

Paris  Newspaper  Advertising  often  takes  the  form  of 
articles  in  the  text  of  the  journal ;  the  words  "  Com- 
municated "  or  "  Advt."  not  being  considered  necessary.  As 
an  example  of  the  extent  to  which  this  is  carried,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  every  leading  Paris  daily  published  last  week 
in  the  best  portion  of  the  paper  what  was  nominally  a 
scientific  article  on  chest-diseases  and  tuberculosis.  A 
casual  reference  in  the  concluding  paragraphs,  however, 
mentioned  a  certain  pharmacist  of  Saint-Menehould,  whose 
"  pastilles  "  are  of  world-wide  reputation. 

Treasure-trove  and  Professional  Probity. — A  phar- 
macy student  purchased  some  second-hand  scientific  text- 
books last  week  at  one  of  the  bookstalls  which  occupy  the 
well-known  arcade  around  the  Odeon  Theatre,  in  the  Latin 
quarter  of  Paris.  On  scanning  the  works  on  his  arrival  home 
he  found  among  the  leaves  of  one  of  the  books  French  bank- 
notes for  a  considerable  amount.  He  immediately  handed 
this  treasure-trove  to  the  Commissary  of  Police,  with  a  view- 
to  restoring  them  to  their  rightful  owner.  The  official  com- 
plimented him  warmly  on  his  "  act  of  probity." 

Regulating  Prices — The  action  regarding  the  protection 
of  prices  of  patent  medicines,  referred  to  in  this  column  re- 
cently, in  which  MM.  Fumoaze  Freres  gained  the  day  in  an 
action  brought  with  a  view  to  preventing  them  from  protecting 
the  retail  selling- prices  of  their  pharmaceutical  specialities, 
has  aroused  a  good  deal  of  interest,  and  is  probably  the  most 
important  step  taken  so  far  to  prevent  undue  cutting  in 
France.  MM.  Fumouze  Freres  have  now  published  an 
instructive  statement  on  the  subject,  drawn  up  for  them  by 
M.  Louis  Renault,  a  distinguished  professor  at  the  Paris 
Law  Faculty,  which,  however,  resumes  itself  into  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  their  point  of  view. 

Warlike  Microbes.— The  recent  rumours  that  the 
Macedonians  had  decided  to  employ  "  virulent  plague 
bacilli "  in  their  struggle  against  the  Turks  induced 
M.  Emile  Gautier,  a  popular  writer  in  sciences,  to  publish  an 
article  in  the  Journal  (a  widely  circulated  Parisian  daily) 
on  the  question  of  the  possibility  and  morality  of  employing 
pathogenic  bacilli  as  war-agents — an  idea  which,  he 
remarked,  seemed  to  have  originated  with  M.  Denayrouze 
(a  Frenchman)  in  1887.  The  article  brought  its  author  a 
number  of  letters,  and,  among  others,  a  remarkable  docu- 
ment communicated  by  Dr.  Lomier.  This  was  a  circular 
addressed  in  March,  1804,  to  the  commissaries  and  other 
coast  officials  at  the  French  Channel  ports.  It  is  dated 
from  Boulogne,  and  appears  to  emanate  from  "  the  head 
commissary  acting  as  chief  of  the  Navy  Department"  at 
that  port.  It  commences  :  "  Citizen, — The  English  Govern- 
ment intends  to  throw  upon  the  French  coasts  six  or  seven 
hundred  bales  of  wool  collected  in  a  country  where  the 
plague  is  ragirjg,"  and  gives  the  strictest  orders  that  all 


bales  of  this  kind  found  on  the  shore  are  to  be  reported, 
isolated,  and  destroyed.  It  is  signed  "  Eden."  Dr.  Lomier 
frankly  confesses  that,  although  he  has  for  long  years 
interrogated  every  likely  person,  he  has  never  been  able  to 
find  that  the  issue  of  the  circular  was  caused  by  aught  else 
than  the  distracted  and  Anglophobic  imagination  of  citizen 
Eden. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  Bern 


Pharmaceutical  Pensions. — The  Hungarian  Medical 
Board  propose  to  benefit  the  Pharmaceutical  Pension  Fund 
by  getting  chemists  to  fix  a  half-farthing  stamp  to  each 
prescription  they  dispense. 

New  Russian  Mineral-springs. — In  the  district  of 
Igumen,  says  the  Sviet,  on  the  Nad  Nieman  estate,  three 
mineral-wells  have  been  accidentally  discovered,  the  chemical 
constitution  of  whose  waters  identifies  them  with  the  great 
iron-containing  wells  such  as  the  Scwalbach,  Oresa,  and  Spa. 

German  Pharmacists'  Representations. — The  Prussian 
Chamber  of  Pharmacists'  Committee  lately  petitioned  the 
Minister  of  Instruction  to  allow  them  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  requested  also  that  the  Tech- 
nical Commission  on  pharmaceutical  affairs  might  be  organised 
differently.    The  Minister  has  replied,  "  No,  thank  you  " 

Burnt  Chemicals. — On  November  2  a  fire  broke  out  in 
the  first-floor  room  in  Chira  Bazar,  Bombay,  and  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  the  room  and  of  chemicals  stored  in  it. 
The  building,  which  is  a  one-storeyed  chowl,  is  owned  by 
three  Parhan  brothers,  and  the  room  was  rented  by  Hoshangji 
Sorabji  Kotewal,  who  used  it  as  a  godown  for  chemicals.  It 
is  believed  that  a  stray  spark  from  a  cracker  might  have 
caused  the  fire.  The  owner  of  the  chemical-stores  estimates 
the  damage  to  his  goods  at  Rs.  8,000 ;  while  the  damage  to 
the  building  is  estimated  at  Rs.  2,000. 

Privileges  op  the  Old  Pharmacies  of  Lombardy. — 
Signora  Rosa  Boggialli,  proprietress  of  the  Suardi  Pharmacy 
in  Lodi,  complained  that  an  opposition  pharmacy  had  been 
started  in  the  same  quarter  as  hers,  and  the  newcomers 
were  ordered  to  at  once  shut  up  shop.  This  decision  was 
given  in  accordance  with  the  old  patrimonial  privileges  of 
the  pharmacies  in  Lombardy  existing  previous  to  the 
Austrian  decree  of  August  10,  1835.  Such  privileges  were 
to  cease  after  the  State  had  indemnified  the  original 
chemists,  when  the  free  exercise  of  the  business  was  to  be 
inaugurated.  An  appeal  is  expected,  says  the  Bcllctino 
Chimico  Farmaceutioo. 

Imperfectly  Specified.— One  of  the  Sultan's  eunuchs,  a 
white  man,  has  fallen  into  disgrace  in  an  amusing  fashion, 
Recently  he  sent  to  Vienna  for  a  specimen  of  hair-powder. 
The  apothecary  sent  a  sample,  but  neglected  to  specify  the 
nature  of  the  powder,  as  is  usually  done  in  consignments 
of  this  kind.  The  officials  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  the 
courier  eyed  the  packet  suspiciously,  and,  not  liking  the  smell, 
became  frightened,  and  immediately  wrote  out  a  false  report, 
which  they  labelled  "Powder  in  use  among  Anarchists." 
The  eunuch  was  imprisoned,  while  the  powder  was  sent,  with 
a  thousand  precautions,  to  the  Imperial  chemist.  An  inquiry 
was  started.  Fear  spread  to  the  four  corners  of  the  palace, 
and,  although  the  mistake  was  found  out,  the  eunuch  fell 
from  favour,  and  has  been  exiled  to  a  vilayet  of  Asia  Minor. 

Austrian  Pharmacy  Reform. — A  revised  bill  on  this 
subject  has  been  laid  before  the  Austrian  Parliament,  and 
has  gone  to  the  Health  Committee  for  discussion.  The  bill 
differs  in  many  respects  from  the  proposed  bill  which 
was  the  subject  of  a  written  inquiry  in  March.  The  most 
important  alteration  is  that  in  the  new  proposed  bill,  when  a 
pharmacy  passes  into  other  hands  an  official  valuation  of 
the  pharmacy  will  no  longer  be  necessary.  In  future  a 
pharmacist  desirous  of  obtaining  a  concession  for  a  new 
pharmacy  must  have  had  at  least  ten  years'  experience  in  a 
pharmacy  after  having  obtained  the  degree  of  magister  of 
pharmacy,  whereas  for  carrying  on  a  pharmacy  already 
existing  an  experience  of  at  least  five  years  will  suffice. 
The  provisions  of  the  bill  in  respect  to  doctors  are  not 
approved  of  by  pharmacists. 
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Grafce  IRotes, 


A  Tabloid  containing  ^  gr.  mercuric  chloride  and  2-J  grs. 
potassium  iodide  has  been  added  to  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.'s  series. 

"Eed-cross  Powders  "  are  introduced  to  our  subscribers 
this  week  by  the  Ked-cross  Powder  Company  (Limited), 
1  Hockley  Street,  Birmingham,  who  offer  special  terms  to  new 
customers  who  give  orders  on  or  before  January  1,  1904. 

Radium  and  Thorium  Salts  are  at  present  much  used 
therapeutic  agents,  and  it  will  be  noticed  from  an  announce- 
ment in  this  issue  that  Messrs.  Beynolds  &  Branson  (Limited), 
14  Commercial  Street,  Leeds,  give  quotations  and.  illustra- 
tions of  the  substances  and  apparatus  for  using  them. 

Good  Christmas  Cigars  are  offered  by  Messrs.  Ingram  & 
Royle  (Limited),  26  Upper  Thames  Street,  E.C.,  at  trade  terms 
to  their  friends  in  the  drug-trade.  They  have  a  full  stock  of 
Louis  Tinchants  in  all  sizes  and  in  excellent  condition,  besides 
J.  S.  Murias  and  Egyptian  cigarettes  made  by  Messrs.  Chelmis 
&  Co.,  of  Cairo. 

"Photography"  Christmas  number  is  a  beautiful  pro- 
duction, the  printing  being  excellent.  It  is  copiously 
illustrated  by  half-tone  blocks,  and  has  amongst  the  literary 
contents  articles  on  "The  Hands  in  Portraiture,"  "Photo- 
graphy in  a  Wood,"  and  "  W.  Rawlings — a  Photographer  of 
Winter."    The  number  is  published  at  Is. 

The  Vinolia  Company  inform  us  that  owiDg  to  the 
demand  for  their  "  Bouquet "  Vinolia  soap  they  have  re- 
duced the  price  from  10*.  6d.  to  9s.  6^.  per  dozen  boxes  of 
three  tablets,  subject  to  the  usual  discounts.  As  this  soap 
retails  at  Is  per  box,  it  shows  a  profit  of  about  30  per  cent, 
to  the  retailer,  which  will  be  appreciated  in  these  days. 

Test-types. — Messrs.  F.  Darton  &  Co.,  142  St.  John 
Street,  Clerkenwell,  E.C.,  call  our  attention  to  an  idea  they  have 
carried  out  with  reading  test-type.  Each  case  of  test-types 
has  fastened  in  it  six  cards  on  the  top  of  each  other.  When 
the  top  ones  get  dirty  from  use  they  are  removed,  and  a  fresh 
card  is  brought  into  use.  The  test-type  covers,  with  six 
cards,  cost  2s.  6d.  Further  supplies  of  new  type-cards  are 
also  obtainable. 

A  New  Respirator. — Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  89  South- 
wark  Street,  S.E.,  have  sent  us  a  sample  of  Dr.  Levett's 
respirator,  which  possesses  some  novel  attributes.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  a  soft  woollen  arrangement  which  may  be 
washed  periodically.  It  fits  closely  but  not  uncomfortably 
over  the  mouth,  and  will  be  grateful  and  comforting  during 
cold  or  foggy  weather  to  persons  with  tluoat  or  lung  troubles. 
The  respirator  is  packed  in  a  box  to  retail  at  Qd. 

Christmas  Holidays. — Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umney  (Limited),  48  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  announce  that 
their  offices  and  warehouses  will  be  closed  on  December  25 
and  26,  and  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  December  30 
and  31,  the  two  latter  days  being  for  the  purpose  of  stock- 
taking. Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons  (Limited),  of  Stratford  and 
Ilf ord,  intimate  that  they  will  be  closed  on  December  25  and 
26  for  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  on  Thursday,  December  31, 
for  stocktaking. 

The  Veno  Remedies. — Samples  of  Veno's  Lightning  cough- 
cure  and  of  Veno's  seaweed  tome  have  reached  us,  together 
with  an  abundance  of  advertising  -  material  that  speaks 
volumes  for  the  energy  of  the  proprietor.  The  cough-cure  is 
a  clear  reddish-brown  liquid  which,  according  to  the  analysis 
of  Mr.  W.  Lascelles-Scott,  "  owes  its  effectiveness  mainly  to 
the  joint  action  of  certain  salines  and  the  extract  of  a  peculiar 
and  little-known  American  plant."  Both  the  cough-cure  and 
the  seaweed  tonic  are  being  persistently  and  extensively 
advertised,  and  P.A.T.A.  protection  assures  a  fair  profit  on 
the  sale  of  the  remedies  by  retail  chemists.  The  proprietor  is 
Mr.  W.  H.  Veno,  59  Cedar  Street,  Hulme,  Manchester. 


The  cutch  factory  of  the  Island  Trading  Syndicate  at  Brunei, 
Borneo,  exported  over  12,000  boxes  of  cutch  during  1902,  and  paid 
a  dividend  of  10  per  cent.  The  syndicate  are  about  to  double  their 
plant  and  extend  the  business. 


Business  Changes. 


Mr.  John  Atkins,  chemist,  has  reopened  the  premises  a 
109  Queen's  Road,  Bayswater,  W. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Shephard,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  re- 
moved from  155  King  Street  to  4  Greyhound  Road,  Ham- 
mersmith. 

Mr.  J.  Kenn  Roberts,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
from  86  St  Helen's  Road,  Swansea,  to  82  Brynymor  Road 
near  the  hospital. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Hedley,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Chester 
Road,  West  Sunderland,  has  opened  a  business  at  93  High 
Street,  Rushden,  R.S.O. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Plews,  chemist  and  druggist,  14  Basinghall 
Street,  E.C.,  has  taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Peters 
at  4L  Moorgate  Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  Wm.  Payne,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
Hitchin,  will  shortly  open  an  entirely  new  pharmacy  at 
Walsworth  Road,  near  Hitchin  Station. 

Mr.  George  M.  Pitt,  chemist  and  druggist,  The  Square, 
Barnstaple,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Messrs.  Tovey  & 
Underwood,  chemists,  The  Quay,  Bideford. 

Mr.  J.  Edmunds,  chemist,  102  High  Street,  Kingsland,  N.E.» 
has  acquired  the  premises  at  No.  86  in  the  same  thorough- 
fare, to  which  he  will  remove  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
alterations  are  completed. 

Mr.  John  W.  Bygott,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  late  o 
52  Tumbull  Road,  Manchester,  has  purchased  the  old-estaf 
blished  business  recently  carried  on  by  Whalley's  Pure  Drug 
Company  at  423  Stockport  Road,  Manchester. 

Messrs.  Ledger,  Sons  &  Co.,  Eist  India  merchants,  St' 
Mary's  Chambers,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C,  have  taken  into 
partnership  Mr.  Henry  Ledger  and  Mr.  T.  Bertram  Ledger, 
both  of  whom  have  for  some  years  been  associated  in  the 
business.    The  style  of  the  firm  remains  as  heretofore. 


CANADA  NOTES. 


Reports  from  Winnipeg  state  that  the  supplies  of  senega- 
root  there  are  small,  and  that  very  little  will  be  available  in 
that  centre  before  next  crop. 

It  is  stated  by  one  of  the  leading  geological  authorities  of 
the  Dominion  that  in  all  probability  a  source  of  radium  will 
be  found  in  connection  with  the  deposits  of  uranium  com- 
pounds which  have  been  discovered  in  Ontario. 

Press  comments  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the 
German  surtax  point  clearly  to  the  fact  that  it  cannot  well 
fail  to  reduce  the  imports  from  Germany  to  a  very  appreciable 
extent.  This  will  have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  the  German 
chemical  trade,  which  has  hitherto  been  very  large  and 
increasing  in  importance  with  Canada. 

A  New  Arsenic- mine. — The  mining-authorities  at  McGill 
College  report  that  arsenic  hai  been  found  in  what  are  con- 
sidered paying-quantities  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sudbury, 
Ontario.  This  may  lead  to  the  development  of  an  important 
industry.  At  the  same  time  information  is  brought  from 
Rossland,  B.C.,  that  there  have  been  discoveries  of  platinum, 
iridium,  and  osmium  in  the  mines  of  that  district. 

Honey.— The  attention  of  the  Department  of  Inland 
Revenue  has  recently  been  directed  to  the  question  of  the 
purity  of  honey.  In  all  ninety-nine  samples  were  examined, 
and  it  was  found  that  eighty-one  samples  were  genuine,  five 
were  doubtful,  two  adulterated,  six  were  adulterated  with 
glucose-syrup,  and  cane-sugar  was  found  in  five.  The 
sophisticators  thought  to  carry  the  deception  to  a  fine  point 
and  left  fragments  of  comb  floating  in  the  compound,  which 
had  to  be  separated  previous  to  the  examination.  In  view 
of  the  facility  with  which  honey  can  be  tampered  with  this 
result  is  considered  satisfactory. 
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at  the  Bovnnenes. 


CHEMISTS  with  agricultural  tastes  will  find  much  that  is 
interesting  at  the  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  this 
week.  The  Cattle  Show  is  being  held  and  the  immense  Hall 
and  its  annexes  are  filled  with  cattle,  pigs,  sheep,  poultry, 
agricultural  machinery  and  appurtenances  of  every  descrip- 
tion. Ruddy -faced  men  and  maidens  gaze  with  interest  and 
admiration  on  over-fed  cattle  and  somnolent  ewes,  and  the 
casual  visitor  is  jostled  from  group  to  group  in  the  galleries, 
where  the  latest  in  manure-distributors,  reapers,  potato- 
planters,  and  sheep-dippers  are  on  view.  Trade  interest  is 
quickened  when  the  casual  chemist  attains  the  Arcade  and 
Berners  Galleries.  These  are  given  over  to  a  collation  of 
miscellaneous  exhibitors,  many  of  whom  are  pharmaceutical. 
S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  have  a  neat  little  exhibit  of  veterinary 
instruments.  These  include  such  things  as  castrating- 
knives  and  clams,  veterinary  pocket-cases,  caponing-sets, 
olinical  thermometers,  balling-guns,  scissors,  forceps,  and 
trocars.  There  are  also  syringes  for  milk-fever,  the  india- 
rubber  bulb-pattern  as  well  as  the  ordinary  ball-enema 
shape.  These  have  a  long  tube  to  pass  up  each  teat. 
Several  handsome  walking-sticks  are  a  puzzle  until  it  is 
■discovered  that  they  are  hollow  canes  holding  a  measure- 
rule  and  a  spirit-level.  They  are  much  used  by  horse- 
dealers  for  measuring  the  height,  &c,  of  their  pur- 
chases. A  display  of  a  similar  character  is  made  by 
Arnold  &  Sons.  At  this  stall  specially-constructed 
syringes  for  the  injection  of  tuberculin  and  mallein  are 
shown,  and  there  are  varieties  in  brass  clysters, 
pumps,  probangs,  nickel-plated  drenching-bits,  and  tatooing- 
instruments  for  marking  cattle  and  sheep  with  Indian 
ink.  The  exhibitors  of  horse  and  cattle  medicines  are 
numerous.  Spratts  (Limited),  who  cater  so  well  for 
all  kinds  of  animals,  are  prominent  exhibitors.  The  fame 
of  the  company's  biscuits  is  world-wide.  Day, 
Son  &  Hewitt  are  well  represented,  and  their  exhibit 
appears  to  be  a  popular  rendezvous.  The  merits  of  "  Bron- 
choline,"  "  Red  drench,"  "  Chemical-extract,"  "  Kossolian 
blood-salt,"  and  the  other  well-known  remedies  of  the  firm 
are  being  vigorously  propounded  by  a  band  of  earnest  re- 
presentatives. Stephen  Pettifer  &  Sons  have  a  small 
display  of  their  remedies,  the  principal  article  on  view  being 
"  Cattle-specific  "  for  "  rot  "  or  liverfluke  in  sheep  and  cattle. 
"Santovin"  is,  of  course,  on  show,  as  well  as  "  Pulmonic 
remedy "  and  many  another  of  Messrs.  Pettifer's  "  safe  and 
sure  "series.  Adjoining  this  is  an  exhibit  of  animal-medi- 
cines by  Thomas  Pettifer  &  Co.  Day  &  Sons  have  a 
neat  little  enclosure,  where  Day's  oils  and  cattle-drinks  are 
shown.  "  Zomosal  "  is  a  saline  tonic  for  horses,  put  up  in 
decorated  canisters.  The  "  Original"  medicine-chests,  filled 
with  all  requirements  for  any  class  of  stock,  sell  at 
2,1.  4s.  and  51.  each.  Battle,  Maltby  &  Bower  have 
many  things  besides  vermin-killers.  They  are  specialists  in 
sheep-dips  (powder,  fluid, and  paste),  lambing-oils,  veterinary 
embrocations,  ointments,  and  other  external  remedies.  Their 
exhibit  is  an  attractive  one.  B.  C.  Tipper  &  Son  put  up 
medicated  powders  for  horses,  cows,  pigs,  and  fowls. 
They  have  a  "patent  cod-liver  oil  condiment,"  and 
Tipper's  "  Grulos "  is  apparently  so  well  liked  by 
horses  who  anticipate  "staggers"  that  the  animals  them- 
selves lift  the  bucket  containing  the  mash  and  drink  it  off. 
Messrs.  Tipper  also  deal  in  veterinary  instruments,  and  their 
advertising  Booklets  are  smart  productions.  "Black-leg 
Vaccine  "  for  quarter-evil  is  made  much  of  by  their  repre- 
sentative. The  specialities  of  Walter  Gregory  include 
"  Ethylene  Fluid,"  for  colic,  gripes,  &c.  ;  "  Methyl,"  an  anti- 
abortion  remedy  for  cows;  "Alpine  Salt,"  "Saccharine 
Fluid,"  "Ovene  Fly-powder,"  and  "Pine's  Devonshire  Oils." 
There  are  many  others,  but  these  may  suffice,  with  a  mention 
of  specially  cheap  lines  in  medicine-chests.  Mills  &  Co 's 
medicated  horse- powders,  "a  purely  vegetable  preparation 
and  entirely  free  from  noxious  drugs,"  are  being  vigorously 
pushed,  but  the  firm  have  a  series  of  other  veterinary  foods 
and  medicines  all  distinguished  by  a  neat  and  attractive 
"  get-up."  "  Cow's  Relief  "  for  "  caked  bag,"  "  spiders  in  the 
teats,"  and  so  forth,  and  the  "Arabian  Gall-cure"  are  shown 
by  Kincannon  &  Cole.  A  corner  exhibit  in  the  Berners' 
Gallery  is  secured  by  Algernon  Lawes  (Limited),  where 


"  Laweserine "  (for  cuts,  wounds,  &c),  gripe-drinks,  pig- 
powders,  Sec.,  are  shown.  Roger  Errington's  list  includes 
fever-drinks,  tonics,  drenches,  brown  and  white  oils, 
diuretic  balls,  petroleum-jelly,  and  arsenical  sheep-dips. 
T.  Mott's  "  powder-lotion "  is  a  cure  for  grease  in 
horses.  He  is  also  great  on  condition-powders,  horse- 
drinks,  and  "  Feltric "  (or  red  worm)  powders.  The 
"Norfolk"  veterinary  remedies  are  exhibited  by  F.  Sltton 
&  Co.  in  a  neat  enclosure  in  the  Arcade  Gallery. 
Calving  and  lambing  remedies  are  shown  by  F.  Hewthorn 
&  Co.  (Limited),  who  are  the  makers  of  "  Lactofebril,"  a 
milk-fever  cure,  and  of  the  "  Never-fail "  medicine -chests. 
Lincolnshire  veterinarianism  is  represented  by  Osmond  k, 
Son,  and  J.  H.  Cuff  &  Sons  are  showing  their  fly-oils,  foot- 
rot  powder,  and  "  Farmer's  Friend."  Francis  Cdpiss  made 
cough-balls  and  constitution-balls  for  horses  upwards  of  fifty 
years  ago.  These  well-known  horse-medicines  are  still  in 
favour,  as  was  shown  by  the  interest  in  the  Cupiss  exhibit. 
Most  of  the  exhibitors  already  mentioned  have  a  foot-rot 
cure  of  their  own,  but  foot-rot  only  appears  to  be  treated  by 
Alfred  J.  Learner  (who  is  showing  a  foot-rot  paste)  and 
by  G.  F.  Dawes,  whose  preparation  for  the  same  disease  is 
also  in  paste  form.  "  Gamlin  for  gapes  "  is  the  watchword 
of  Gilbehtson  &  Page  (Limited),  who  also  prepare 
an  insect-powder,  a  mange-lotion,  and  various  condiments. 
The  Petol  veterinary  preparations  (salve,  soap,  soft  soap, 
disinfecting  fluid  and  powder)  are  attractively  set  out  by 
Petol  (Limited).  The  merit  of  these  preparations  of  peat 
is  that  they  are  non-poisonous,  and  have  been  proved 
efficacious  in  skin-diseases.  The  veterinary  forms  of  Petol 
are,  of  course,  made  most  of,  but  the  toilet  and  shaving 
soaps  are  also  shown.  Besides  a  new  sheep-dip,  "  Petol  " 
toilet-paper,  suppositories,  adhesive  plaster,  vaporiser,  and 
furniture-polish  are  contemplated.  "  Niquas  Sheep-dip," 
"  Long's  Non  -  poisonous  Specific  "  (for  sheep  -  scab), 
"Equisan"  (for  skin-diseases  in  animals),  and  tobacco- 
juice,  extract,  and  powder  are  shown  by  CORUY  &  Co. 
(Limited).  "Pure  concentrated  fenugreek,"  for  stock- 
feeding,  is  shown  by  Ayre  Brothers.  Linseed  and  cotton- 
seed in  various  forms  are  shown  by  the  Driffield  Pure 
Linseed,  Cotton,  and  Union  Cake  Company  (Limited), 
by  John  Knight  &  Sons  (Limited),  and  by  the  Cotton- 
seed Company  (Limited).  The  last-named  have  also 
cotton-seed  oil  (crude  and  refined)  on  view.  The 
Hall  is  disinfected  throughout  by  Sanitas,  and  it 
says  something  for  the  efficacy  of  the  disinfectant 
that  there  is  no  disagreeable  odour  prevalent.  The 
Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  have  a  show  of  their 
preparations  in  the  Arcade  entrance.  These  are  well  known 
to  our  readers  ;  perhaps  the  most  recent  productions  being 
Sanitas  toilet  fluid-disinfectant  in  glass-stoppered  bottles, 
and  "Zanol"  (Sanitas  dentifrice)  put  up  in  triangular  green 
bottles  with  long  necks.  The  preparations  of  Jeyes'  Sani- 
tary Compounds  Company  (Limited)  are  there  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Puritas  Disinfectants  Company.  "  Tarbol" 
disinfectants  and  sheep-dips  are  shown  by  Joseph  Fison 
&  Co.  (Limited).  "Pynerzone"  fluid  and  powder,  "  Car- 
berozone,"  and  the  "  Restorine  "  veterinary  remedies  are  ex- 
hibited by  W.  A.  Hope  &  Sons.  In  the  main  gallery  an 
attractive  display  is  made  of  SlRAWSON'S  potato-spraying 
machine,  and  of  "  Strawsonite,"  the  powder  used  in  the 
sprayer  to  prevent  potato-blight.  The  "Charlock  brand" 
sulphate  of  copper  (in  fine  soft  crystals)  for  use  in  the 
spraying  of  charlock  is  also  shown. 


Kauri  Oil. — A  syndicate  has  been  formed  to  manufacture 
kauri  oil  from  swamp  debris,  which  it  is  thought  after 
refining  could  be  used  for  paint,  oil,  varnish,  and  the  like. 
The  oil  is  distilled  from  the  swamp  material  which  is 
shovelled  into  retorts,  much  as  coal  is  shovelled  into  gas- 
retorts.  Long  water-jacketed  pipes  act  as  condensers,  and  a 
crude,  dark,  strong-smelling  oil  is  obtained.  Most  of  the 
swamps  north  of  Auckland,  and  for  some  distance  south,  are 
made  up  of  materials  largely  derived  from  kauri  and  other 
resinous  trees  which  shed  leaves,  bark,  and  branches  all  con- 
taining more  or  less  oil.  Minute  particles  of  kauri  gum  are 
well  distributed  through  the  soil,  and  are  still  visible,  though 
too  small  for  separate  collection.  It  remains,  of  course,  to 
find  a  use  for  the  manufactured  oil,  and  to  that  Mr.  Chas. 
Ratjen,  a  pharmacist,  is  devoting  his  energies. 
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BENEVOLENT-FUND  ELECTION. 

THE  election  of  three  annuitants  from  a  list  of  four 
approved  candidates  took  place  on  December  8,  the 
result  being  declared  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Bowen  was  chairman  of  the  scrutineers,  Mr.  Butt,  who 
has  occupied  that  position  for  many  years,  being  abroad. 
The  votes  recorded  were : 

Hornsby,  G.  G   6,680 

Ekins,  Elizabeth    6,139 

Tyrer,  T.  F   5,607 

Miller,  Anne   4,014 

The  first  three  were  consequently  elected. 


EVENING  MEETING. 

The  monthly  evening  meeting  was  held  on  December  8  at 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.,  the  President  (Mr.  S.  K. 
Atkins)  in  the  chair,  with  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  0.  B.  Allen) 
on  the  right.  The  lecture-theatre  was  quite  full,  the  attrac- 
tion probably  being  the  exhibit  of  radium.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Professor  Thomas  Dixson  (Sydney),  Professor 
Wynne,  Dr.  "VV.  H.  Martindale,  and  Messrs.  F.  M.  Fisk 
(Parke,  Davis  &  Co.),  A.  Proctor  Atkinson  (Duncan,  Flock- 
hart  &  Co.),  F.  Bascombe,  W.  Prior  Kobinson,  J.  W.  Bowen, 
T.  Tyrer,  A.  Cooper,  A.  J.  B.  Cooper,  C.  G.  Moor,  E.  White, 
J.  O.  Braithwaite,  H.  Helbing,  and  C.  Morley. 

The  President  began  the  proceedings  without  preliminary 
remarks  by  calling  on  Professor  Greenish  to  read  a  contribu- 
tion from  the  Kesearch  Laboratory  on 

The  Phaemacy  op  Chajiomile-flowees. 

At  the  outset  Professor  Geeenish  explained  that  the  com- 
munication was  but  fragmentary  and  incomplete.  The 
subject  was  begun  at  his  suggestion  by  the  Butt  scholars, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Lenton  and  Mr.  A.  G.  C.  Paterson,  and  he  (the 
speaker)  had  carried  the  work  sufficiently  far  to  be  able  to 
place  on  record  his  conclusions,  in  the  hope  that  some  other 
worker  would  take  up  the  subject. 

Cbamomile-llowers  formerly  enjoyed  a  good  reputation  as 
a  domestic  remedy,  and  still  do  in  the  country,  especially  in 
Scotland,  and  on  the  Continent.  The  official  preparation  of 
the  flowers — the  extract — is  prepared  by  prolonged  boiling, 
a  method  which  seems  extremely  crude  and  irrational.  The 
time  required  would  vary  with  the  size  and  shape  of  the 
pan,  and  prolonged  boiling  would  probably  exert  a  deleterious 
effect  on  the  drug.  Professor  Greenish  then  outlined  the 
work  that  had  been  done  in  determining  the  active  principles 
of  chamomiles,  referring  particularly  to  the  crystalline  bodies. 
Pattone,  in  1859,  found  a  bitter  principle  in  Anthemis  arvensis, 
and  Camboulises,  in  1871,  discovered  in  Anthemis  nobilis  a 
crystalline  bitter  principle  which  he  thought  to  be  identical 
with  the  anthemic  acid  of  Pattone.  In  the  experiments 
conducted  by  Professor  Greenish  the  ground  flowers  were 
percolated  with  petroleum  spirit  and  then  with  ether.  The 
ether  takes  out  the  bitter  principle,  and  leaves  the  flowers 
practically  free  from  bitterness.  The  ethereal  solution  was 
concentrated,  and  yielded  a  glucosidal  body,  slightly  coloured 
and  hygroscopic,  but  which  refused  to  crystallise.  This 
principle  reduced  Fehling's  solution  freely,  and  it  was  also 
noticed  that  if  boiled  or  only  heated  on  a  water- bath  it  lost 
its  bitterness.  This  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  lines  upon 
which  the  official  galenical  preparation  is  made  are  defective, 
and  this  was  proved  by  boiling  an  aqueous  percolate  when 
the  bitterness  was  destroyed. 

The  next  consideration  was  to  find  a  better  method  of 
making  the  extract,  and  indications  were  obtained,  after 
percolating  with  water  and  40-per-cent.,  70-per-cent.,  and 
90-per-cent.  alcohol,  that  70-per-cent.  alcohol  is  the  most 
suitable  menstruum.  A  liquid  extract  of  intense  bitterness 
and  with  the  characteristic  aroma  of  the  flowers  was 
obtained,  and  from  this  a  solid  extract  was  made.  These 
two  galenicals  were  suggested  as  suitable  for  further  investi- 
gation. Whether  they  will  retain  the  bitterness  is  an  open 
question ;  it  is  quite  possible  that  in  the  presence  of  the 


vegetable  acids  hydrolysis  will  take  place,  and  result  in  the 
destruction  of  the  bitter  principle. 

There  was  no  discussion  on  this  paper;  but  the  Peesident, 
in  commenting  on  the  valuable  and  careful  work  done  by 
Professor  Greenish,  referred  to  the  antiquity  of  the  drug. 
His  (the  President's)  grandmother  was  a  great  believer  in 
chamomile-tea,  and  even  then  the  drug  was  looked  upon  as 
ancient. 

The  Peesident  next  called  upon  Mr.  Ernest  A.  Fmney. 
to  read  a  paper  on 

The  Ash  op  Certain  Drugs. 

By  John  C.  Umney,  F.CS. 

This  referred  to  some  points  in  a  paper  communicated  by 
Messrs.  Chattaway  and  Moor  to  the  Society  of  Public 
Analysts.  The  records  of  different  experimenters  differ  a 
little  according  as  the  results  are  stated  as  averages  or  as 
maxima  or  minima,  but  it  may  be  accepted  that  the  ash  of 
fair  qualities  of  the  drugs  is  constant  within  the  narrow 
limits  set  out  in  Chattaway  and  Moor's  table  based  on  the 
results  by  themselves,  Barclay,  and  the  author.  The 
following  are  the  more  important  variations  determined  by 
the  author : 

Gimioifuga-rhizome. — The  average  ash  of  well-brushed  samples 
of  rhizome  is  5-5  per  cent.,  but  several  samples  having  a  large 
proportion  of  rootlets  show  ash  as  high  as  13'5  per  cent.,  and 
one  powder  recently  examined  yield  ed  17  4  per  cent.  This  shows 
the  necessity  for  the  cleansing  process  of  drugs  such  as  these 
before  utilisation  for  pharmacy.  Considering  all  circum- 
stances, the  author  agreed  that  the  average  or  even  maximum 
ash  of  8  per  cent,  suggested  by  Chattaway  and  Moor  should 
be  accepted  as  not  unreasonable. 

Colocyntli. — Chattaway  and  Moor  question  the  policy  of  raising 
the  standard  for  ash  in  colocynth-pulp  from  9  to  10  per  cent.,  as 
suggested  by  the  author.  Greenish  has  shown  a  wide  range  of 
ash  for  pulp  derived  from  different  sources.  The  author's 
experience  is  that  the  ash  may  vary  from  1'2  per  cent,  to  135  per 
cent,  in  samples  of  Turkish  colocynth  and  that  those  having 
these  extreme  limits  of  ash  may  be  practically  without  indication 
of  seeds,  as  shown  by  the  absence  of  fixed  oil,  and  also  by  the 
microscopical  examination  of  the  powder,  which  the  author  finds 
to  be  more  advantageous  tests  than  ash  assay. 

Cubebs. — The  maximum  ash  suggested  by  the  author  is  7  per- 
cent. ;  Chattaway  and  Moor  give  8  per  cent.  ■  The  ash  of  the 
picked  fruits  varies  between  5^  and  6A  per  cent.,  and  that  of  the 
stalks  between  10  and  11  per  cent.  Lowness  of  ash  in  the 
powder  largely  depends  upon  the  freedom  from  stalks.  The  ash 
of  drugs  should  be  determined  with  whole  air  dried  substances. 
In  the  case  of  cubebs  the  powder  dried  at  100°  C.  loses  20  per 
cent,  in  moisture  and  volatile  oil,  the  proportion  of  volatile  oil 
being  as  much  as  16  per  cent.  The  author  would  maintain 
7  per  cent,  as  a  maximum  ash  for  cubebs. 

Elaterium.— Chattaway  and  Moor  consider  the  author's  figure 
(14  per  cent.)  as  a  maximum  for  ash  somewhat  high,  quoting 
their  own  (3'7  per  cent.)  and  Priest's  (7  9  per  cent.).  The  author 
has  found  a  wide  range — 3-2  to  19'1  per  cent. ;  but  the  average  is 
6  0  per  cent.  Growers  of  squirting  cucumbers  state  that  there  is 
no  necessity  for  the  ash  to  exceed  5  per  cent,  if  the  elaterium  be 
properly  prepared.  It  might  be  politic  to  reduce  the  ash  maxi- 
mum from  14  per  cent,  to  10  per  cent.,  or  slightly  lower. 

Conium-leaves. — Ash-yield  varies  with  the  proportion  of  leaves 
and  stalks  in  the  drug.  The  leaves  yield  13  to  14  5  per  cent.,  and 
the  stalks  16  to  18  per  cent.  As  a  result  of  many  further  obser- 
vations the  author  suggests  16  per  cent,  as  a  maximum  of  ash. 

Lobelia. — The  author  has  suggested  12  per  cent,  of  ash,  and 
Chattaway  and  Moor  say  10  per  cent.  The  drug  of  commerce 
consists  of  the  whole  dried  flowering  herb,  the  proportion  of  stems 
and  the  leaves  varying.  The  leaves  yield  10  to  12  per  cent,  of 
ash,  and  stems  3i  per  cent.  In  100  parts  of  the  drug  the 
average  weight  of  leaves  is  55  parts.  The  author  sees  no 
objection  to  a  high  ash  maximum  (say,  12),  with  an  average  of 
9  to  10  per  cent. 

Rhubarb. — The  enormous  variation  in  the  ash  of  rhubarb  is 
well  known— as  high  as  43'27  per  cent,  has  been  recorded.  The 
average  ash  of  rhubarb  met  with  in  commerce  during  the  past 
ten  years  has  varied  between  7J  and  15  per  cent.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  very  great  importance  to  fix  an  ash  standard  for  the 
drug;  but  if  so,  to  fix  a  standard  as  low  as  possible,  if  the 
extractive  of  the  rhubarb  were  reduced  by  the  raising  of  the 
chemical  salts  which  give  rise  to  the  ash,  but  in  the  author's 
experience  this  is  not  by  any  means  constant.  He  thinks  no 
limit  of  ash  should  be  stated,  but  reliance  placed  on  more  definite 
chemical  characters  for  valuation  purposes. 

Stramonium-leaves.— Chattaway  and  Moor  suggest  that  the 
maximum  of  ash  should  be  raised  from  15  per  cent.,  suggested  by 
the  author,  to  20  per  cent.    He  agreed,  saying  that  the  range  he 
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has  obtained  is  from  13'6  to  203  per  cent.,  but  it  would  be  well  to 
further  investigate  whether  with  increased  ash  there  is  any  de- 
ficiency in  alkaloid. 

Jaborandi  leaves.  -The  determination  of  the  ash  of  this  drug 
has  not  beenjvery  decidedly  stated,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  the  leaves  of  Pilocarpus  jaborandi— the  official 
variety.  Supplies  recently  examined  show  5'6  per  cent,  of  ash 
for  the  picked  leaflets,  and  3'8  per  cent,  for  separated  stems.  The 
average  of  a  fair  sample  of  a  drug,  in  which  no  special  precaution 
has  been  taken  for  the  removal  of  stems,  he  has  found  to  be 
5-4  per  cent  ,  and  he  therefore  thinks  7  per  cent,  of  ash  as  a 
maximum  might  be  maintained. 

The  President,  in  inviting  discussion,  complimented  Mr. 
E.  A.  Umney  on  his  improved  state  of  health  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney  on  the  large  amount  of  patient  and  painstaking  work 
he  had  put  into  his  subject. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  said  he  had  been  puzzled  to  know  why 
the  ashes  of  all  kinds  of  drugs  were  taken.  The  B.P.  only 
gives  the  ash  in  cases  where  the  powdered  drug  is  used. 
Such  drugs  as  cimicifuga  are  rarely  used  in  the  form  of 
powder.  The  crude  drugs  are  otherwise  recognisable  than 
by  their  ash-yicdd.  The  retail  chemist  often  does  not 
realise  the  purification  from  foreign  matter  that  crude  drugs 
have  undergone  before  they  are  sent  from  the  wholesaler. 
The  object  of  giving  the  ash-yield  in  the  case  of  colocynth 
is  to  prevent  the  seeds  being  used  in  powdering ;  and  it 
should  be  noted  that  the  B  P.  places  at  least  9  per  cent,  as  the 
minimum.  There  are  two  kinds  of  elaterium— the  Maltese 
and  the  English,  the  former  being  generally  recognised  as 
less  pure  than  the  English.  The  test  in  the  B.P.  is  far  more 
important  than  an  estimation  of  the  ash.  He  could  not 
understand  why  the  ash  of  hemlock-leaves  was  estimated, 
as  the  leaves  are  ordered  in  the  B.P.  to  be  used  in  their 
fresh  state.  The  ash-yield  of  cubebs  is  no  datum  as  to 
purity,  as  no  determinations  have  been  made  of  the  ash- 
yield  of  false  cubebs.  The  Pharmacopoeia  test  with  sulphuric 
acid  is  superior  to  an  ash-test.  In  taking  the  ash-yield  of 
such  drugs  as  lobelia  and  chiretta  it  is  necessary  to  ensure 
the  proper  proportion  of  leaves  and  stalks,  as  the  leaves  are 
apt  to  separate  to  the  bottom  of  the  drawer  when  the  drugs 
have  been  stored.  It  was  not  stated  what  kind  of  rhubarb- 
root  was  ashed :  he  presumed  it  was  Chinese,  which  con- 
tains more  raphides,  and  consequently  more  ash,  than  the 
English  root.  English  rhubarb  gives  a  much  brighter 
powder,  and  is  on  that  account  preferred  by  some  chemists. 
He  failed  also  to  see  the  use  of  the  ash-yield  in  the  case  of 
stramonium,  whilst  in  the  case  of  jaborandi  there  is  no 
evidence  that  genuine  leaves  were  used. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Moor  said  he  originally  published  his  ash- 
figures  owing  to  the  great  variation  he  found  in  the  ash- 
yield  of  colocynth.  The  B.P.  test  with  ether  is  not  con- 
clusive, as  there  is  an  appreciable  quantity  of  oil  or  oily 
resin  yielded  to  ether  by  colocynth-pulp.  In  regard  to 
rhubarb-root,  he  thought  all  reasonable  variations  should  be 
allowed  for  in  the  B.P.  Many  of  the  ash-assays  were  not  of 
value,  but  were  included  to  make  the  list  comprehensive. 
He  thought  it  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  his  (the 
speaker's)  figures  were  so  nearly  in  accord  with  those 
of  other  workers. 

Mr.  Rich  (Brisbane)  said  the  tests  in  the  Pharmacopoeia 
must  be  suitable  for  all  countries  of  the  Empire,  as  the  B.P. 
is  not  intended  for  England  alone.  The  value  of  a  test 
often  lays  in  its  simplicity.  His  experience  as  a  lecturer  at 
the  Queensland  College  of  Pharmacy  had  shown  him  that 
students  prefer  an  ash  test,  as  only  simple  apparatus  is 
required  to  carry  on  the  test. 

Mr.  MacEwan  referred  to  the  necessity  for  determining 
the  amount  of  ash  yielded  by  powdered  drugs,  saying  that 
the  rejection  of  a  portion  of  the  material  in  grinding  should 
be  allowed  for,  otherwise  standards  based  on  the  whole  drug 
would  be  erroneous  for  powders.  He  also  commented  upon 
the  fact  that  old-fashioned  rhubarb  in  cut  pieces  for  chewing 
yields  a  very  large  percentage  of  ash,  and  it  is  well  recog- 
nised by  rhubarb-experts  that  the  best  Chinese  rhubarb  is 
comparable  in  value  with  its  ash-yield.  He  considered  that 
the  rhubarb  that  is  chewed  probably  owes  its  therapeutic 
properties  as  much  to  its  crystalline-calcium  constituents  as 
to  extractive  matter. 

<  Professor  Greenish  said  the  practical  object  of  ash-tests 
is  to  introduce  a  limit  for  powdered  drugs.  Crude  drugs 
are  much  better  judged  by  physical  characters.    It  should 


be  remembered  that  in  making  ash-tests  pharmacists  are 
placing  a  standard  by  which  they  will  be  judged,  and  that 
therefore,  the  tests  should  be  over  a  wide  range  of  samples, 
not  only  of  the  genuine  drug  but  of  its  substitutes.  The 
ash-figures  of  unidentified  drugs  is  of  little  value,  and  much 
of  the  work  done  on  powdered  drugs  on  the  Continent  is 
with  commercial  powders.  The  ash-figures  do  not  show  the 
differences  between  the  varieties  of  senna,  neither  do  they 
distinguish  the  ipecacuanhas  or  capsicums.  Each  drug  must 
be  taken  on  its  merit,  and  the  identity  of  the  sample  mu*t 
be  established  before  an  ash-value  can  be  estimated.  The 
subject  of  ash-tests  is  only  in  its  infancy,  and  in  his 
opinion  the  examination  of  the  ash  in  its  behaviour  with 
hydrochloric  acid  is  the  most  important  indication  of  the 
mineral  matter  present. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Umney,  in  reply,  said  the  paper  was  written 
with  a  view  to  accounting  for  the  discrepancies  in  the  papers 
of  various  workers. 

Radium. 

The  President  next  called  on  Mr.  H.  W.  Everson,  of 
Hopkin  &  Williams  (Limited),  to  show  some  experiments 
on  radium. 

Mr.  Everson  briefly  sketched  the  history  of  radium  from 
the  observations  of  Becquerel  in  1896  to  the  isolation  of  the 
element  by  M.  and  Mme.  Curie,  and  the  comparatively 
recent  discovery  of  SirWm.  Ramsay  that  helium  is  contained 
in  the  emanations  of  radium.  These  emanations,  Mr.  Everson 
said,  are  of  three  kinds — (1)  phosphorescent  rays,  (2)  mag- 
netic deflection  rays,  and  (3)  a  tangible  gas  (helium).  He 
suggested  that  radium  may  be  found  to  be  a  condenser  of 
helium  in  the  same  way  that  osmium  sponge  condenses  a 
gas.  Experiments,  some  of  them  in  the  dark,  were  then 
performed,  to  show  how  radium  affects  the  spark-gap  of  a 
coil,  and  how  it  renders  phosphorescent  a  barium-platinc- 
cyanide  screen,  a  zinc-sulphide  screen,  and  natural  and 
artificial  wollamite.  The  experiments  were  much  appreciated' 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Everson  was  passed,  on  the 
motion  of  the  President. 

Exhibits. 

Refreshments  were  served  in  the  examination-hall,  where 
there  was  also  a  small  exhibit  of  pharmaceutical  apparatus. 
Mr.  W.  Martindale  had  a  selection  of  his  newer  pharma- 
ceuticals and  an  oxygen-apparatus  in  which  sodium  peroxide 
is  used.  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  were  showing  the 
"Phenix"  emulsifier,  a  hand  tablet-machine,  a  machine  for 
making  suppositories  by  the  cold  process,  and  a  tincture- 
press.  Professor  Greenish  exhibited  a  rather  elaborate 
automatic  fractional  percolate  separator,  and  Messrs. 
Roberts  &  Co.  a  metal  powder-divider  and  capsule-filler. 
Mr.  Holmes  had  some  materia  medica  and  botanical  speci- 
mens on  show,  including  a  sample  of  Sanseuiera  thyrsiflora, 
a  South  African  rhizome  used  for  piles.  Mr.  Knapman  also 
exhibited  a  selection  of  the  books  recently  added  to  the 
library.  j  , 


The  following  protest  by  "  the  atom  "  reached  us  on  Wed- 
nesday morning.    It  is  entitled 

"  Defamation." 

I  am  just  a  wee  particle  of  radium  gummed  on  to  a  tiny  pointer, 
and  stuck  for  ever  and  ever  in  front  of  a  bit  of  zinc  sulphide,  and 
my  old  friend  Crookes — he  found  me,  you  know  —I  say  "  old  "  with 
a  sigh  when  I  think  what  he  is  compared  with  my  age.  But  I  am 
hurt,  and  Crookes  I'm  sure  will  be  grieved  and  sad  when  ho  learns 
they  called  me  bilious  at  the  Square  the  other  night — I  who  am 
for  ever  and  ever  producing  by  the  aid  of  my  alpha-rays  (why  will 
they  muddle  my  emanations  and  rays  and  electricity  and  heat 
and  all  in  such  an  incoherent  manner  ?) — my  alpha-rays,  I  say,  they 
are  pounding  away  at  that  bit  of  crystalline  zinc  sulphide  at  the 
rate  of  thousands  of  miles  a  second..  And  the  effect  they  produce 
upon  the  dull  human  eye — which  can't  even  see  it  in  the  daylight ! 
— is,  you  poor  simple  man  of  flesh,  like  unto  millions  of  countless 
stars  twinkling — nay,  flashing  and  sparking  and  splashing— in  a 
cloudless  sky  on  a  summer's  night. 

The  "  atom  "  goes  on  to  complain  that  his  hundreds  of  other 
properties  were  not  displayed,  and  suggests  that  if  Sir  Wm. 
Ramsay  had  been  there,  things  might  have  been  different, 
whilst  the  old  theatre  would  have  resounded  with  firework 
"  Ohs  "  as  the  atom  made  the  wollamite  "sit  up"  in  the 
dark. 
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Chemical  Society. 

A  MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thursday, 
December  3,  at  8  pm.,  Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden,  F.R.S.  (President), 
in  the  chair.  The  President  announced  that  Mr.  Oscar 
Guttmann  had  presented  to  the  Society  an  engraving  of  Roger 
Bacon  after  the  well-known  picture  of  that  philosopher  now 
in  possession  of  Viscount  Sackville  at  Knole  House, 
Sevenoaks.    The  first  paper  read  was  on  the 

Molecular  Complexity  op  Fused  Salts, 

by  Dr.  J.  F.  Bottomley  and  Mr.  E.  C.  C.  Baly.  The  latter 
read  it,  and  explained  that  it  was  an  extension  of  work  done 
some  years  ago  by  Sir  William  Eamsay  on  the  determination 
of  the  molecular  complexity  of  salts  in  solution  by  measure- 
ment of  surface  tension.  Dr.  Bottomley  has  in  the  same 
way  ascertained  that  sodium  and  potassium  nitrates,  the 
only  salts  which  it  was  found  possible  to  use,  since  they  do 
not  decompose  nor  attack  Jena  glass  when  kept  melted  for 
considerable  periods,  exist  at  their  melting-points  in  complex 
molecules  composed  of  at  least  eight  of  the  simple  molecules 
represented  by  the  formulas  NaN03  and  KN03. 

Dr.  Moody  next  presented  his  third  contribution  on  the 
subject  of 

Rust. 

He  finds  that  when  zinc  is  exposed  in  a  damp  atmosphere 
it  slowly  "rusts"  to  the  hydrated  carbonate  identical  in 
composition  with  that  produced  when  sodium  carbonate  is 
added  to  a  solution  of  zinc  sulphate.  Similarly,  when 
metallic  zinc  is  treated  with  a  solution  of  carbon  dioxide  in 
water  the  same  compound  is  formed.  When  the  metal  is 
treated  with  pure,  distilled,  one-hundred  volume  hydrogen 
peroxide  no  action  ensues.  On  these  grounds  he  disputes 
the  validity  of  the  theory  advanced  by  Dunstan  that 
hydrogen  peroxide  is  the  principal  agent  in  the  formation 
of  "rust"  on  such  metals  as  iron,  zinc,  and  lead.  With 
lead  strong  solutions  of  hydrogen  peroxide  behave  in  a  most 
remarkable  manner  ;  the  metal  becomes  covered  almost 
immediately  with  a  dark  layer  of  the  peroxide,  and  if  it  is 
in  small  pieces  these  are  violently  projected  out  of  the 
liquid. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Dr.  Jowett  pointed  out 
that  the  author's  theory  that  carbon  dioxide  is  the  principal 
agent  in  "  rusting  "  metals  does  not  account  for  the  formation 
of  "  rust "  when  a  piece  of  pure  iron  is  immersed  in  pure 
water  contained  in  a  closed  vessel  provided  with  an 
atmosphere  of  pure  oxygen.  To  this  objection  Dr.  Moody 
replied  that  iron  "  rusts "  rapidly  under  atmospheric  con- 
ditions, and  that  no  reliable  evidence  as  to  its  real  cause 
could  be  obtained  from  experiments  carried  out  under  such 
artificial  conditions  as  those  suggested  by  Dr.  Jowett. 

There  were  other  papers  on  the  list,  but  as  none  of  the 
authors  were  present  they  were  taken  as  read,  with  the 
exception  of  one  dealing  with 

A  New  Method  op  Preparing  Urea, 
which  was  contributed  by  Mr.  Conings,  of  Melbourne,  and 
was  read  by  the  senior  Secretary  (Dr.  Scott).  The  method 
consists  in  boiling  an  aqueous  solution  of  lead  cyanate,  when 
lead  carbonate  is  precipitated  and  urea  remains  in  solution 
from  which  it  can  be  obtained  in  a  pure  state  by  simple 
evaporation. 

The  President,  in  a  reminiscent  vein,  called  the  attention 
of  Fellows  to  the  fact  that  the  late  Mr.  John  Williams,  of 
the  firm  of  Hopkin  &  Williams,  invented  twenty  years  ago 
the  simple  method  by  which  he  believed  much  of  the  urea 
of  commerce  is  still  made.  This  consists  in  adding 
ammonium  sulphate  to  a  solution  of  lead  cyanate,  filtering 
off  the  lead  sulphate,  and  evaporating  the  solution,  when  urea 
crystallised  out. 

Mr.  Groves  said  he  could  confirm  the  President's  belief, 
since  he  had  recently  found  about  10  per  cent,  of  lead  sul- 
phate in  a  commercial  sample  of  urea.  During  the  evening 
a  ballot  for  the 

Election  op  Fellows 

was  held,  when  the  following  pharmacists  were  elected 
Mr.  P.  Appleyard  (of  West  Australia),  Mr.  W.  T.  Deeks  (of 


Shanklin,  I.W.),  Mr.  William  Forster,  Mr.  H.  Hymans  (of 
Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney's  laboratories),  Mr.  T.  O. 
Kent  (of  Messrs.  Oppenheimer's  laboratories),  Mr.  D.  B. 
Macdonald  (chemist  to  Messrs.  Butler  &  Sons,  Leicester),  Mr. 
W.  E.  Mann  (analyst  to  Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  and  Bar- 
clay), Mr.  J.  V.  Nevin  (of  the  Bristol  Dispensary),  Mr. 
S.  W.  G.  Rich  (of  Brisbane,  Queensland),  Dr.  G.  Senter  (a 
former  Bell  scholar  and  Pereira  medallist),  Mr.  M.  Walker- 
Pole  (of  Johannesburg),  Mr.  C.  F.  R.  Weiss,  and  Mr.  F, 
Wright  (chemist  to  Messrs.  Elliott  Brothers,  of  Sydney, 
N.S.W.). 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

London  Section. 
At  the  meeting  of  this  section,  held  at  Burlington  House, 
Piccadilly,  W.,  on  December  7,  Mr.  Walter  Reid  in  the  chair, 
Dr.  J.  Grossmann  (Manchester)  read  a  paper  on 

the  manufacture  of  potassium  cyanide. 

The  first  part  of  the  paper  consisted  of  a  review  of  the 
processes  of  obtaining  potassium  cyanide,  which  are  as 
follows :  (1)  Conversion  of  ferrocyanides  into  cyanides  by 
melting  metallic  cyanides  with  sodium  ;  (2)  by  the  action 
of  ammonia  on  the  carbonate  of  an  alkali ;  (3)  by  the  action 
of  ammonia  on  metallic  sodium  in  the  presence  of  carbon ; 
(4)  by  reaction  of  nitrogen  and  charcoal ;  (5)  melting- 
processes  ;  (6)  solution-processes  by  oxidation  ;  (7)  from  the 
waste- products  of  the  sugar- factories. 

The  finished  cyanide  must  be  equal  to  98  per  cent,  of 
potassium  cyanide,  and  it  is  important  that  it  be  free  from 
sulphides.  The  present  producing-power  of  cyanide-works 
is  greater  than  the  demand,  for  whereas  before  the  Boer 
War  the  Transvaal  took  3,000  tons  of  cyanide  a  year,  the 
present  requirement  is  only  about  half  that  amount.  Much  of 
the  cyanide  is  supplied  on  old  contracts,  and  the  brunt  of 
competition  falls  on  those  working  new  processes.  The 
cyanogen  produced  at  the  gasworks  in  this  country  in  the 
form  of  ferrocyanides  and  sulphocyanides  is  sufficient  to 
yield  1,000  tons  of  cyanide  a  week,  or,  taking  the  world's 
supply,  150,000  tons  per  annum.  Ferrocyanide  is  used  at  more 
than  half  the  cyanide-works  and  is  converted  into  cyanide  by 
melting  with  metallic  sodium.  The  product  is  necessarily 
costly  and  is,  moreover,  difficult  to  purify. 

Dr.  Grossmann  then  referred  to  the  process  he  has  devised 
for  the  manufacture  of  cyanides  from  potassium  ferrocyanide 
and  the  recovery  of  the  by-products.  The  process  is  founded 
on  the  pharmaceutical  method  for  the  manufacture  of  hydro- 
cyanic acid  which  Scheele  devised  in  1782— the  distillation  of 
ferrocyanide  with  sulphuric-acid.  Dr.  Grossmann  incidentally 
remarked  that  Scheele  was  a  remarkable  man,  in  that  he 
discovered  hydrocyanic  acid  but  did  not  find  out  that  it  was 
poisonous.  So  far  the  process  has  been  studied  from  a 
pharmaceutical  point  of  view,  so  as  to  obtain  quantitative 
results.  In  distilling  potassium  ferrocyanide  with  dilute 
sulphuric  acid  only  part  of  the  ferrocyanide  is  converted 
into  hydrocyanic  acid,  the  insoluble  Everitt's  salt— a 
cyanogen  compound — remaining.  The  reaction  is  expressed 
as  follows : 

2K4FeCyc  +  (3  +  a;)H2S04 
=  6HCy  +  K.,Fe2CyG  +  3K2S04  +  zH2S04. 

One-half  of  the  total  cyanogen,  it  will  be  seen,  is  evolved, 
the  other  half  remaining  as  Everitt's  salt  (K2Fe2Cy6).  Dr. 
Grossmann  now  proposes  to  heat  the  Everitt's  salt  with 
caustic  potash,  and  blow  air  through  the  solution  to  obtain 
the  rest  of  the  cyanogen.  If  the  hydrocyanic  acid  is 
absorbed  by  milk  of  lime  the  calcium  cyanide  can  be  con- 
verted into  potassium  cyanide  by  mixing  with  the  potassium 
sulphate  obtained  as  a  by-product.  Sodium  ferrocyanide 
behaves  exactly  as  the  potassium  salt.  The  cyanide  pro- 
duced is  in  the  form  of  pellets,  and,  being  hydrated,  dissolves 
easily  in  water.  It  is  free  from  sulphide.  Under  some 
circumstances  it  might  be  advantageous  to  recover  the 
caustic  alkali  by  electrolysing  the  sodium  or  potassium 
sulphate.  The  subject  of  the  technical  conversion  of  hydro- 
cyanic acid  into  ammonia  and  formic  acid  was  also  referred 
to. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Coleman  asked  whether  the  process  was  really  cheaper 
than  when  metallic  sodium  is  used,  as  there  appeared  to  be 
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a  large  quantity  of  sodium  hydrate  required.  He  said  there 
was  no  reason  why  sulphocyanides  could  not  be  used  as  a 
source  of  cyanogen,  as  sulphocyanide  can  be  as  readily  pro- 
duced as  ferrocyanide  and  even  more  cheaply. 

Mr.  Bloxam  suggested  oxidising  sulphocyanides  by  nitric 
acid  as  a  possible  process,  and  asked  if  Dr.  Grossmann's 
process  was  a  continuous  one. 

Professor  Mills  pointedly  asked  at  what  price  the 
cyanide  could  be  made.  By  the  present  methods  it  can  be 
sold  at  Id.  a  pound. 

Mr.  Wilson  doubted  the  feasibility  of  the  electrolytic- 
recovery  process.  He  asked  if  Dr.  Grossmann  had  worked  his 
process  under  increased  pressure  and  had  tried  any  gas 
other  than  air  for  blowing  through  the  solution. 

Mr.  Stevens  suggested  the  use  of  an  oxidising-agent 
which  he  had  found  effectual  in  one  case  for  converting  the 
whole  of  the  ferrocyanide  into  hydrocyanic  acid. 

Mr.  Walter  Keid  said  that  the  profits  of  some  gold- 
mines depend  on  the  supply  of  cheap  cyanide.  He  further 
said  that  more  uses  might  be  found  for  cyanide — in  agricul- 
ture, for  instance.  In  California  "  scale,"  which  was 
destroying  the  orange-groves,  has  been  entirely  abolished  by 
fumigating  the  trees  with  hydrocyanic  acid.  If  formic  acid 
could  be  produced  cheaply  more  uses  could  be  found  for  it, 
just  as  has  been  the  case  with  cheap  lactic  acid. 

Dr.  Grossmann,  in  reply,  said  in  actual  working  his  pro- 
cess was  quite  simple  and  continuous.  The  loss  only  amounts 
to  0  7  per  cent.,  whilst  the  finished  cyanide  contains  no 
impurity  except  water.  The  question  of  cost  is  one  which 
could  be  easily  calculated  from  the  data  given.  (Laughter.) 
Electrolyses  might  pay  in  those  cases  where  sulphuric  acid 
costs  from  101.  to  20Z.  a  ton  at  the  mine.  Air  is  the  cheapest 
gas  to  pass  through  the  alkaline  solution.  He  preferred  to 
avoid  the  use  of  oxidising-agents  such  as  nitric  acid  and 
nitrates,  owing  to  the  liability  to  form  explosive  compounds. 
It  would  be  dangerous  to  work  the  process  under  pressure. 

Manchester  Section. 
At  the  meeting  of  this  section  on  December  4,  Mr.  J.  Carter 
Bell  in  the  chair,  a  paper  on  "  Progress  in  the  Manufacture 
of  Sulphuric  Acid  and  its  Effect  "  was  read  by  Mr.  OSCAR 
Guttmann,  of  London. 

Mr.  Guttmann  explained  that  since  the  introduction  of 
the  contact-process  of  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid, 
manufacturers  in  this  country  became  somewhat  alarmed, 
fearing  they  would  have  to  pull  down  their  lead  chambers, 
the  more  so  because  it  became  known  that  the  smallest 
contact-plant  that  would  pay  was  one  using  20  tons  of 
monohydrate  per  day.  He  had,  therefore,  studied  all  the 
improvements  that  were  made  in  chamber- plant  to  see  how 
far  they  would  enable  the  chamber-system  to  compare  with 
the  contact-system.  Mr.  Guttmann  spoke  at  length  on  the 
improvements  that  have  been  recently  made  in  the  chamber- 
process,  and  at  the  end  of  his  paper  gave  tables  comparing 
the  cost  of  producing  ordinary  chamber-acids  with  that  con- 
centrated up  to  98  per  cent,  and  that  produced  by  the 
contact-process.    The  summary  was  as  follows : 

£  s.  (7. 

Cost  of  production  for  monohydrate  as 

chamber- acid        ...       ...       ...       ...    1    6  2 

94*  per  cent.  C.O.V  19  7 

98  per  cent,  acid  by  a  combined  Kessler 

and  iron  apparatus    1  13  1 

98  per  cent,    acid  by  a  gilt  -  platinum 

apparatus  t   1  13  3 

98  per  cent,  acid  by  the  contact-process 

with  90-per-cent.  yield    1  19  7 

Or  with  extra  royalty    2  15 

By  the  contact  process  with  98-per-cent. 

yield  1  18  6 

Or  with  extra  royalty    2    0  4 

From  these  tables  Mr.  Guttmann  adduced  that  it  is  possible 
to  make  98-per-cent.  acids  at  5s.  5d.  per  ton  cheaper  in  a 
chamber-plant,  and  that  if  5  per  cent,  interest  for  plant  is 
added,  then  the  cost  would  be  9s.  less  in  a  chamber-plant. 
A  long  discussion  followed. 


Apothecaries'  Assistants. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Assistant  Licentiates  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Halls  (London  and  Dublin),  held  at  140 


Westgate,  Bradford,  Mr.  A.  T.  Gott  (President)  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  Darlington  and  Mr.  W.  Parker  were  elected  honorary 
members,  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Kirby  (Mallow,  Ireland)  and  Mr.  H. 
Brown  (Hucknall  Torkard,  Notts)  ordinary  members.  The 
rules  were  adopted. 

Blackpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Palatine  Hotel  on  Friday, 
December  4,  the  President  (Mr.  Turver)  in  the  chair. 

Medicines  by  Post. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Sankey)  introduced  for  dis- 
cussion paragraph  5,  page  13,  of  the  Post-office  Guide,  which 
provides  that  no  compensation  be  given  for  damage  to  a 
parcel  containing  liquid.  This,  he  said,  appears  especially 
hard  on  the  sender  of  liquids,  because  he  not  only  had  to 
replace  the  medicine,  but  also  to  pay  an  extra  postage,  and 
if  a  concession  could  be  obtained  from  the  Post  Office  to 
deliver  a  replaced  bottle  free  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
the  chemist.  He  added  that  until  the  authorities  know 
there  is  a  grievance  there  is  not  the  remotest  probability  of 
an  alteration. 

Mr.  Laurie  thought  the  Post  Office  is  not  responsible,  as 
medicines  may  burst  during  transit.  He  could  recall  to 
mind  two  bottles  he  had  sent  bursting  without  blame  to 
the  Post  Office  employes.  He  did  not  consider  corrugated 
paper  secure  enough,  nothing  less  than  a  box  being  proof 
against  the  knocking  about  a  parcel  receives  in  transit. 

The  President  spoke  of  bottles  most  carefully  packed 
by  himself  being  smashed.  He  thought  chemists  have  -a 
grievance,  but  was  afraid  it  would  not  be  of  any  use  venti- 
lating it. 

Messrs.  Jackson,  Greenwood,  and  Buckly  agreed,  and 
after  further  discussion  the  subject  dropped. 

Christmas  and  New  Year's  Holidays. 
Considerable  time  was  occupied  in  arranging  the  opening 
during  Christmas  and  New  Year  weeks.  Last  year  one 
chemist  opened  all  the  morning  on  Christmas  and  other 
days,  and  this  year  another  member  purposes  doing  likewise. 
The  only  satisfactory  conclusion  that  could  be  decided  was 
to  open  during  the  evening  from  six  to  eight  of  such  days 
as  the  Tradesmen's  Association  decided  should  be  holidays, 
morning  optional. 

Other  Business. 

Mr.  Norton,  who  has  taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  Harlow, 
who  has  obtained  a  good  appointment  in  South  Africa,  was 
elected  a  member. 

Mr.  Turver  reported  that  he  had  spoken  to  several  of  the 
members'  wives,  and  it  was  suggested  that  a  social  evening 
should  be  arranged  in  which  the  wives  could  join,  as  their 
husbands  have  their  dinner,  which  is  a  most  exclusive 
function. 

The  members  are  to  think  over  the  matter  until  next 
meeting. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Brad- 
ford, on  Tuesday  evening,  December  8,  Alderman  Dunn 
presiding  over  a  large  attendance. 

Mr.  D.  S.  Priestley  (Secretary)  reported  that  the  Leeds 
Chemists'  Association  invited  Bradford  friends  to  attend 
a  discussion  on  territorial  representation.  An  invitation  to 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Bradford  Chamber  of  Trades  was 
also  received.    Both  invitations  were  accepted. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  read  a  paper  on 

Field  Botany  as  a  Hobby  for  Chemists. 

He  dwelt  in  an  entertaining  manner  with  the  various  botanic 
excursions  he  had  had,  devoting  special  attention  to  the 
Malham  district  of  Yorkshire,  where  rare  specimens  are  to 
be  found.  He  afterwards  exhibited  numerous  mounted 
specimens.  A  brief  discussion  followed,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Metcalfe. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Hanson  alluded  to  the  work  of  the 
Association  in  regard  to  securing  the  protection  of  profits  on 
stamped  medicines.  It  was  arranged  that  a  memorial  should 
be  sent  to  every  firm  which  had  not  settled  upon  a  scheme  of 
protection. 
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Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  156  King  Street  on  Thursday, 
December  3,  Mr.  T.  B.  Male  in  the  chair.  The  adjourned 
discussion  on  earlier  closing  was  resumed,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  close  during  the  winter  months  at  8.30  p.m., 
Thursdays  2  p.m.,  and  Saturdays  10.30  p.m.  The  Federa- 
tion report  was  read  and  commented  upon ;  and  Mr. 
Palmer  moved  that  the  Federation  should  hold  two  general 
meetings  per  annum — one  to  be  in  London  not  later  in  the 
year  than  May.  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Roberts, 
and  carried. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Hudders- 
field, on  Tuesday  evening,  December  8.  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw, 
who  presided,  introduced  the  subject  of 

Co-operative  Buying. 

He  said  that  some  of  the  members  had  shown  a  decided  in- 
clination towards  some  arrangement  for  co-operati.ve  buying, 
but  he  did  not  think  central  distributing  premises,  which  is 
the  course  adopted  at  Bradford  and  Halifax,  would  suit  their 
circumstances. 

Mr.  Spurr  agreed  that  a  central  warehouse  was  out  of 
the  question,  but  thought  that  an  arrangement  by  which 
each  member  should  stock  one  article  and  exchange  at  cost 
would  suit. 

Mr.  Sykes  approved  this  plan  on  the  condition  of  im- 
mediate distribution  of  supplies  as  they  reached  each 
member  of  the  buying  section. 

The  President  said  the  articles  to  be  bought  in  this  way 
could  easily  be  determined  at  the  meetings,  and  that  terms 
could  be  made  with  proprietors  both  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list 
and  off  it.  Speaking  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  he  incidentally 
mentioned  that  what  that  organisation  had  clone  in  regard 
to  prices  had  certainly  made  a  difference  of  11.  a  week  in 
his  profits. 

Mr.  Buckley  said  that  he  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with 
the  conditions  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  was  not  sure  whether  it 
would  not  ultimately  do  harm  to  the  chemists  of  such  places 
as  Huddersfield,  because  the  co-operative  societies  sell 
cheaper  by  returning  2d.  in  Is.  as  dividend. 

The  President  said  that  nothing  that  they  could  do 
would  bring  to  the  chemist  the  trade  now  done  by  the  Co- 
operative Society.  He  added  that  this  matter  had  been 
before  the  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  and  it  had  been  evident 
that  that  body  did  not  know  much  about  the  co-operative 
societies  and  the  strength  that  they  had  in  the  North. 

Mr.  Buckley  feared  the  trade  in  patent  medicines  was 
going  to  the  co-operative  societies  from  the  chemists. 
Neither  the  President  nor  Mr.  Sykes  had  seen  any  sign  of 
this. 

After  further  conversation  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
communicate  with  the  P.A.T.A.  on  the  subject,  and  it  was 
also  resolved  to  obtain  further  information  as  to  the  working 
of  various  plans  for  co-operative  buying. 


Stockport  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  December  2,  Mr.  Wm.  Dodge  in  the 
chair,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  raise  the  prices  of 
poisonous  proprietary  medicines.  It  was  decided  to  begin 
by  selling  "  Winslow's  Soothing-syrup  "  and  "  Towle's  Chloro- 
dyne"  Is.  1\d.  sizes  at  Is.,  and  "Kay's  Compound  Essence" 
at  10|cZ.,  to  commence  on  January  1,  1904,  and  gradually  to 
add  to  this  list.  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  inform  the 
local  Associations  of  Manchester  and  Hyde.  All  the  chemists 
of  the  town  who  are  non-members  of  the  Association  have 
been  visited  by  the  Secretary,  and  have  most  willingly 
signed  the  agreement  to  sell  at  the  above  prices. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  Wednesday 
evening,  December  9,  Mr.  W.  Kirkby  in  the  chair.  Mr. 
Harry  Kemp  introduced  a  discussion  on  territorial  repre- 
sentation and  stamped  medicines.  In  regard  to  the  former 
he  gave  the  gist  of  Mr.  j.  F.  Tocher's  paper,  and  explained 


that  the  difference  between  Mr.  Tocher  and  Mr.  Charles 
Thompson's  proposals  on  the  subject  was  mainly  one  of 
division  of  territority.  Mr.  Greer,  Mr.  G.  Wilkinson,  Mr. 
Pidd,  Mr.  Ringer,  and  the  Chairman  briefly  spoke,  and 
Mr.  Kemp  answered  various  questions.  Finally  it  was 
resolved — 

That  this  meeting  approves  of  the  principle  of  territorial  re- 
presentation upon  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
without  committing  itself  to  Mr.  Tocher's  scheme. 

Stamped  Medicines. 
Mr.  Kemp  explained  how  the  recent  disturbance  arose,  and 
said  the  alteration  of  the  reading  of  the  law  would  mean  an 
expenditure  of  5O,O0OZ.  to  the  chemists  of  this  country.  The 
Inland  Revenue  were  willing  to  admit  that  chemists  had 
right  on  their  side,  and  were  willing  to  give  them  every 
assistance,  and  were  prepared  to  exempt  certain  medicines 
from  stamp-duty  so  long  as  they  did  not  claim  any  secret  in 
their  composition,  and  so  long  as  they  declared  the 
contents  on  the  label.  He  did  not  approve  of  the  C.  §  D.'s 
advice  to  try  and  forget  for  a  time  that  there  is 
anything  new  about  medicine-stamp  law,  and  said  generally 
that  the  trade-papers  had  been  too  anxious  to  know  why 
the  authorities  were  going  to  give  us  all  the  good  things 
he  had  alluded  to.  They  were  in  a  worse  predicament 
now  than  before  the  matter  was  first  brought  up.  He 
questioned  whether  any  good  would  come  out  of  the  present 
agitation,  and  it  might  lead  to  the  wiping-out  of  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts  altogether.  If  so,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  prevent  anybody  putting  up  anything  he  liked  to 
be  sold  for  3d.  to  cure  all  sorts  of  things  that  could  be  con- 
ceived by  the  charlatan.    He  moved — 

That  this  meeting  approves  of  the  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  in  approaching  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  with  a 
view  to  the  removal  of  the  uncertainty  which  now  prevails  as  to 
the  liability  and  non-liability  of  preparations  to  the  incidence  of 
j  the  medicine-tax,  and  that  it  urges  upon  the  Council  the  desira- 
i  bility  of  getting  the  authorities  to  delay  the  new  regulations 
for  a  further  three  months,  seeing  the  constant  uncertainty  of 
the  last  few  months  has  prevented  many  chemists  from  making 
proper  provision  in  the  matter  of  labels,  &c. 

Mr.  Pidd  seconded  the  motion,  and  after  a  long  conversa- 
tion, rather  than  discussion,  it  was  carried.  Mr.  Kemp  was 
thanked  for  the  able  way  in  which  he  had  opened  the 
discussions. 


Aberdeen  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  quarterly  meeting  was  held  in  Robert  Gordon's  College 
on  Wednesday,  December  2,  there  being  a  good  attendance. 
The  President  (Mr.  Giles)  occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  A.  L.  Bruce 
(convenor)  submitted  the  report  of  the  Educational  Committee, 
and  moved  its  adoption ;  this  was  seconded  by  Mr.  J. 
Paterson. 

The  Preliminary  and  Minor. 

The  committee  had  considered  (1)  the  present  regulations 
for  registration  of  pharmaceutical  students,  and  (2)  the  large 
percentage  of  failures  at  the  Minor  examinations.  In  regard 
to  the  former  the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
doing  away  with  the  Society's  own  Preliminary  examination 
was  premature,  and  tends  to  accentuate  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  apprentices,  and  they  considered  it  would  be  well 
if  the  Council  were  to  resume  holding  a  Preliminary  examina- 
tion of  their  own,  on  similar  lines  to  the  one  which  they 
formerly  held.  As  to  the  Minor  failures,  the  committee 
pointed  out  that  they  are  attributed  by  the  Government 
Visitors  to  defective  training  of  the  candidates  in  the 
practical  branches  of  the  business ;  but  the  Visitors  give 
their  statistics  on  different  lines,  so  that  comparison 
is  difficult.  The  committee  considered  it  would  be  an 
improvement  were  a  written  examination  held  simultaneously 
on  such  subjects  as  botany,  materia  medica,  theoretical 
chemistry,  and  such  other  subjects  of  the  present  oral 
examinations  as  are  suitable.  By  this  means  a  better  view 
of  the  state  of  candidates'  knowledge  would  be  obtained, 
while  it  would  really  act  as  a  division  of  the  Minor 
examination,  for  which  no  parliamentary  sanction  would  be 
requisite. 

Mr.  D.  Ritchie  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  send  a 
copy  of  the  report  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  moved 
accordingly,  but  his  motion  was  not  seconded. 
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Mr.  W.  F.  Hay,  while  approving  of  the  portion  of  the 
report  relating  to  the  Preliminary  Examination,  took  excep- 
tion to  the  Minor  part.  He  contended  that  the  examiners 
would  insist  on  an  oral  as  well  as  a  written  examination  in 
botany,  materia  medica,  and  pharmacy,  which  would  neces- 
sitate a  three  days'  examination,  and  give  no  relief  to  the 
student.  The  general  want  of  the  student  was,  he  believed, 
the  division  of  the  examination,  so  that  he  could  take,  for 
example,  botany  and  materia  medica  on  the  first  occasion, 
followed  at  a  later  date  by  chemistry,  pharmacy,  and  dis- 
pensing; thus  enabling  the  candidate  to  concentrate  his 
energies  on  individual  subjects,  with  the  chance  of  mas- 
tering them  more  effectively.  He  therefore  moved,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  report : 

That  the  Association  recommend  the  division  of  the  Minor 
examination  on  the  lines  indicated — first  day,  botany,  materia 
medica  (theoretical  and  practical) ;  second  day,  at  a  later  date, 
chemistry,  pharmacy,  and  dispensing. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  this  could  only  be  done  under  a 
new  Act.* 

Mr.  Hay  then  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  committee's 
report  would  not  meet  the  grievances  of  the  candidates,  and 
he  moved  that  the  part  of  the  report  referring  to  the  Minor 
examination  be  deleted,  but  the  report  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  two. 

It  was  remitted  to  the  Amusements  Committee  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  winter  entertainment. 


Stampe^mebiclne  Iflotes. 


Bulk  Quantities  of  Dutiable  Articles. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Critchley,  of  Blackburn, 
for  the  subjoined  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Manufacturing  Confectioners'  Alliance  has  received  in 
answer  to  an  inquiry  respecting  the  sale  of  "  cough-lozenges  "  : 

Inland  Revenue,  Somerset  House,  London, 
November  25,  1903. 

Sib, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  inst.,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  to  state  that  there  is  no  liability  to 
medicine  stamp  or  licence  duty  on  the  part  of  either  the  manu- 
facturer or  retailer  of  the  article  referred  to,  provided  that  the 
manufacturer  sells  the  preparation  only  in  boxes  containing  not 
less  than  4  lbs.,  and  that  the  retailer  does  not  sell  them  in  a 
dutiable  packet. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)      E.  E.  Stoodley, 
Hon.  Secretary,  Secretary. 
Manufacturing  Confectioners'  Alliance. 

In  this  matter  the  Board  have  made  a  concession.  Section 
3  of  the  1802  Act  requires  every  enclosure  of  a  dutiable 
article  kept  ready  for  sale,  and  not  in  bulk,  to  be  stamped 
according  to  the  value  of  its  contents.  Cough-lozenges  are 
dutiable,  but  the  Board  apparently  regard  a  4-lb.  box  of 
them  put  up  by  the  manufacturer  for  the  retailer  to  be  "  in 
bulk."  The  retailer  must  not,  of  course,  sell  them  without  a 
stamp  in  anything  else  than  a  twist.  In  view  of  this 
concession  we  are  not  without  hope  that  the  Board  will 
extend  it  to  dozen  parcels  of  known,  admitted,  and  approved 
remedies  which  manufacturers  put  up  for  exempted  retailers. 
The  one  would  be  just  as  logical  as  the  other. 

We  observe  that  Messrs.  Raimes  &  Co.,  of  York,  suggest 
that  the  .lozenges  should  be  sold  by  retailers  to  the  public 
"  in  envelopes,"  that  being  their  interpretation  of  "  untied 
and  unsealed  parcels."  In  our  opinion  an  envelope  is  an 
enclosure  within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts,  and  retailers 
would  be  wise  to  adhere  to  the  style  long  permitted  by  the 
Board — viz.,  a  paper  twist.  The  firm  inform  us  that  they 
mean  an  open  envelope. 

What  are  they  to  Do? 

The  following  correspondence  has  been  forwarded  to  us 
for  publication.  We  are  informed  that  the  letters  were 
picked  up  between  the  City  and  Somerset  House,  Strand. 
For  obvious  reasons  the  names  of  the  principals  have  been 

*  This,  we  think,  is  erroneous  ;  a  curriculum  cannot  be  imposed 
without  a  new  Act,  but  the  Minor  examination  can  be  divided  by 
revising  the  by-laws  dealing  with  the  matter.  The  Society  may, 
as  a  safeguard,  provide  for  any  candidate  to  prove  his  competence 
at  one  examination  if  he  so  desire. — Editor.] 


changed,  as  the  retailer  has  put  himself  in  a  somewhat  pre- 
carious position : 

Messrs.  Snooks  (Limited),  Blanktown, 

London.  December  3, 1903.  • 

Dear  Sirs, — Please  prepare  for  me  one  gross  bottles  black- 
currant cough-syrup  in  accordance  with  Form.  No.  7  in  "  Phar- 
maceutical Formulas  "  (new  volume).    Kindly  label  same  : 

"  Black-currant  Cough-syrup. 

For  Adults  only. 

Cures  Cold  in  a  night  and  relieves  the  most  obstinate  Cough, 


J.  Jones, 

Chemist  and  Druggist  (by  examination), 
Blanktown." 

Yours  faithfully,  ,i 
J.  Jones. 

Mr.  Jones,  Chemist,  London, 

Blanktown.  December  4, 1903. 

Dear  Sib,,— We  are  in  receipt  of  your  instructions  of  Decem- 
ber 3  to  prepare  for  you  one  gross  bottles  black-currant  cough- 
syrup  in  accordance  with  Formula  No.  7  of  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas."  We  are  sorry  that  we  are  not  permitted  by  the 
Inland  Revenue  to  send  these  to  you  unstamped.  Unless  we 
hear  from  you  to  the  contrary,  we  shall  send  them  forward  to  you 
duly  stamped,  in  three  days. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Snooks  &  Co.  (Limited). 

Messrs.  Snooks  &  Co.,  Blanktown, 

London.  December  5, 19031 

Dear  Sirs,  — If  you  send  the  bottles  of  cough-syrup  to  me 
stamped,  what  am  I  to  do  '?  If  I  take  off  the  labels,  I  am  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  20?.  ;  but  I  am  entitled  to  sell  the  syrup  unstamped, 
as  I  am  exempt,  being  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist.  Your 
further  observations  would  be  appreciated.       Yours  truly 

J.  Jones.  • 

Mr.  Jones,  London, 

Blanktown.  December  7,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  in  receipt  of  yours  of  December  5.  We  are 
sorry  that  we  are  not  able  to  send  the  bottles  to  you  labelled 
other  than  with  patent-medicine  stamp  affixed.  The  Stamp 
Department  of  the  Inland  Revenue  is  advised  that  the  person 
who  first  utters  or  sells  preparations  with  liable  labels  must 
stamp  them  if  he  is  not  exempt,  although  they  are  to  be  vended 
to  the  public  (as  generally  understood)  by  an  exempted  parson. 
We  can  to  some  extent  comply  with  your  wishes  by  sending  the. 
bottles  forward  unlabelled  and  the  labels  separately,  printed  and 
charged  to  your  account.  Your  further  instructions  will  be  ap- 
preciated. Faithfully  yours, 

Snooks  &  Co.  (Limited)i 

Messrs.  Snooks  ifc  Co.  (Limited),  Blanktown, 

London.  December  8,  1903.  . 

Dear  Sirs, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  7,  I  cannot 
take  the  cough-mixture  unlabelled  :  it  is  an  adult  mixture,  and 
there  is  a  danger  of  it  becoming  mixed  up  with  children's  cough- 
mixtures  or  anythiug  else  in  my  pharmacy.  As  the  preparation ' 
is  exempt  from  duty  when  in  my  possession,  please  send  it  to  me 
carriage  forward;  it  then  passes  into  my  possession,  I  believej 
according  to  the  law,  directly  the  carrier  picks  it  up  in  your 
warehouse.  If  this  will  not  answer  the  ideas  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  Stamp  Department,  let  me  know  when  the  preparation 
is  ready  and  the  labels  printed,  and  I  will  come  up  and  stick  the 
I  labels  on  myself.  Yours  truly, 

J.  Jones. 

Mr.  J.  Jones,  London, 

Blanktown.  December  9,  1903 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  yours  of  December  7,  we  are  advised  by 
the  Inland  Revenue  that  there  must  be  a  point  between  the 
uttering  and  receiving  which  makes  it  impossible  for  us  to 
comply  with  your  request  to  send  the  cough-syrup  carriage 
forward,  and  we  are  not  sure  that  you  would  not  be  an  employe 
of  ours  if  you  came  to  our  premises  and  stuck  the  labels  on  a 
syrup  that  we  make  for  you  or  sell  to  jou.  Under  the  circum- 
stances we  do  not  know  what  to  do.  Perhaps  it  would  be  simpler 
for  you  to  have  the  syrup  labelled,  like  the  grocer  down  the 
street,  "Lung-syrup"  instead  of  "Cough-syrup,"  and  with  no 
recommendation;  then  you  can  sell  it  without  difficulty.  This, 
of  course,  means  that  the  exemption  given  by  qualification  is  of 
no  use  to  you.  Faithfully  yours, 

Snooks  &  Co.  (Limited), 

Grocers  and  the  Acts. 

Our  Coloured  Supplement  last  week  contained  a  report  qf  a 
meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Grocers'  Association,  at  which  there 
was  another  lively  discussion  regarding  the  new  ruling  aq  to' 
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ailment  names.  Satisfaction  was  expressed  in  regard  to  what 
the  Federation  of  Grocers'  Associations  was  doing,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  bring  the  whole  matter  under  the  notice  of  Scotch 
members  of  Parliament.  Sir.  James  J.  Cockburn,  chemist 
and  druggist  (Francis  Spite  &  Co.,  Limited),  was  Chairman  and 
Convener  of  the  sub-committee,  and,  with  the  Chairman  of  the 
Association  and  the  Secretary,  interviewed  Mr.  J.  Parker 
Smith,  M.P.  for  Partick,  on  the  subject. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Federation  of  Grocers' 
Associations  met  in  London  last  week,  and  on  Thursday, 
December  3,  a  deputation  called  by  arrangement  at 
Somerset  House,  where  they  were  courteously  received  by 
Mr.  Chaplin,  the  Assistant  Secretary.  On  behalf  of  the  depu- 
tion,  Mr.  J.  P.  Evans,  J.P.,  pointed  out  that  the  Order  issued 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  Commissioners  following  upon  the 
decision  in  the  Ransom  v.  Sanguinetti  ease,  would  press  most 
hardly  upon  the  working  classes,  particularly  in  the  scattered 
districts  of  the  country,  where  medical  assistance  and  chemists' 
shops  were  not  sufficiently  easy  of  access.  He  asked  whether 
it  might  be  taken  as  officially  decided  that  medicine  described 
by  titles  referring  to  organs  of  the  body  rather  than  to  the 
action  such  preparations  would  have  upon  such  organs  would 
be  exempt  from  duty.  If  that  were  done,  he  thought  that  a 
■great  deal  of  the  difficulty  which  the  new  Order  presented 
■would  be  over.  He  also  pointed  out  that  it  is  most  desirable 
that  the 

Date  when  the  Order  Comes  into  Operation 
should  be  extended  from  December  31,  1903,  to  March  31, 
1904.  There  had  been  so  much  uncertainty  about  the  appli- 
cation, of  the  Order  of  the  Commissioners  that  the  trade  were 
at  present  very  confused  as  to  what  they  would  have  to 
comply  with.  The  new  suggestion  as  to  the  exemption  of 
medicines  bearing  "  organ-names  "  had  only  recently  come 
before  them,  and  the  month  of  December  was  an  exceedingly 
difficult  month  for  grocers  to  go  into  such  minute  details  of 
their  business.  An  extension  of  the  date  would  be  a  great 
convenience  to  the  trade. 

i  -  The  Assistant  Secretary,  in  replying,  said  that  there  was  no 
doubt  the  exemption  as  to  organ-named  medicines  might  be 
taken  as  having  been  definitely  decided,  and  he  would  be  glad 
to  discuss  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation  any  names 
that  might  be  presented,  in  order  that  the  Commissioners 
might  express  their  opinion  as  to  whether  these  came  within 
the  exemption.  In  reference  to  the  date  when  the  Order  is 
to  come  into  operation,  the  Board  had  certainly  decided  that 
December  31,  1S03,  would  be  the  limit  that  could  be  allowed. 
As,  however,  several  new  features  of  the  case  had  arisen  since 
July,  Mr.  Chaplin  added  that,  whilst  he  was  unable  to  definitely 
commit  the  Commissioners  to  any  date,  if  an  official  applica- 
tion were  sent  in  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation,  he  would 
take  care  that  it  was  put  before  the  proper  quarters,  and 
hoped  that  it  might  find  favourable  acceptance.  He  also 
pointed  out  that  the  Commissioners  had  never  harshly  put 
into  operation  any  Order,  and  should  any  individual  case  of 
difficulty  arise,  if  it  were  presented  to  the  Commissioners  by 
the  Federation,  he  would  assure  them  that  it  would  have 
every  consideration. 

The  deputation  thanked  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  his 
courteous  reception. 

personalities. 

Mr.  Duncan  Gair,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dartford, 
has  passed  the  B.Sc.  (Lond.)  examination  with  honours  in 
chemistry. 

Mix.  A.  E.  Austen,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Cradock,  Cape 
Colony,  is  now,  we  understand,  in  this  country  on  a  holiday. 
If  this  shoidd  meet  his  eye,  we  should  be  glad  if  he  would 
communicate  his  address  to  us. 

Mr.  A.  Ld-SK  Potter,  formerly  of  Messrs.  Sayres,  Allport 
&.  Potter,  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  has  been  home  for  a  holiday  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  year,  but  is  returning  shortly  to  start 
business  on  his  own  account  in  Sydney.  He  has  arranged 
with  Messrs.  John  Timpson  &  Co.  to  take  up  the  agency  for 
Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson's  goods  in  Australia,  and  is 
arranging  to  represent  other  firms. 

Dr.  Thomas  Dixson,  of  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  who  attended  tie 
Square  evening  meeting  on  Thursday  in  company  with 


Mr.  F.  M.  Fisk,  is  lecturer  on  materia  medica  and  thera- 
peutics in  the  University  of  Sydney,  and  an  ardent  botanist, 
being  President  of  the  Linnajan  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Dr.  Dixson  is  a  graduate  in  medicine  and  surgery  of  the 
Edinburgh  University  (1877),  and  studied  also  at 
Berlin  before  he  returned  to  his  native  colony.  He  took 
a  leading  part  in  promoting  the  foundation  and  interests  of 
the  Sydney  University,  and  is  connected  with  leading 
medical  and  scientific  bodies  of  New  South  Wales.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Medical  Board  of  the  colony.  Dr.  Dixson 
will  be  in  the  old  country  for  a  few  months. 


formulas 

for 

Known,  Admitted,  and  Approved"  Remedies. 

[The  first  instalment  was  given  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  September  26.] 


Antifebrile  PMs 

Quinina?  sulphatis  .. 
Pulv.  jalapae  ... 
Pulv.  rhei 

Hydrarg.  subchlor.  .. 
Ft.  pilula. 

Cough-pills. 
i. 

Pulv.  scilke  

Pulv.  ammoniaci 

Pulv.  ipecac  

Pulv.  opii   

Ft.  pilula. 

ii. 

Pulv.  camphoraj 

Acidi  benzoici  

Pulv.  opii   

01.  anisi   

Ft.  pilula. 

Diabetes-pills. 

Codeinae   

Ext.  hyoseyami 

Ft.  pilula. 

Digestive  Pills. 


6''.  j. 
gr-  j- 
gr-  j- 
gr-  j- 


gr.  J- 
gr-  j- 
gr.  ss. 
gr.  ss. 


gr-  J- 
gr.  j. 
gr.  as. 
"Is 


gr.  ss. 
gr-  ij- 


Pepsini 
Papaini 
Taka  diastase. 

Ft.  pilula. 


Pepsini 

Pulv.  capsici  ... 
Ext.  nucis  vom. 

Ft.  pilula. 


gr-  rj. 
gr-  j. 
gr-  j- 


gr-  ij- 

gr-  i 
gr.i 


Pepsini    gr.  j. 

Bismuth,  subnit.      ...  gr.  ij. 

Pil.  rhei  co    gr.  j. 

Ft.  pilula. 

Female  Pills. 

Pil.  aloes  et  myrrh.  ...  gr.  iij. 

Ferri  sulphat.  exsicc.  gr.  ij. 

Ft.  pilula. 

Two  to  be  taken  at  bedtime. 
Gout  and  Rheumatic  Pills. 

Pulv.  jalapce   gr.  ij. 

Hydrarg.  subchlor.  ...  gr.  j. 

Ext.  hyoseyami       ...  gr.j. 

Ft.  pilula. 

Two  at  bedtime. 


Little  Anticonsl ipat ion  Pills. 

Aloini   gr.  ^ 

Ext.  bellad   gr.  -J, 

Ext.  cascara   gr.  5 

Ext.  nuc.  vom.         ...  gr. 
Ext.  coloc.  co.         ...    gr.  j\ 

Ft.  pilula. 

Little  Aperient  Pills. 

Aloini  ...       ...  ...  gr.  jTl 

Pulv.  cambogia?  ...  gr.  ^ 

Ext.  coloc.  co.  ...  gr.  ^ 

Jalapini        ...  ...  gr.  ^ 

Oleores.  zingib.  ...  gr.  ^ 

Ft.  pilula. 

Aperient  Powders. 
(For  Adults) 
1. 

Pulv.     sodii  sulph. 

exsicc  5'j- 

Ft.  pulvis. 

To  be  taken  in  half  a  tumbler 
o£  hot  water  first  thing  in  the 
morning. 

11. 

Pulv.     sodii  sulph. 

exsicc  5iss. 

Pulv.  sodii  bicarb.    ...    gr.  x. 

Saccharini    gr.  ss. 

Ft.  pulvis. 

To  be  taken  in  half  a  tumbler 
of  hot  water. 

in. 

Sodii  sulph.  exsicc.  ...  5j- 
Mag.  sulph.  exsicc.  ...  5j. 
Ft.  pulvis. 

To  be  taken  same  as  No.  11. 

A  useful  substitute  for 
mineral  waters  for  travellers. 

Asthma-powders. 

("  Stramonium  ") 
Pulv.  stramonii       ...  5ij. 

Pulv.  lobelia?   3j- 

Pulv.  potass,  nitrat. ...  5j. 

Misce. 

(Ordinary) 

Pulv.  stramonii       ...  §j. 

Pulv.  lobelia?   §j. 

Pulv.  anisi    3j. 

Pulv.  potass,  nitrat....  5j- 

(Eucalyptus) 

Palv.  stramonii       ...  $j. 

Pulv.  lobelias   §j. 

Pulv.  fol.  eucalyptui...  5j. 

Pulv.  potass,  nitrat. ...  Sj. 

01.  eucalypti   inxx- 

Misce. 
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©bservaUons  ant>  IReflections. 

By  Xrayseh. 


The  C.O.D.  System, 

Cash  on  Delivery,  or  Shopping  by  Post, 
as  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  M.P.,  calls  it,  is  seriously  threaten- 
ing us.  The  Postmaster-General,  it  is  understood,  is  willing 
to  organise  the  scheme  if  he  finds  there  is  a  public  demand 
for  it,  and  a  few  influential  people  are  quietly  working  to 
bring  it  into  operation.  If  it  comes,  the  great,  rich,  and 
powerful  tradesmen,  the  universal  providers,  the  advertising 
specialists,  will  profit  by  it  immensely,  and  they  may  be 
trusted  to  cultivate  the  facilities  provided  for  all  they  are 
worth.  Meanwhile  the  public  will  only  spend  about  the 
same  amount.  Consequently  trade  will  simply  be  diverted 
from  one  channel  to  another ;  from  its  rightful  local  quarters 
to  the  big  stores  of  the  great  cities ;  from  the  poor,  but 
usefu1,  intermediary  of  the  little  town  to  the  unknown 
magnate  of  the  metropolis,  who,  by  adding  ten  thousand 
new  customers  to  his  clicntAle,  will  be  able  to  keep  a  few 
more  racehorses  or  strengthen  his  position  in  society.  In 
an  article  advocating  the  system  in  the  Nineteenth  Century 
Mr.  Henniker  Heaton  quotes  a  letter  received  by  him  Irom  a 
Piccadilly  confectioner,  who,  urging  him  to  continue  his 
efforts,  naively  tells  him  that  the  innovation  would  be  worth 
to  him,  he  estimates, 

An  Extra  Thousand  a  Year. 

Surely  that  admission  should 
induce  the  authorities  at  least  to  hesitate.  If  this  Piccadilly 
tradesman  makes  1,000Z.  more  a  year  out  of  C.O.D.,  a 
hundred  smaller  people  over  the  country  will  each  make  1QI. 
a  year  less.  Is  it  a  legitimate  object  of  the  Post  Office  to 
thus  obviously  assist  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many  1 
The  C.O.D.  system  may  be  useful  in  sparsely  populated 
countries,  like  America  and  Australia,  where  shops  may  be 
fifty  miles  away :  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  necessity, 
or  even  general  demand,  for  it  here.  If  established,  the 
country  chemist  will  suffer  as  much  in  proportion  to  his 
turnover  as  any  class.  He  will  still  be  useful  at  night  or 
in  specially  urgent  cases,  but  orders  that  are  not  pressing  will 
go  more  and  more  to  the  stores.  It  is  therefore  of  urgent  im- 
portance that  provincial  associations  should  discuss  the  pro- 
posal, and,  if  they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  system 
would  endanger  their  interests,  they  should  send  their 
protests  to  the  Postmaster-General  and  to  their  parliamentary 
representatives. 

A  Deputation  of  the  Council 

to  Somerset  Hcuse  on  the  medi- 
cine-stamp difficulties  comes  now  something  like  mustard 
after  dinner,  as  a  French  proverb  puts  it.  Six  months  ago 
the  Council  could  have  materially  helped  the  officials,  pre- 
vented a  vast  waste  of  correspondence,  served  its  consti- 
tuents, and  perhaps  covered  itself  with  glovy.  It  can  hardly 
be  expected — possibly  it  is  not  to  be  desired — that  further 
substantial  modifications  will  be  made  now  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law,  and  it  is  not  very  clear  what  is 
going  to  be  asked  for.  The  journals  have  done  the  work  on 
behalf  of  the  trade,  and  it  must  be  conceded  that  they  have 
done  it  well.  The  chief  possible  service  that,  as  far  as  I 
can  judge,  the  deputation  can  render  is  in  being  at  hand  for 
consultation  in  the  event  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue 
contemplating  some  change  in  the  law  authorising  medicine 
stamp-duty. 

Sailing  near  the  Wind 

in  connection  with  medicine-stamps  is 
suggested  by  some  purists  as  a  very  shocking  proceeding  on 


the  part  of  pharmacists.  I  wonder  what  they  mean.  If  a 
medicine  is  so  labelled  as  not  to  be  liable,  no  matter  how 
nearly  liable  it  may  be,  there  is  no  discredit  in  not  stamping 
it.  If  a  postal  packet  weighs  a  grain  less  than  4  oz.,  vie 
only  put  a  penny  stamp  on  it.  But  in  that  case  we  are  sailing 
pretty  close  to  the  wind  in  exactly  the  same  sense  as  we.aro 
when  we  save  three-halfpence  on  a  medicine  which  just 
avoids  liability. 

The  Arsenic  Royal  Commission 

has  dealt  with  the  subject 
entrusted  to  it  with  unusual  thoroughness.  Not  content  with 
tracking  down  the  arsenic  in  the  Manchester  beer  to  the 
glucose-factory  where  arsenicated  sulphuric  acid  was  em- 
ployed, and  seeing  to  the  safe  disposal  of  the  remaining 
stock  of  the  poisonous  stuff,  the  Commission  set  to  work  to 
follow  the  devious  wanderings  of  the  arsenic  atom  through 
the  natural  gates  and  alleys  of  the  body.  A  series  of  experi- 
ments was  made  expressly  for  the  Commission  by  Mr.  R.  F, 
Wood  Smith,  and  these  reveal  the  curious  fact  that  the  prin- 
cipal medium  whereby  arsenic  is  excreted  is  the  hair.  This 
observation  suggests  two  or  three  medical  reflections.  First, 
arsenic  is  a  cumulative  poison  ;  bald  persons  must  therefore 
be  peculiarly  liable  to  suffer  from  its  cumulative  effects. 
Second,  it  may  be  that  baldness  is  due  to  a  deficiency  of 
arsenic.  Nature  in  conducting  the  arsenic  atoms  to  the  hair- 
follicles  knows  what  she  is  about  :  the  hair  evidently 
requires  the  metal ;  ergo,  arsenic  is  Nature's  own  hair- 
restorer.  It  happens  to  be  also,  we  know,  a  depilatory,  but 
this  is  only  one  more  confirmation  of  the  similia  theory. 

The  Amendment  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

is  also  taken 

in  hand  by  the  Arsenic  Commission.  The  long-planned 
Board  of  Reference  is  again  brought  forward,  but  it  is  only 
now  proposed  by  the  Commission  to  create  such  a  Board 
for  the  purpose  of  advisiDg  Departments  as  to  standards. 
The  probability  that  a  Board  composed  largely  of  analysts 
would  take  over  the  entire  administration  of  the  Acts 
seems  to  be  perceived,  and  it  is  emphatically  laid  down 
that  the  Board  desired  by  the  Commission  is  to  be  only  a 
consultative  body.  As  the  Departments  can  consult  with 
whom  they  please  at  present,  the  need  of  a  specially 
appointed  set  of  counsellors  is  not  quite  obvious.  More  • 
serious  is  the  Commission's  recommendation  that  whenever  a 
defendant  alleges  that  he  has  sold  an  incriminated  article' in 
the  condition  in  which  he  bought  it,  his  provider  shall 
thereupon  be  associated  in  the  defence.  This  looks  like 
justice,  but  it  means  an  immense  increase  in  the  cost  and 
labour  of  conducting  prosecutions. 

Sir  William  Ramsay 

says  he,  at  University  College,  and  Mr. 
Watson- Will,  at  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  are 
not  aiming  at  the  same  ends.  The  distinction,  freely 
translated,  is  that  while  his  object  is  to  make  chemists,  Mr. 
Watson- Will's  is  to  make  chemists  and  druggists.  What  a 
pity  that  these  results  and  the  methods  of  accomplishing 
them  should  be,  and  should  have  to  be,  so  different.  Could 
we  not  have  a  few  chemists  and  druggists  produced  by  Sir 
William  Ramsay's  method  ? — trained  by  the  exercise  of  their 
own  intellects  rather  than  by  all  being  cast  from  one  mould. 
They  might  be  allowed  to  practice  in  the  East-end  or  in 
manufacturing  districts.  The  lovely  consequence  of  our 
carefully  elaborated  examination  system  is  that  the  chemist 
and  druggist  is  the  product  of  his  teachers;  the  chemist, 
trained  after  Sir  William  Ramsay's  ideal,  is  a  development 
of  himself,  and  may  become  an  original  thinker,  possibly 
a  discoverer.  }, 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Ckt  "Saute"  Co.,  CM 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-potsonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
'*  Soldls,"   '*  Okol,"    *'  Creoeide,"    "  Ochlop," 
"Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formie  Sulphugaiors."  "  Fopmle  Aip 
Puplfleps," 

"Formic  Fumlgatops,"  "Fopmie  Aldehyde" 
(40  pep  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powdep), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sh^ep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolic 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitai"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect"  Book  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to— 

THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethna)  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


SANATOGEN 


A  FOOD  REMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 


RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

Far  Terms,  Advertising  Matter  and  Literature  apply  to 

The  SANATOGEH-GO.,  S3  Upper  Thames  St,  Loadon  E.C. 


£>.  MUMFORD 


No.  1  Finest  Pore 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/  el 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  cwt 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/  d 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 

Best  Gleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

21  /  ewt. 

EPSOM    SAL  IS.  ESS 
Purified,  Clean,  aotB  Dev. 

9/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
[Light  Colour) 

15/  cwt. 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes). 

18/  cwt. 

Finest 
TART.  ACiD 

Lowst.Cur. 

Prices 

Finest  Pure 
TOILFT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10,b* 

Finest               1     1  /  lb. 
ARROWROOT         I      1  / 

*%*  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London  j 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond]  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.     Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail^ 
Tiondon  at  above  priceB. 


Cascara  Tablets. 

Or,  2.   Sugar  Coated. 

s  of  25,   24/=  per  gross 
les  of  100,    6/  =  per  doz. 


m  g 

a  .•:•::/•... 


Carriage  Paid, 
for  Samples  and  Price  List. 


STANDARD  TABLET  CO. 

HOVE,  SUSSEX. 


1A 


MILNE'S  DOUBLE  CYANIDE  GAUZE 

(Lister's  Guaranteed). 

MILNE'S  BATTIST, 

The  only  genuine  make. 

MILNE'S  PLASTER  OF  PARIS  BANDAGES 

In  handsomely  Decorated  Tins. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LTD. 

Wilson  Street,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E.  [2] 

Congreve's  Balsamic  Elixir. 


Dr.  Robert  Hutchison  in  his  Lecture  on  "  Patent  Medicines  "  at  the  London 
Hospital  on  November  lOLh,  as  reported  in  The  Lancet  of  November  28th, 
1903,  professes  to  give  the  "  approximate  ingredients  of  various  patent  and 
proprietary  preparations."  Among  others  he  mentions  "Congreve's 
Elixir"  as  containing  "  Benzoic  Acid,  Infusion  of  Elderberries,  Alcohol, and 
Allspice."  The  proprietors  of  "  Congreve's  Balsamic  Elixir  "  categorically 
deny  the  correctness  of  this  assertion.  Of  the  four  ingredients  named,  one 
only— that  is  Alcohol  in  a  certain  form  (as  a  solvent)-  is  correct,  and  not  a 
particle  of  any  one  of  the  three  other  ingredients  mentioned  is  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  this  medicine.  In  fact,  Congreve's  Elixir  contains  about 
one  dozen  different  ingredients.  It  is  interesting  to  find  that  an  attempted 
chemical  analysis  of  a  complicated  preparation  like  this  can  give  a  result  so 
far  removed  from  the  facts. 


ASK  YOUR  WIFE  AND  DAUGHTER 


To  read  page  7. 


PATENTS  AND  TRADE  MARKS. 

There  are  many  worrying  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  oonneotion 
with  the  Registration  of  Trade  Marks  and  the  grant  of  Letters  Patent, 
which  members  of  the  Retail  and  Wholesale  Drug  Trade  can  avoid  by 
consulting  an  efficient  agent,  who  would  undertake  all  the  trouble  for 
an  inclusive  fee  and  obtain  protection  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
■broad.  Advioe  in  the  first  instance  free.   Pamphlets  gratis. 

REGINALD  W.  BARKER. 

56  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


Our  Diary  for  1904. 

Copies  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  are  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Globe  Parcel  Express  for  delivery  to 
subscribers  in  all  parts  of  the  United  KiDgdom.  Each 
parcel  is  carriage  paid  to  destination.     Subscribers  are 
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particularly  requested  not  to  refuse  delivery  should  any 
charge  be  made  by  the  local  agent,  but  to  pay  the  amount 
and  get  a  receipt ;  on  forwarding  the  latter  to  us  we  will 
refund  the  charge.  Copies  of  the  Diary  to  out-of-the-way 
places  are  being  sent  by  parcel-post.  As  a  very  large 
number  of  parcels  have  to  be  handled,  it  may  be  Thursday, 
December  17,  or  a  day  after,  before  all  copies  are  delivered 
in  the  United  Kingdom;  and  if  any  subscriber  does  not 
receive  his  copy  by  Saturday,  December  19,  we  shall  be  glad 
if  he  will  advise  us  of  the  fact  by  postcard. 

Each  copy  of  the  Diary  contains  a  postcard  coupon 
entitling  the  receiver  to  compete  for  101.  10s.  in  prizes.  The 
centre  of  one  side  of  the  card  is  devoted  to  "  points  in 
medicine-stamp  law."  This  gives,  in  the  briefest  possible 
terms,  the  grounds  of  liability  to  and  exemptions  from 
stamp-duty.  The  card  will  be  found  to  be  all  that  one 
usually  requires  for  reference,  and  it  may  with  advantage  be 
kept  at  the  desk  or  other  convenient  place  behind  one's 
counter.  We  can  supply  a  limited  number  of  reprints  to  any 
subscriber  who  sends  us  a  stamped  (Id.)  and  addressed 
envelope.  To  the  exemption  column  may  be  added : 
"  Asthma-powders  or  cigarettes  to  be  burnt  and  the  smoke 
inhaled."  It  may  also  be  noted  that  11  redness  of  the  skin 
from  exposure  to  the  sun,"  &c,  is  (we  have  been  officially 
informed)  not  considered  to  be  an  ailment. 

We  regret  that  we  shall  be  unable  to  supply  extra  copies 
of  the  Diary  to  subscribers  or  non-subscribers.  The  orders 
in  hand  at  this  date  will  be  executed,  and  everyone  now  on 
our  subscription-books  will  receive  a  copy,  but  the  edition, 
although  the  largest  we  have  ever  published,  is  nearly 
exhausted.  This  is  solely  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  popu- 
larity of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  has  never  been  so 
great  as  it  is  now.  During  the  past  six  months  old  sub- 
scribers have  renewed  very  promptly,  and  new  subscrip- 
tions have  been  received  in  numbers  which  are  gratifying, 
considering  how  well  the  drug-trade  of  the  country  supports 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  The  recent  influx  of  new 
subscribers  who  want  the  Diary  has  made  greater  inroads 
on  the  stock  than  we  anticipated,  and  for  that  reason  we  are 
compelled  to  stop  the  sale  of  extra  copies.  We  presume 
that  the  formulas  for  known,  admitted,  and  approved 
remedies  are  what  old  and  new  subscribers  have  in  view. 
We  may,  therefore,  state  for  the  benefit  of  any  who  desire 
to  subscribe  after  this  date  that  we  shall  supply  them  with 
the  Diary  as  long  as  any  are  left.  After  that  we  propose 
the  following  arrangement— viz.,  to  supply  The  CHEMIST 
and  Druggist  during  1904,  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary  for  1905  (when  published),  and  a  copy  of  the  supple- 
mentary volume  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  now  in  the 
press,  for  11.  The  new  volume  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " 
contains  all  the  formulas  that  are  in  the  1904-  Diary  and  a 
great  many  more.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
principal  contents : 

I. —  Medicine- stamp  Acts,  historical  and  explanatory,  com- 
prising a  complete  codification  of  the  principal  statutes 
and  the  Acts  modifying  administration. 
II. — Australian  formulas  :  being  the  formulas  in  use  in  the 
principal  hospitals  of  the  Australian  Commonwealth, 
together  with  the  formulas  of  the  "  Australian  Phar- 
maceutical Formulary."  1 
III- — Formulas  for  preparations  With  ailment-names  (abscess  to 
corns)  which  are  dutiable  when  sold  under  such  namej, 
but  which  qualified  chemists  may  sell  without  duty. 
IV. — Preparations  for  coughs. 

V. — Formulas  for  preparations  with  ailment-names  (deafness 

to  icthyosis).  ! 
VI. — Preparations  for  indigestion. 
VII. — Preparations    with    ailment-names    (infants'   gripe  to 

melancholia). 
VIII. — Preparations  for  neuralgia. ; 
IK.— Preparations  with  ailmeut-names  (night-sweats  to  ton- 
sillitis). 


X, — Preparations  for  toothache. 

XI! — Preparations  with  ailment-names  (ulcers  to  Zonas). 
XII. — Formulas   for   preparations  with  body-names,  mo.?t  of 
which  do  not  incur  liability  to  stamp-duty. 

XIII.  — Formulas  for  preparations  with  descriptive  titles. 

XIV.  — Formulas  for  galenical  preparations. 
XV. — Formulas  for  miscellaneous  preparations. 

XVI. — Formulas  for  toilet-preparations,  perfumery,  &c. 
Appendices  and  a  complete  index. 

Those  who  receive  the  Diary  will  observe  that  the  new 
volume  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas "  differs  completely 
in  arrangement  from  the  Diary  As  previously  explained, 
we  could  not  find  room  in  the  Diary  for  any  formulas  but 
those  which  bore  dutiable  names  when  the  Diary  selection 
was  arranged.  Since  then  body-names  have  been  removed 
from  the  dutiable  class,  and  we  therefore  took  advantage  of 
the  resetting  of  the  Diary  formulas  to  rearrange  them.  It 
should  be  understood  that  the  new  volume  of  "Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas  "  is  not  a  reprint  of  the  Diary,  but  is 
uniform  in  type  and  style  with  the  1898  work.  The  published 
price  of  the  book  is  10s.,  or  by  post  10s.  6d.,  except,  as  above 
stated,  in  the  case  of  those  who  begin  to  subscribe  for  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  as  from  January  1,  1904,  and  to 
whom  we  cannot  supply  the  1904  Diary.  In  such  cases  a 
cheque  or  postal  order  for  11.  will  include  a  copy  of  the 
supplementary  volume  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  post 
free. 

Olive  Oil  in  France  and  U.S.A. 

The  culture  of  the  olive  in  California  is  sufficiently  long  esta- 
blished to  enable  the  manufacture  of  olive  oil  to  be  an 
American  industry.  It  is  so  in  most  respects,  but  the 
Californian  oil-makers  supply  only  a  small  proportion  of  the 
oil  actually  used  in  the  United  States,  much  more  being 
imported,  and  the  cotton-saed  oil  pressers  helping  to  eke  out 
the  supplies.  The  Californian  olive-growers  are  keenly  alive 
to  the  importance  of  their  business,  and  are  so  willing  to 
learn  how  it  is  carried  on  in  Europe  that,  through  their  Los 
Angelos  Association  and  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce 
at  Washington,  they  have  obtained  from  the  American 
Consul-General  at  Marseilles  (Mr.  R.  P.  Skinnsr)  a  valuable 
report  on  olives  and  olive  oil  in  France.  We  gather  from 
this  that  the  principal  difficulties  in  California  are  in  regard 
to  the  preservation  of  olives  for  the  table,  and  how  to  treat 
the  oil  so  as  to  prevent  rancidity  and  other  objectionable 
features.  The  Californian  growers  also  know  little  or 
nothing  of  the  methods  of  manufacturing  what  are  known 
as  olive-oil  "  foots."  Although  the  Californian  olive-crop  in 
1902  was  greater  than  that  of  1901,  the  yield  of  oil  in  1902 
was  only  a  tenth  of  that  in  1931 — which  was  over 
200,000  gals.  The  fruit,  it  appears,  was  all  right,  but 
180,000  gals,  that  it  should  have  yielded  was  irretrievably 
lost  from  various  causes. 

Mr.  Skinner  has  gathered  much  useful  information  on 
this  subject.  This  relates  to  the  gathering  of  the  rips 
fruit,  the  preservation  of  green  olives,  and  the  extraction, 
clarification,  and  filtration  of  olive  oil.  On  the  last  point 
he  gives  the  following  information  which  is  not  generally 
k  nown : 

The  complete  clarification  of  comestible  oil  results  from  the  use 
of  citric  or  tannic  acid,  but  resort  to  these  methods  is  unusual 
unless  the  material  is  inferior  in  grade.  A  solution  of  tannic  acid 
is  prepared  as  follows  ;  Two  kilograms  (44  lbs.)  of  ground  oak- 
bark  is  placed  for  two  or  three  days  in  10  litres  (10'6  quarts)  of 
water.  The  bark  must  be  frequently  stirred  and  the  liquid  filtered 
before  being  used.  If  citric  acid  is  desired,  the  juice  of  twelve 
ordinary  lemons  should  be  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water. 
This  liquid  should  also  be  filtered  before  being  used.  Either  acid 
solution  is  poured  very  slowly  into  the  oil,  which  in  the  meantime 
is  agitated  with  a  small  osier-broom.  At  the  end  of  twenty-four 
hours  the  acid  will  have  completed  its  work.    The  limpid  oil 
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mounts  to  the  surface  and  the  impurities  are  precipitated.  The 
oil  is  decanted  and  prepared  for  the  market. 

The  industrial  oils  are  purified  by  the  use  of  sulphuric  acid. 
The  process  consists  in  the  agitation  of  the  oil,  into  which  has 
been  poured  2  per  cent,  of  its  weight  of  sulphuric  acid  at  66°  C. 
and  a  quantity  of  water.  The  mixture  is  allowed  to  repose,  and 
is  then  decanted  and  filtered  by  ordinary  processes.  If  the  oil  be 
heated  to  60°  or  70°  C,  the  proportion  of  sulphuric  acid  may  be 
reduced  to  as  little  as  one-half  of  1  per  cent.  If  industrial  oils 
are  to  be  purified  by  the  use  of  potash  or  soda,  the  rule  is  to  pour 
into  the  oil  a  weak  alkaline  lye,  the  liquid  being  then  vigorously 
mixed.  After  repose  the  liquid  forms  in  three  strata — the  alkaline 
solution  appears  at  the  bottom,  the  clarified  oil  at  the  top,  and  in 
the  middle  is  a  stratum  in  emulsion.  The  upper  layer  is  removed, 
and  to  the  middle  layer  is  added  another  quantity  of  the  alkaline 
solution,  the  product  being  again  beaten  and  allowed  to  repose, 
whereupon  it  forms  three  strata,  as  before.  The  operation  is 
repeated  until  the  bottom  layer  is  but  slightly  troubled.  The  oil 
is  then  decanted  and  filtered,  after  repose. 

The  mode  of  purification  depends  somewhat  upon  the  ultimate 
use  of  the  oil.  Those  oils  clarified  by  the  use  of  alkalies  are  more 
useful  for  lubricating-purposes  than  those  which  have  been  treated 
with  acids.  Tne  latter  are  always  mire  or  less  asid,  and  are  more 
liable  to  attack  the  metal. 

In  regard  to  adulteration.,  Mr.  Skinner  defends  the  foreign 
manufacturer  and  exporter,  and  says  the  oil  shipped  to  the 
United  States  is  not  adulterated  to  the  extent  popularly 
supposed.  The  oils  commonly  sold  in  Europe  for  table-use 
are  frequently  mixed  with  other  vegetable  oils,  and  no 
mystery  is  made  about  the  matter.  The  claim  is  set  up 
that  in  many  regions,  especially  those  distant  from  the  oil- 
producing  country,  popular  taste  demands  an  oil  less  fruity 
than  that  of  pure  olive  oil,  and  by  means  of  carefully  pro- 
portioned compositions  many  consumers  have  been  found 
for  vegetable  oils  who  would  otherwise  refrain  from  using 
them.  The  opinion  which  is  prevalent  in  the  United  States 
that  French-oil  exporters  palm  off  on  the  Americans  the 
bottled  product  of  their  own  cotton-fields,  has  no  weight 
with  Mr.  Skinner.  "  The  idea,"  he  says,  "  that  any 
considerable  quantity  of  cotton  oil  is  re-exported  to 
America  is  erroneous,"  and  he  points  out  that  the  exports  of 
olive  oil  to  the  United  States  from  France  in  1932  were 
valued  at  $2,335,109,  not  including  "  foots,"  while  Mar- 
seilles imports  #3,000,000  worth  of  cotton  oil.  He  gives 
reasons  for  inferring  that  this  cotton-seed  oil  is  used  for 
industrial  purposes,  as  not  more  than  #300,000  of  it  can  go 
back  to  the  United  States  as  olive  oil,  but  until  Mr.  Skinner 
shows  the  actual  industrial  uses  to  which  Marseilles'  large 
imports  of  cotton-seed  oil  are  put,  he  will  not  remove  the 
l;  fallacy."  Mr.  Skinner's  report  concludes  with  figures 
showing  the  imports  of  olives  and  olive  oil  into  the  United 
States  during  1902.  These  show  that  Italy  supplied 
#1,041,277  worth  of  oil,  France  #940,318  worth,  Spain 
$341,442,  and  Greece  practically  all  the  rest  (#10,974).  Mr. 
Skinner  gives  the  Californian  makers  a  hint  which  they 
scarcely  required,  for  their  efforts  during  the  past  twenty 
years  have  been  to  supply  table-oil.    He  says  : 

The  manufacturers  in  California  have  every  possible  interest  in 
maintaining  a  high  standard  for  their  wares.  .  .  .  The  edible  pro- 
duct packed  in  bottles  and  cans  is  dutiable  [on  importation]  at 
the  rate  of  50e.  per  gal.,  and  at  the  rate  of  4-Oc.  per  gal.  if  packed 
in  barrels,  the  low-grade  oils  for  industrial  purposes  being  ad- 
mitted free.  A  domestic  supply  of  first-class  oil  will  without 
doubt  result  in  time  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  very  large  fish- 
preserving  industry,  in  which  the  Pacific  Coast  will  have  much 
direct  interest. 

For  a  dozen  years  or  more  the  Californian  makers  have  put 
on  the  market  an  excellent  oil  at  #1  per  wine-quart  bottle,  but 
the  Fates  have  dogged  them  continually,  for  when  the 
successful  extension  of  the  industry  appears  to  have  been 
assured  they  have  had  to  seek  the  assistance  of  the  State  or 
some  of  its  Departments  to  bring  them  nearer  perfection. 
Mr.  Skinner's  help  is  not  the  latest  in  this  direction,  for  we 
learn  that  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  University  of 
California  has  been  studying  a  new  method  of  oil-extraction, 


and  experts  believe  that  a  much  larger  product  of  first-grade 
oil  will  be  secured  than  by  the  old  way.  The  process  does 
away  with  the  old-fashioned  oil-press,  and  in  its  place  the 
modern  sugar-house  centrifugal  machine  is  adopted.  This 
method  has  been  employed  in  Algiers  with  splendid  results. 

Another  bulletin  has  been  published  by  the  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  (Bureau  of  Chemistry)  on  olive  oils  and 
their  adulterations.  Work,  it  appears,  was  first  begun  on 
imported  oils  received  through  Customs  officers ;  it  was 
then  thought  advisable  to  go  into  the  open  market  and 
secure  oils  sold  in  retail  stores  under  foreign  labels  in  order 
to  make  a  comparison  of  olive  oil  as  it  is  received  by  the 
Customs  officers  and  as  it  is  sold  to  the  consumer.  After- 
wards the  chemists  of  the  Bureau  made  a  study  of  American 
olive  oils,  and  with  this  object  many  samples  were  purchased 
from  the  stores,  and  a  number  of  the  leading  manufacturers 
furnished  samples  as  they  left  the  refinery.  It  is  noted  that 
the  Californian  oils  purchased  were  all  of  superior  quality, 
and  that  only  two  of  the  fifteen  samples  examined  con- 
tained any  oil  other  than  olive  oil.  Summarising  the 
results  of  the  Bureau's  work,  we  find  that  the  olive  oil 
consumed  in  the  United  States  is  mostly  imported 
from  France  and  Italy,  and  that  the  amount 
produced  in  California  is  relatively  small.  Indeed,  it  cannot 
rank  as  a  competitor  with  French  and  Italian  oils,  even 
after  the  latter  have  paid  the  duty  of  50c.  per  gal.  The 
adulteration  of  foreign  oils  imported  into  the  United  States 
is  practised  to  a  much  less  extent  than  is  popularly  supposed ; 
only  five  out  of  the  sixty-one  samples  obtained  from  the 
Customs  officers  were  found  to  contain  other  than  olive  oil, 
and  none  of  these  contained  cotton-seed  oil.  On  the  other 
hand,  oils  bought  on  the  open  market,  bearing  labels  indi- 
cati  lg  a  foreign  origin,  were  found  to  be  extensively  adul- 
terated with  cotton-seed  oil.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that 
these  adulterated  oils  bearing  foreign  labels  are  labelled  and 
adulterated  after  leaving  the  port  of  entry.  The  result  of 
analyses  of  oils  of  known  purity  show  that  the  Californian 
olive  oils  generally  have  a  higher  iodine  number,  a  lower 
melting-point  of  fatty  acids,  and  a  lower  percentage  of  solid 
fatty  acids  than  the  French  and  Italian  oils. 


Formul£e=numbers. 

Those  of  our  subscribers  who  sent  us  formulas  for  ailment- 
name  medicines  in  time  for  insertion  in  the  Diary  should 
have  no  difficulty  in  finding  out  their  own  formulas,  and 
consequently  the  numbers  attached  to  them.  If  they  have 
any  doubt,  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  send  us  a  reply  postcard, 
mentioning  what  formulas  they  sent,  and  we  will  trace  the 
formulas  and  let  them  have  the  numbers.  In  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas "  the  numbers  will  in  some  cases  be 
different,  but  we  are  making  a  reference-list  of  such 
differences. 

"  Answers  "  on  the  Drug=trade. 

We  are  indebted  to  several  subscribers  for  calling  our  atten- 
tion to  a  column  article  in  Answers  of  December  5,  entitled 
"  Tricks  in  the  Drug -trade,"  to  which  the  following  note  is 
appended : 

[Note. — If  this  article  bsars  any  sinister  reflection  on  the 
trade,  it  is  only  on  that  part  of  it  which  resorts  to  practices 
which  no  honest  chemist  would  tolerate.—  Editob.] 
The  article  appears  to  be  one  of  a  series,  for  we  observe  that 
some  grocers  associations  have  been  resenting  alleged  tricks  in 
their  trade.  We  do  not  think  any  body  of  educated  men 
should  pay  the  slightest  attention  to  articles  of  the  Answers 
type.  They  are  of  the  trashiest  description,  and  an  editor's 
note  does  not  exonerate  him  from  the  offence  of  pitching  mud 
at  a  class  with  the  pretence  of  hitting  the  few  who  may  deserve 
it.    This  is  the  meanest  journalistic  trick  that  we  knew  of.  j 
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Women  Dispensers. 

A  Daily  News  representative  lias  interviewed  the  principal 
of  a  college  of  pharmacy  for  ladies,  and  writes  of  dispensing 
as  an  occupation  for  women  in  glowing  terms.  The  principal 
of  the  college  now  has  seventy  women  students,  compared 
with  seven  or  eight  fifteen  years  ago— the  Apothecaries' 
Assistants'  examination  is  the  one  trained  for.  After  much 
about  the  college  and  who  study  there,  we  are  told  : 

Up  to  date  the  profession  is  not  overcrowded,  except  in  this 
-limited  sense — that  if  a  dispenser  wishes  to  obtain  work  in  some 
particular  district  she  will  probably  have  to  wait ;  taking  the 
country  generally  there  are  plenty  of  openings.  .  .  .  The  most 
coveted  posts  are  those  under  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
the  salaries  given  by  the  Board  range  from  120?.  to  150?.  a  year. 
The  ordinary  salary  of  a  dispenser  is  from  80?.  to  100?. 

Perhaps  the  Daily  News  does  not  realise  the  harm  that  it 
does  by  giving  wide  publicity  to  statements  of  this  kind 
without  qualification.  The  openings  for  women  as  dispensers 
are  few,  and  the  market  is  overstocked  with  applicants  for 
them.  The  wages  they  receive  from  medical  men  are  nearer 
10s.  a  week  than  80?.  a  year.  The  Government  posts  are 
held  by  men,  most  of  whom  have  a  higher  qualification  than 
that  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society,  and  the  women  who  hold 
first-class  positions  as  dispensers  in  hospitals  for  women 
and  the  like  have  the  pharmaceutical  qualification.  During 
recent  months  we  have  spoken  to  a  number  of  qualified 
female  dispensers  on  this  subject,  and  they  all  agree  that 
there  has  been  gross  exaggeration  as  to  dispensing  being  an 
excellent  sphere  of  work  for  women.  We  have  more  than 
once  pointed  out  that  the  articles  in  the  lay  Press  are  chiefly 
responsible  for  persuading  large  numbers  of  young  girls  that 
dispensing  is  a  good  thing  for  them ;  and  we  think  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  trace  the  inspiration  of  these  articles  to 
coaching  schools.  Scores  of  girls  in  consequence  enter  for 
the  six  months'  training  that  is  requisite  for  the  Apothecaries' 
Assistants'  certificate,  and  comparatively  few  of  them  ever 
get  further  than  that.  We  have  looked  through  the  adver- 
tisements in  two  recent  issues  of  the  Lancet,  and  find  in  one 
a  single  vacant  situation  advertised — and  a  man  required- 
In  the  same  issue  seven  advertisers  want  situations  as  dis- 
pensers, three  of  them  women.  In  another  issue  three 
vacancies  are  advertised,  men  being  wanted  for  all ;  and  of 
five  who  want  situations  two  are  women,  and  one  advertise- 
ment is  by  the  college  that  the  Daily  News  writes  about, 
which  offers  to  supply  lady  dispensers  immediately.  This 
does  not  look  like  a  big  demand  for  women  dispensers,  and 
many  of  them  who  call  at  our  office  on  the  outlook  for 
situations  speak  in  doleful  terms  of  their  prospects. 

Weights  and  Measures. 

The  annual  report  does  not  contain  anything  of  particular 
concern  to  pharmacists,  but  some  points  are  of  general 
interest.  The  quinquennial  comparison  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  standards  with  the  Imperial  standards  and  the  Metric 
standards  has  been  carried  out,  as  required  by  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Act.  The  new  bar,  made  of  the  metal  iridio- 
platinum,  on  which  it  was  intended  to  mark  the  true 
length  of  the  Imperial  standard  yard  at  the  temperature  of 
62°  Fahrenheit,  has  now  had  its  graduations  and  microscopic 
lines  marked  thereon  by  Dr.  J.  Rene  Benoit,  the  Director  of 
the  International  Bureau  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Paris. 
The  bar  was  first  supplied  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  Matthey  &  Co., 
of  London,  in  1897,  and  subsequently  forwarded  to  the 
Society  for  the  Construction  of  Instruments  of  Precision  at 
Geneva  (Societe  Genevoise)  to  be  finally  adjusted,  planed, 
and  polished.  This  bar  was  then  transmitted  from  Geneva 
to  Paris,  where  its  graduation  and  preliminary  verification 
was  carried  out.  It  was  delivered  at  the  Standards  Depart- 
ment last  March,  having  been  brought,  at  the  instance  of 
the  British  Government  and  by  the  intervention  of  the 
French  authorities,  from  the  Bureau  International  des  Poids 


et  Mesures  in  its  box  unopened  until  its  delivery  at  the 
Standards  Department.  This  bar  is  composed  of  an  alloy  of 
platinum  and  iridium  (90  per  cent,  platinum,  10  per  cent, 
iridium).  The  final  verification  of  this  newpiiniary  standard 
measure  is  not  yet  finished,  as  it  has  to  be  compared  with 
the  three  standard  yards  deposited  with  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Royal  Mint,  and  Royal  Society.  We  note  that  three  sets  of 
standard  apothecaries'  weights,  10  oz.  to  §  gr.,  have  been 
supplied  for  official  use  to  the  authorities  at  Johannesburg. 

Standardisation  of  Disinfectants. 

The  appointment  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  last  week 
of  Mr.  Walter  Hills  to  represent  the  Society  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Disinfectants  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  is  of  more 
than  passing  interest.  Recently  Dr.  Samuel  Rideal,  F.I.C., 
in  association  with  Mr.  J.  T.  Ainslie  Walker,  contributed  a 
paper  to  the  Institute  on  the  standardisation  of  disinfec- 
tants, urging,  in  regard  to  bacteriological  methods,  that 
(1)  time,  (2)  age  of  culture,  (3)  medium,  (4)  temperature  of 
incubation,  (5)  temperature  of  medication,  (6)  variations  in 
vital  resistance  of  species,  and  (7)  proportion  of  culture  to 
disinfectant  should  be  taken  into  account.  They  submitted 
a  standard  method  depending  upon  the  use  of  B.P.  carbolic 
acid  as  an  inhibiting-agent,  the  test  in  the  case  of  the 
disinfectant  under  examination  being  made  thus : 

To  5  c.c.  of  a  particular  dilution  of  the  disinfectant  in  sterilised 
water  add  five  drops  of  a  twenty-four  hours'  blood-beat  culture  of 
the  organism  in  broth;  shake  and  take  sub-cultures  every  two 
and  a  half  minutes  up  to  fifteen  minutes.  Incubate  these  sub- 
cultures for  at  least  forty-eight  hours  at  37°  C.  Allowing  thirty 
Beconds  for  each  act  of  medication  and  the  same  time  for  making 
each  sub-culture,  four  different  dilutions  of  the  disinfectant  under 
examination,  together  with  one  standard  control,  may  be  tested 
against  the  same  culture,  under  conditions  which  make  the 
results  strictly  comparable.  The  strength  or  efficiency  of  the 
disinfectant  is  expressed  in  multiples  of  carbolic  acid  performing 
the  same  work. 

The  paper  published  in  the  journal  of  the  Institute  for 
October  gives  many  details,  and  as  a  result  of  it  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted : 

That  the  Council  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  do  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  desirability  of  establishing  a  standard 
bacteriological  method  for  determining  the  efficiency  of  disinfec- 
tants, and  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  for  ensuring  the 
legal  control  of  disinfectants. 

It  is  on  this  committee  that  Mr.  Walter  Hills  is  to  serve. 
The  work  is  necessary,  and  if  it  results  in  a  uniform  standard 
being  adopted  good  public  service  will  be  done. 

The  Duty  on  Spirits. 

In  reply  to  the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  written  stating  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Finance  Act  of  1902  do  not  apply  to 
perfume-manufacturers  who  use  large  quantities  of  spirit, 
and  that  when  perfumes  are  exported  drawbacks  are  given 
equal  to  the  duty,  while  for  home  consumption  not  only  home 
manufacturers,  but  foreign  also,  are  subject  to  duty.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  be  practicable  to  abolish  the  pre- 
ferential duty  on  spirits  used  in  manufactures.  This,  we 
may  say,  is  not  at  all  satisfactory,  but  we  believe  those 
interested  in  the  use  of  duty-free  spirit  are  determined  to 
keep  pegging  away  until  the  Treasury  recognises  that  the 
spirit  section  of  the  Finance  Act,  1902,  was  added  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  chemical  and  allied  manufactures  in 
this  country.  The  regulations  which  have  been  drawn  up 
make  the  section  inoperative,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  authorities  to  co-operate  with  manufacturers  in 
giving  effect  to  the  desire  of  the  Legislature.  The  second 
point  referred  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  relates 
to  the  penny  put  on  the  differential  import-duty  on  spirits  by 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  when  the  corn-duty  was  imposed.  The 
latter  duty  has  since  been  repealed,  but  the  penny  remains. 
It  is  not  altogether  a  monetary  trifle,  but  it  is  a  miserable 
little  bit  of  protection  that  any^Government  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of. 
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High  Court  Case. 

COEKS  FOR  APOLLINAEIS. 

In  the  Commercial  Court  of  the  King's  Bench  Division  on 
Monday,  December  7,  Mr.  Justice  Walton  gave  judgment  in 
the  action  of  the  Apollinaris  Company  (Limited)  v.  The 
Nord-Deutsche  Insurance  Company.  It  was  a  claim  by  the 
plaintiffs  to  recover  on  a  marine-policy  the  value  of  a  con- 
signment of  corks  sent  from  London  to  the  company's 
springs  at  Nordenau  on  the  Khine.  The  corks  were  shipped 
at  London  on  the  Holland  Steamship  Company's  steamer, 
and  at  Amsterdam  they  were  transhipped  to  a  Khine 
steamer,  where  they  were  stowed  on  deck.  A  fire  occurred 
on  the  Khine  steamer  and  the  corks  were  damaged  or 
destroyed.  The  defendant  company  denied  that  they  were 
liable  for  goods  dealt  with  as  a  deck-cargo.  His  Lordship 
said  that  might  hold  good  with  regard  to  a  sea-going 
vessel,  but  it  did  not  apply  to  vessels  used  for  inland 
navigation  like  a  Rhine  steamer,  where  it  was  the  custom 
to  carry  goods  on  deck,  and  found  for  plaintiff-company  for 
the  amount  claimed,  1,021Z.  lis.  10d,,  and  costs. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

A  Doctor's  Girl. 

In  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court  on  Wednesday,  December  9, 
Margaret  Hudson,  an  unqualified  assistant,  was  charged 
with  selling  laudanum  while  assistant  in  the  shop  of  Dr.  Roy 
Fortune,  107  Castle  Street.  She  admitted  the  charge,  and 
her  agent  (Mr.  Brannan)  said  she  pleaded  guilty  upon  his 
advice.  Had  the  case  gone  to  trial  he  would  have  been 
able  to  show  that  the  prosecution  had  resorted  to  objection- 
able methods  to  secure  a  conviction.  His  client,  who  was 
only  sixteen  years  of  age,  was  engaged  by  Dr.  Fortune  to 
keep  his  shop  open.  She  received  express  instructions  not 
to  sell  poison,  and  she  did  her  best  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions, and  in  all  probability  would  have  succeeded  but  for 
the  manner  in  which  she  was  trapped  by  a  Mrs.  McKellar, 
the  agent  for  the  Society,  who  called  at  the  shop  on  several 
occasions  and  wormed  herself  into  the  confidence  of  the 
girl.  She  represented  that  she  had  toothache.  On  the 
occasion  of  her  second  call  accused  refused  to  supply 
laudanum,  but  on  the  last  occasion  Mrs.  McKellar,  after  a 
great  deal  of  persuasion,  induced  her  to  supply  the  poison. 
Accused  was  dismissed  from  her  employment  three  or  four 
days  before  the  complaint  was  served,  and  before  either  she 
or  the  doctor  knew  that  a  prosecution  was  intended.  As 
her  family  was  in  poor  circumstances,  he  appealed  to  the 
Court  to  make  the  fine  as  moderate  as  possible. 

Mr.  Peter  Morison,  S.S.C.,  who  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the 
Society,  said  he  could  not  assent  to  the  statements  made  on 
behalf  of  the  respondent.  His  information  was  that  Mrs. 
McKellar  was  not  at  the  shop  frequently.  She  was  only  at 
the  shop  once  before  she  bought  the  laudanum,  and  it  was 
absolutely  untrue  that  she  feigned  toothache.  The  poison 
was  sold  without  question  or  inquiry.  Complaints  had  been 
made  against  Dr.  Fortune's  two  shops,  and  his  procedure 
seemed  to  be  to  get  rid  of  his  assistants.  They  failed 
altogether  to  trace  the  assistant  in  the  shop  at  154  Gallow- 
gate,  which  was  indicative  of  the  methods  which  the 
Society  had  to  contend  with.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
respondent  immediately  after  service  of  the  complaint, 
intimating  the  date  of  the  pleading  diet,  and  received  the 
letter  back  marked  "  Gone  ;  no  address."  It  was  only  when 
intimation  was  made  that  the  case  would  go  to  trial  in  her 
absence  that  she  turned  up  at  the  pleading  diet.  As  the 
accused  did  not  admit  her  guilt  the  prosecution  had  been 
put  to  a  great  deal  of  expense.  Mr.  Morison  also  pointed 
out  that  in  1901  the  General  Medical  Council  issued  a  notice 
to  the  effect  that  any  registered  medical  practitioner  proved 
to  have  permitted  unqualified  assistants  to  sell  poisons  was 
liable  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  infamous  conduct  in  a  pro- 
fessional respect,  and  to  have  his  name  erased  from  the 
register.  At  this  time  of  day  it  was  therefore  vain  to  ask 
for  a  modified  penalty. 

Mr.  Brannan  pointed  out  that,  the  girl's  father  being  out 


of  employment,  she  had  no  money  with  which  to  pay  the 
fine. 

Sheriff  Davidson  said  he  could  see  no  reason  for  modifying 
the  fine.  The  prosecution  had  been  put  to  a  great  deal  of 
unnecessary  trouble  and  expense  through  the  accused  not 
pleading  guilty. 

Replying  to  the  Sheriff,  Mr.  Morison  said  the  costs 
amounted  to  more  than  8/. 

His  Lordship  imposed  a  fine  of  21.,  with  11.  6s.  8d.  of 
expenses,  giving  accused  a  fortnight  in  which  to  pay. 


Medicine -stamp  Acts. 

Exposing  Dutiable  Pills  Unstamped. 

At  the  Southampton  Borough  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday, 
December  8,  William  Martin,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  High 
Street,  Southampton,  was  summoned,  on  the  information  of 
Mr.  H.  Downing,  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  for  exposing  for 
the  purpose  of  sale  certain  steel-and-apiol  pills  without 
the  stamp  provided  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Inland 
Revenue. 

Mr.  B.  Hawkins,  from  the  solicitor's  office  of  Somerset 
House,  conducted  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  E.  Gulliford 
(Southampton)  defended. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  in  opening  the  case,  read  the  section  of  the 
Act  under  which  proceedings  were  taken,  and  pointed  out 
that  each  box  of  the  pills  in  question  was  sold  at  a  price  of 
4s.  6d.,  the  duty  being  6d.  He  emphasised  the  loss  which 
might  accrue  to  the  Revenue,  as  the  sale  of  the  pills  was 
very  large,  if  the  boxes  were  not  kept  ready  stamped. 

Mr.  Joseph  Gould,  an  officer  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  South- 
ampton, said  that  on  August  27  he  went  into  Mr.  Martin's 
shop,  and  asked  for  a  box  of  steel-and-apiol  pills.  Several 
questions  were  put  to  him  by  the  person  behind  the  counter, 
after  which  the  box  (produced)  was  handed  to  him,  and  he 
paid  4s.  6d.  for  it.  With  the  pills  were  three  handbills, 
relating  to  articles  sold  at  the  shop,  and  one  referred  to  the 
pills  in  question.  He  handed  the  box  and  papers  to  his 
superior. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Downing,  who  laid  the  information,  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  one  of  the  papers  wrapped  round  the  box  of 
pills  related  to  them,  and  that  therefore  the  article  was 
brcught  within  the  sections  of  the  Act. 

Supervisor  Barrett  also  gave  evidence,  after  which  the 
defending  solicitor  submitted  that  the  pills  to  which  the 
prosecution  referred  were  not  liable  to  stamp-duty.  To 
make  them  so  there  must  be  a  claim  to  some  occult  or  secret 
art  in  preparation,  or  to  some  proprietary  right,  or  it  must 
be  claimed  that  the  pills  were  beneficial  for  some  particular 
ailment  of  the  human  body.  He  argued  that  it  was  quite 
permissible  for  persons  to  sell  steel-and-apiol  pills  without 
any  liability  to  stamp-duty.  Mr.  Martin  did  claim  a  pro- 
prietary right  in  regard  to  certain  steel-and-apiol  pills,  and 
it  was  to  these  that  the  handbill  referred,  and  not  to  those 
which  formed  the  subject  of  the  case  against  him  that  day. 
Therefore  he  contended  that  the  prosecution  had  failed.  At 
any  rate  there  bad  certainly  not  been  any  wilful  attempt  to 
avoid  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  and  he  urged  that  if  the 
Magistrates  felt  that  the  duty  should  be  paid  on  the  pills,  a 
nominal  penalty  only  should  be  inflicted. 

The  Magistrates  retired  to  consider  their  decision,  and  on 
returning  to  the  court,  the  Chairman  (Major  J.  E.  Le  Feuvre, 
V.D.)  said  they  had  no  doubt  that  the  box  ought  to  have 
borne  a  stamp.  They  would  inflict  the  nominal  penalty  of 
20s.  and  costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Toilet-speciality  Secrets. 

At  the  Bloomsbury  County  Court  on  Friday,  December  4, 
an  application  to  appoint  a  receiver  and  manager  of  the 
business  carried  on  under  the  style  of  "  Madame  Cross," 
70  Newman  Street,  Oxford  Street,  came  before  Judge  Bacon. 
Mr.  Draper,  barrister,  appeared  for  Mrs.  Elizabeth  von  Ander- 
berg,  36  Newman  Street,  and  Mr.  Frampton  was  counsel  for 
the  respondents,  Alice  and  Ida  Bessie  Cross.  The  business  of 
"  Madame  Cross  "  is  that  of  manufacturers  of  toilet-speciali- 
ties, hair-washes,  &c.  A  partnership  deed  existed  between 
the  parties,  who  were  sisters,  and  the  partnership  could  not 
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be  dissolved  until  January  18,  -when  the  six  months'  notice 
necessary  would  expire.  Mfc  Draper,  in  making  the  applica- 
tion for  the  interim  appointment  of  a  receiver  and  manager, 
said  it  was  impossible  that  the  business  could  be  carried  on 
longer  by  the  parties  themselves,  owing  to  the  relations  pre- 
vailing between  them,  as  disclosed  in  the  affidavits  which  he 
handed  to  the  Judge.  He  asked  for  the  appointment  of  the 
High  Bailiff  of  the  Court. 

Judge  Bacon :  I  shall  certainly  not  do  that.  The  High 
Bailiff  has  enough  to  do  already. 

Mr.  Draper  stated  that  his  client  was  turned  out  of  the 
business  on  November  25  in  a  perfectly  unwarrantable  manner. 
She  was  prevented  entering  the  premises,  or  doing  the  work 
she  had  done  for  some  years  before  she  entered  into  the 
partnership. 

Mr.Frampton  explained  to  the  Court  that  the  applicant  is 
carrying  on  a  rival  business  within  a  few  doors  in  the  same 
street,  and  that  an  agreement  in  the  partnership  deed  pro- 
vides that  all  disputes  between  the  parties  should  be  settled 
by  arbitration.  He  was  prepared  to  go  to  arbitration  and 
hand  Mrs.  von  Anderberg  her  capital  back  at  once. 

After  further  argument,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Draper 
said  the  rival  business  belongs  to  Mr.  von  Anderberg,  his 
Honour  refused  the  application. 

Repaibing  a  Chimney. 

At  Clerkenwell  County  Court,  on  December  3,  Thomas 
Evans  Savage,  chemist  and  druggist,  30  Broadway,  Crouch 
End,  N.,  claimed  61.  damages  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Small,  caused 
through  trespass  of  defendant's  servants.  Counsel  for  the 
plaintiff  stated  that  defendant's  man  was  repairing  the 
chimney  of  the  house  next  to  Mr.  Savage's  when  a  large 
coping-stone  was  dislodged  and  fell  from  the  chimney 
through  the  roof  of  plaintiff's  bath-room,  doing  6/.  worth  of 
damage.  After  hearing  the  evidence  Judge  Edge  found  for 
the  defendant,  with  costs. 

Chemist's  Assistant's  Action. 

At  the  Edmonton  County  Court  on  Monday,  December  7,  an 
action  was  heard  in  which  Henry  Hayward,  a  chemist's 
assistant,  High  Street,  Ponders  End,  claimed  household 
furniture  and  other  effects  said  to  have  been  seized  under  a 
judgment  obtained  by  Messrs.  Consdens  &  Co.,  Croydon, 
against  Mrs.  Hayward.  In  his  evidence  plaintiff  stated  that 
he  had  been  known  as  Henry  Hogben,  as  Howard,  and  as 
Henry  Hayward.  He,  with  assistance,  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness known  as  the  Williams  Drug-stores  at  Ponders  End,  but 
it  did  not  belong  to  him,  but  to  the  liquidator  of  the 
company.  His  wife  had  agreed  to  purchase  the  business 
from  the  liquidator  by  consent  of  the  Court  for  2501. — 150?. 
to  be  paid  down,  and  100?.  to  be  paid  afterwards.  The 
balance  had  not  been  paid.  He  admitted  that  he  had  been 
in  difficulties  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  photographs,  a 
summons  being  taken  out  against  him  at  Bow  Street  Police 
Court.  After  hearing  both  sides,  his  Honour  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  the  stock  and  fittings  on  which  the 
levy  was  made,  and  not  the  household  furniture.  He  there- 
fore barred  the  claim. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Seidlitz  Powders. 

At  the  Chertscy  Petty  Sessions  on  December  2,  Henry 
Pizor,  general  dealer,  Chertsey,  was  summoned  for  selling  a 
seidlitz  powder  deficient  in  weight.  The  inspector  who  made 
the  purchase  said  he  bought  six  powders,  all  ready  made  up. 
He  had  since  ascertained  that  the  defendant  bought  them 
from  a  manufacturer  in  London,  and  was  selling  them  exactly 
as  he  received  them.  If  defendant  had  had  an  invoice  it  was 
probable  that  proceedings  would  have  been  taken  against  the 
manufacturer.    A  fine  of  Is.  and  costs  was  imposed. 

Cod-liver  Oil. 

At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  December  5,  Charles 
Clement  Reece,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  45  Newman  Street, 
Oxford  Street,  W.,  trading  as  Henry  Squire,  217  East  India 
Road,  E.,  appeared  to  answer  a  summons  charging  him  with 
selling  fish-oil  as  cod-liver  oil. 

Mr.  George  Hay  Young,  who  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the 
Poplar  Borough  Council,  said  in  addition  to  the  Poplar  shop 


the  defendant  had  two  shops  at  the  West-end.  The  Council's 
inspector  went  to  217  East  India  Road  and  called  for  a  pint 
of  cod-liver  oil.  The  manager  said  he  only  had  16  oz.,  and 
the  inspector  said  ho  would  have  that.  The  manager  then 
said,  "  I  think  it  is  all  right ;  it  has  been  in  stock  two  years." 
On  the  sample  being  analysed  it  was  found  to  be  fish-oil,  and 
not  cod-liver  oil  at  all.  The  inspector  having  given  evidence 
of  purchase,  the  defendant  said  cod-liver  oil  was  now  very 
dear.  He  bought  the  oil  as  cod-liver  oil  from  a  respectable 
firm  in  the  City.  Twelve  months  ago  cod-liver  oil  went  up 
to  a  big  price,  and  he  contracted  with  the  firm  in  question 
for  five  casks  at  61.  12s.  6d.  a  cask,  which  he  had  in  as  the  oil 
was  wanted.  Apart  of  this  supply  was  what  had  been  sold  to 
the  inspector.  His  manager  made  a  mistake  when  he  stated 
that  they  had  the  oil  two  years.  Cod-liver  oil  was  now  11.  a 
gallon,  and  if  what  had  been  supplied  him  was  fish-oil  he  should 
take  proceedings  against  the  firm. 

The  case  was  adjourned  to  have  the  sample  sent  to  Somerset 
House  for  analysis. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  Sheffield,  on  December  3,  Mary  Elizabeth  Trickett,  of 
64  Brown  Street,  was  fined  21.  and  7s.  costs  for  sellirig  cam- 
phorated oil  deficient  in  strength. 

Sweet  Spibit  of  Nitee. 

At  Sheffield,  on  December  3,  Charles  Henry  Pagett,  of  20 
Franklin  Street,  and  Joseph  Gill,  of  69  Lansdowne  Road,  were 
summoned  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  was  not  up  to 
the  B.P.  standard  of  strength.  Solicitor  for  the  prosecution 
pointed  out  that  the  defendants  were  absolutely  ignorant  of 
drugs,  and  were  at  the  mercy  of  the  wholesale  dealer.  Both 
defendants  stated  that  they  sold  the  drugs  exactly  as  they 
were  received,  and  that  they  were  ignorant  of  the  deficiency. 
The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  21.  and  Is.  costs  in  each  case. 

(See  also  Coloured  Supplement.) 


Bcw  Companies  &  Company  mem 


Frederick  Dewick  Ward  (Limited). — Capital  5,000?.,  in  11. 
shares.  Objects :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  S.  H.  Ward  for 
the  acquisition  of  the  business  carried  on  by  him  at  48  Cranmer 
Street,  Nottingham,  and  to  carry  on  inter  alia  the  business  of 
wholesale  and  retail  chemists,  perfumers,  manufacturers  and 
vendors  of  mineral  and  aerated  waters,  &c. 

Connell,  Fitton  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  3,000/.,  in  11 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of 
grease,  oils,  tallow,  glue,  size,  gelatin,  manure,  soap,  candles, 
sheep-dips,  and  disinfectants.  The  first  directors  are  R.  W. 
Connell,  jun.,  J.  E.  Fitton,  Mrs.  E.  Fitton,  G.  Fitton,  J.  Howard, 
Mrs.  S.  Fitton,  and  Mrs.  E.  Howard,  Registered  oflice,  Victoria 
Works,  Widnes. 

George  Barrett  &  Co. '(Limited). — Capital  2,000/.,  in  5/. 
shares  (200  preference).  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried 
on  by  J.  G.  Henning  at  Eaton  Road,  Margate,  as  "  Barrett  cfc 
Co.,"  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  G.  Henning,  M.  Kemp,  and 
E.  G.  Brenchley,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers 
of,  agents  for  and  dealers  in  aerated,  mineral,  and  natural  waters, 
effervescing  and  other  liquors  and  beverages,  syrups,  cordials, 
&c.  The  first  directors  are  E.  G.  Brenchley,  M.  Kemp,  and  J.  G. 
Henning.    Registered  office,  59  Eaton  Road,  Margate. 

Anglo-French  Vinegar  Company  (Limited).—  Capital  500/, 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  L.  Rapp 
and  W.  Crowther  for  the  acquisition  of  the  business  carried  on 
by  them  at  40i;  Long  Lane,  Bermondsey,  as  the  Anglo- French 
Vinegar  Company,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  vinegar  and 
chemical  manufacturers,  importers  and  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  pharmaceutical  and  other  preparations,  &c.  No 
initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  L.  Rapp  and 
W.  Crowther.    Registered  office,  40b  Long  Lane,  Bermondsey. 

Lindsays  (Limited). — Capital  10,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects : 
To  take  over  the  undertaking  of  Lindsays  (Limited),  (incorporated 
in  1902  as  Lindsay's  Drug  Stores,  Limited),  to  adopt  an  agree- 
ment with  the  said  old  company,  and  the  liquidator  thereof,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  oil  and  colour  men, 
importers  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical, 
medicinal,  chemical,  industrial  and  other  preparations  and 
articles,  makers  of  and  dealers  in  proprietary  articles  of  all  kinds 
and  of  electrical,  chemical,  photographic,  surgical  and  scientific 
apparatus  and  materials,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  R.  Simp- 
son, 5  Well  Street,  Knatchbull  Road,  S.E.,  chemist ;  W.  G.  Ireland, 
40  Rendlesham  Road,  Clapton,  N  E.,  traveller;  A.  Smith,  Cor- 
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mont  House,  38  Knatchbull  Koad,  S.E.,  physician ;  C.  F.  Cooks, 
31  Evering  Koad,  Stock  Newington,  N.,  secretary  ;  Mrs.  F.  M.  E. 
Ireland,  40  Rendlesham  Road,  Clapton,  N.E. ;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Simp- 
son, 5  Welly  Road,  Knatchbull  Road,  S.E. ;  and  J.  Dowson, 
5  Welly  Road,  Knatchbull  Road,  S.E.  No  initial  public  issue. 
The  first  directors  are  W.  G.  Ireland  and  R.  Simpson  (managing 
directors)  and  A.  Smith.  Registered  office,  485,  487,  and 
489  Kingsland  Road,  N.E. 


Boots,  Cash  Chemists  (Eastern),  Limited.— At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  shareholders,  held  at  29  Farringdon 
Road,  E.C.,  on  November  30,  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  presided,  and, 
in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  directors'  report,  stated  that 
the  company's  central  shop  at  Pelham  Street,  Nottingham, 
is  being  rebuilt,  and  it  will  be  the  largest  and  most  complete 
of  the  company's  ninety-fcur  shops. 

Ideis  &  Co.  (Limited). — The  annual  report  of  the 
directors  for  the  year  ended  October  31,  1903,  comments  on 
the  abnormally  wet  and  cold  season,  and  the  increased  cost  of 
sugar  owing  to  the  duty  and  the  Brussels  Convention.  The 
number  of  customers,  however,  is  steadily  increasing,  and 
the  directors  anticipate,  with  the  return  of  more  favourable 
weather  and  improved  general  trade,  a  substantial  expansion 
of  the  company's  business.  New  store-offices  and  stabling 
have  been  erected  at  Folkestone,  and  at  Ramsgate  some 
leasehold  premises  have  been  acquired  and  are  now  used  as 
a  local  depot.  The  profit  for  the  year,  after  charging  interest 
on  debenture- stock  and  making  full  allowance  for  depre- 
ciation, is  13,6002.  13s.  3d.,  which  with  2,2182.  17s.  6d. 
brought  forward  from  last  account  makes  a  total  amount  of 
15,8192.  10s.  9d.  standing  to  the  credit  of  profit-and-loss 
account.  The  directors  recommend  that  of  this  amount  the 
sum  of  13,6502.  be  distributed  as  follows :  Payment  of 
dividends  on  the  A  preference  shares  at  the  rate  of  6  per 
cent,  per  annum  (6,6002.)  ;  on  B  preference  at  7  per  cent. 
(7002.) ;  on  A  ordinary  10  per  cent.  (5,0002.) ;  and  on 
B  ordinary  7J  per  cent.  (1,3502.);  leaving  a  balance  of  2,1692. 
to  be  carried*forward  to  next  account.  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris 
and  Mr.  W.  Adpar  Jones  retire  from  office,  but  they  offer 
themselves  for  re-election.  The  auditors,  Messrs.  Arthur 
J.  Hill,  Vellacott  &  Co.,  also  retire,  but  offer  themselves  for 
re-election. 

Lennon  (Limited). — The  annual  meeting  of  shareholders 
was  held  at  Cape  Town  on  November  17,  Mr.  A.  Walsh 
(chairman  of  directors)  presiding.  The  chairman  submitted 
the  annual  report  of  the  directors  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
which  stated  that  the  net  profit  on  the  year's  transactions 
amounted  to  49,1152.  4s.  6d.,  and  after  allowing  for  interest 
on  the  preference  shares  (already  paid),  amounting  to  8,7502. 
and  adding  the  balance  brought  forward  from  the  previous 
year,  there  remained  a  sum  of  51,7002.  13s.  11^.,  which  the 
directors  recommend  be  dealt  with  as  follows  :  Dividend  on 
ordinary  shares  at  10  per  cent,  (payable  on  December  1), 
23,5852.,  add  to  reserve  fund  10,0002.,  and  carry  forward  the 
balance  18,1152.  13s.  lid.  The  balance  carried  forward  is 
higher  than  in  any  previous  year,  but  the  directors  consider 
that,  owing  to  the  transition  state  of  business  in  South  Africa 
at  the  present  time,  it  is  desirable  that  some  provision  should 
be  made  for  any  possible  shortfall  of  profits  on  the  present 
year's  working.  During  the  past  financial  year  the  directors 
have  acquired  a  property  in  the  township  of  Germiston, 
where  a  lucrative  business  has  for  several  years  been  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Bevan,  and  their  new  premises  at  Fordsburg  have 
been  completed  and  are  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  company. 
The  chairman  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  the 
declaration  of  the  dividend.  Mr.  A.  H.  Reid  seconded,  and 
the  motion  was  carried  unanimously.  Messrs.  A.  J.  Rivett 
and  J.  H.  Bell  were  re-elected  directors,  and  the  auditors 
were  re-appointed. 

Camwal  (Limited). — The  annual  report  of  the  directors  for 
the  year  ended  September  30  states  that,  bearing  in  mind  the 
fact  the  weather  for  the  past  year  has  been  so  exceptionally 
bad,  they  think  it  matter  for  satisfaction  that  the  balance-sheet 
is  not  more  unfavourable ;  that  they  are  in  a  position  to 
recommend  payment  in  full  on  the  preference  shares  ;  and 
that  they  are  able  to  carry  forward  a  sum  nearly  1,0002.  in 
excess  of  last  year's  balance.  They  are  unable,  however,  to 
recommend  any  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares.  All  possible 
retrenchments  have  been  made  during  the  past  year,  the 
directors  and  staff  having  accepted  reduced  remuneration. 


They  are  convinced  that  the  business  is  thoroughly  sound' 
and  that  it  only  requires  a  year  of  normal  weather  to  attain 
again  their  former  prosperity.  They  appeal  to  chemist  share- 
holders to  assist  in  pushing  "  Fontalis,"  their  natural  mineral 
water.  Messrs.  M.  Davenport  and  F.  A.  Gould  retire  from 
the  board,  but  offer  themselves  for  re-election.  The  balance- 
sheet  shows  on  the  credit  side  3,5822.  in  cash  at  bankers' ; 
98,3542.  for  freehold  and  leasehold  buildings,  proprietary 
rights,  trade-marks,  and  goodwill ;  2,2852.  for  horses,  vans, 
furniture,  &c. ;  12,2332.  for  plant ;  4,6622.  for  tablets,  giant 
syphons,  &c. ;  and  37,9452.  for  syphons,  bottles,  cases,  &c,  in 
stock  at  selling-price.  The  stock-in-trade  amounts  to  2,0952., 
and  there  is  16,0082.  due  from  customers  (less  amount  paid 
in  advance).  The  syphons,  &c,  on  loan,  at  selling  price,  are 
put  at  30,6992.,  and  the  investments  (including  3.2502.  Consols 
at  92,  as  valued  at  September  30,  1902),  3,2252.  On  the 
debtor  side  sundry  creditors  are  placed  at  3,2752. ;  debentures 
at  42,7502. ;  the  reserve  account  against  bottles,  syphons,  &c, 
in  stock  and  customers'  hands,  at  selling-price  amounts  to 
28  5172.  The  profit-and-loss  account  puts  the  gross  profit 
(after  deducting  depreciation)  at  17,0992,  and  the  net  profit  at 
3,4562.  The  general  expenses  (secretarial,  management, 
travellers'  expenses,  salaries,  exhibitions,  postage,  &c.) 
totalled  8,4642.  ;  rents,  rates,  taxes,  insurance,  1,3792. ; 
directors'  fees  were  5482. ;  advertisements,  1,2892. ;  interest 
on  debentures  and  loans,  1,8982. ;  and  bad  debts,  1882. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  failures. 


Be  Elliott  William  Graves  Male,  Grafton  Road,  and 
17  Clarence  Place,  Newport,  late  2  Montpelier  Exchange,  Chel- 
tenham, Pharmaceutical  Chemist. — The  first  meeting  of  creditors 
was  held  last  week  at  Newport,  Mon.,  when  no  resolutions  being 
passed  the  affairs  of  the  debtor  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Official  Receiver  for  summary  administration.  The  debtor  states 
that  his  insolvency  is  due  to  his  expenses  being  in  excess  of  his 
profits,  and  the  purchase-money  being  greater  than  the  value  of 
the  business.  According  to  his  accounts  there  is  an  estimated 
deficiency  of  2512.  3s.  Id. 

Be  Eugenie  Gloveb,  trading  as  "  W.  Glover,"  Duke  Street, 
Chelmsford,  Mineral-water  Manufacturer. — At  the  first  meeting 
of  creditors,  held  at  Chelmsford  last  week,  the  business  was  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  to  wind  up.  The  following 
are  amongst  the  creditors  : 

£  s.  d. 

Carbonic  Acid  Gas  Company,  London  ...    16  19  6 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester    10    8  11 

Hay,  Wm.  Ld.,  Hull    16  15  5 

Kilner,  J.,  &  Sons,  London    89    0  0 

Moore,  Tlios.,  &  Sons,  Colchester   15  15  0 


<5a3ette* 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Bus  teed,  J.  H.,  and  Hoffman,  A.  H.,  Ellesmere,  Salop,  phy- 
sicians, &c. 

Cross,  E.,  and  Edmonds,  J.,  under  the  style  of  J.  Edmonds 
&  Co.,  Salmon  Street,  South  Grove,  Mile-end  Road,  E., 
mineral-water  manufacturers. 

Felgenbaum,  G.,  and  Silverman,  A.,  under  the  style  of  the 
Eagle  Chemical  Company,  Commodore  Street,  Mile  End, 
London,  E.,  chemical  manufacturers. 

Fellows,  V.  Xi.,  and  Bate,  W.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Fellows 
&  Bate,  Harrington  Road,  South  Kensington,  London, 
chemists  and  druggists. 

Hopewell,  E.  W.  F.,  Hopewell,  E.  B.,  and  Hopewell,  E., 

under  the  style  of  H.  Schilling  &  Co.,  Brighton  and  elsewhere, 
mineral-water  manufacturers;  so  far  as  regards  E.  Hopewell. 

Peck,  G.,  and  Peck,'E.  S.,  under  the  style  of  George  Peck  & 
Sod,  Cambridge,  chemists  and  druggists. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 
lewis,  Bees  Martin,  Rectory  Chambers,  Church  Street, 
Chelsea,  S.W.,  late  South  Lambeth  Road,  S.W.,  chemist. 

Bains,  Bobert  Harding',  Bolton,  Lancashire,  surgeon. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Scnoneld,  Joseph,  Seaforth,  near  Liverpool,  druggist — dis- 
charge suspended  for  two  years  ending  October  23,  1905. 
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festivities. 


Drug- club  Dinner. 

The  Wholesale  Druggists  of  England  had  their  usual 
"Christmas  Dinner"  at  the  Cafe  Koyal,  Regent  Street, 
London,  on  Tuesday  evening,  December  8,  Mr.  Charles 
Umney  (Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Limited),  the  President 
of  the  Drug  Club,  being  in  the  chair.  He  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Arnold  Baiss,  the  newly-elected  Vice-President, 
and  the  Past-Presidents,  Messrs.  F.  Harwood  Lescher  and 
J.  J.  Evans.  The  arrangements  for  the  dinner  were  made 
by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  John  C.  Umney. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  first  Cinderella  dance  of  the  present  season  was  held 
at  the  Dorset  Hall,  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  W.,  on 
December  3.  There  was  a  large  muster  of  members,  and  the 
wholesale  drug-houses  were  well  represented,  and,  more  im- 
portant than  all,  the  ladies  attended  in  goodly  numbers. 
Messrs.  C.  W.  Martin  and  A.  H.  Solomon  acted  as  M.C.s, 
and  Mr.  Clement  Harris's  band  supplied  the  necessary  music. 
The  evening  was  voted  a  great  success,  and  the  next  dance 
on  February  11  next,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  more  enjoyable 
still.    Mr.  A.  Latreille  had  charge  of  the  arrangements. 

A  Derby  Social. 

On  December  2  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Davies,  Gibbins 
&;  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Derby,  along  with  several 
of  their  friends,  had  a  social  evening  at  the  Friar  Gate 
Temperance  Hotel.  The  first  part  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  harmony,  several  excellent  songs  and  instru- 
mental solos  being  greatly  enjoyed.  The  programme  con- 
cluded with  a  very  amusing  sketch,  after  which  refreshments 
were  served.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to 
billiards,  cards,  &c,  and  the  party  (which  numbered  over 
fifty)  dispersed  about  11  p.m.,  all  having  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themselves. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  members  of  this  Association  met  in  a  social  capacity 
at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Birmingham,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard,  who 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Jeffrey  Poole,  Mr.  Charles  Thompson, 
Mr.  Radford  (Secretary),  &c.  The  musical  programme, 
which  was  sustained  by  members  of  the  Association,  com- 
prised songs  by  the  President  and  Messrs.  Keyser,  Homer, 
Ryland,  and  Newton.  Mr.  Booth  supplied  the  accom- 
paniments. During  an  interval  a  conversation  took  place 
on  the  tabloid-case,  now  before  the  Law  Courts,  but  no  one 
ventured  to  anticipate  the  verdict  of  the  Judge. 

Sheffield  Smoker. 

The  annual  smoking-concert  of  the  Sheffield  Pharma- 
ceutical and  Chemical  Society  was  held  at  the  King's  Arms, 
Commercial  Street,  on  Thursday  evening,  December  3. 
About  sixty  were  present.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
President,  Mr.  C.  F.  Carr  (Vice-President)  occupied  the  chair. 
In  addition  to  outside  help,  the  Chairman  had  valuable 
assistance  from  Mr.  E.  E.  Haslegrave,  one  of  the  members, 
who  gave  several  humorous  songs,  including  an  original  one 
by  himself,  entitled  "I  am  Quite  Sure  of  That."  This  is  a 
sample  of  it : 

Fiscal  Reform  at  present  is  occupying  the  mind 

Of  every  statesman  and  citizen  too  ; 
But  one  which  concerns  chemists  more— quite  a  different  kind  — 

Is  brought  out  by  the  Inland  Revenue, 
As  to  what  things  must  be  stamped,  they  are  not  yet  quite  clear  ; 

You  see  they  have  "  no  settled  convictions," 
But,  however,  they'll  decide  before  the  coming  year, 

Still  this  will  not  add  to  our  afflictions. 

"  I  am  quite  sure  of  that, 
I  am  quite  sure  of  that  "  ; 
And  every  chemist  can  his  fears  dismiss, 
For  "  Protection  "  now  our  chief  motto  is  : 
We  have  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " — and  this 
Will  put  all  things  right,  and  increase  our  "  biz," 
I  am  quite  sure  of  that. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Potter  (Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke)  gave  a  funny 
rendering  of  Jacobs's  "  Change  of  Treatment,"  and  also  sang. 


Messrs.  A.  Muscroft,  T.  E.  Elliot,  Grosvenor.  A.  C.  Tice 
hurst,  W.  .Leggitt  (violin),  F.  Skinner  ('cello),  and  W- 
Skinner  (piano)  also  contributed  to  the  programme.  About 
five  minutes  to  closing  time  the  form  of  Mr.  Upsher  Smith 
was  dimly  discernible  through  the  veil  of  smoke,  as  he  rose 
to  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  artists,  including  in  his 
motion  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Antcliffe)  for  his  services 
in  organising  the  concert.  Mr.  J.  Gilbert  Jackson  seconded, 
also  thanking  the  Vice-President.  Mr.  Carr  replied  in  a 
neat  little  speech,  then  put  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  the 
artists,  and  "  God  save  the  King "  terminated  a  most 
pleasant  evening. 

A  Students'  Supper. 

The  second  annual  supper  and  smoking-concert  in  con- 
nection with  the  Nottingham  School  of  Pharmacy  were  held 
on  December  8,  at  the  Mikado  Cafe,  Long  Row,  Nottingham. 
Mr.  R.  Fitz-Hugh,  J.  P.  (President  of  the  Nottingham  and  Notts 
Chemists'  Association),  presided,  and  he  was  supported  by 
Mr.  A.  Russell  Bennet  (Principal  of  the  School),  Mr.  A.  Eberlin 
and  Mr.  W.  Gill  (Hon.  Secretaries  of  the  Nottingham  and  Notts 
Chemists'  Association),  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Thorpe.  A  brief  toast- 
list  was  gone  through.  Mr.  Eberlin,  in  proposing  "The 
Pharmaceutical  Society,"  admitted  it  was  an  organisation 
not  above  criticism,  but  he  thought  it  had  always  en- 
deavoured to  carry  out  the  functions  for  which  it  was  esta- 
blished. He  hoped  all  students  would  join  the  Society.  One 
improvement  he  would  like  to  see  brought  about  was  the 
compulsory  membership  of  all  chemists,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  power  should  be  given  to  strike  off  the  roll  any  member 
guilty  of  unprofessional  or  disgraceful  conduct.  Mr.  Gill,  in 
responding  to  the  toast,  expressed  great  admiration  for  the 
way  the  Council  of  the  Society  carried  on  its  work,  though 
he  regretted  it  was  only  the  cat's-paw  of  the  Privy  Council. 
Even  in  the  matter  of  executive  it  could  not  do  as  it  liked, 
and  whenever  it  attempted  to  benefit  the  trade  it  was  never 
supported  as  it  ought  to  be.  Although  there  were  15,000 
registered  chemists  in  England  and  Wales,  not  more  than 
4,000  belonged  to  the  Society.  The  Chairman  submitted 
"  Success  to  the  Nottingham  School  of  Pharmacy."  He  said 
it  was  a  pleasure  to  know  what  good  work  Mr.  Bennet  was 
accomplishing.  Although  started  in  a  small  way  three  years 
ago,  the  School  had  from  the  outset  prospered,  until 
to-day  it  occupied  a  prominent  position  amongst  similar 
institutions  in  the  country.  Mr.  Bennet  briefly  replied,  and 
alluded  to  the  tendency  that  existed  to  train  men  beyond 
the  requirements  of  their  business.  The  other  toast  was  that 
of  "  The  Chairman,"  which  was  enthusiastically  drunk.  A 
well-selected  programme  of  music  was  gone  through  in  a 
capable  manner  during  the  evening. 

Newcastle-on-tyxe  Chemists'  Association. 

The  seventh  annual  dinner  was  held  in  the  Hotel  Metro- 
pole  on  Wednesday  evening,  December  9.  There  was  a 
record  attendance  of  seventy,  including  a  number  of  ladies. 
Mr.  George  Foggan  (President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
R.  Wright  acted  as  vice-chairman.  The  President  was 
supported  by  the  Mayor  of  Sunderland  (Alderman  H.  J. 
Turnbull,  President,  Sunderland  Chemists'  Association), 
Alderman  John  Harrison,  J.P.  (Sunderland),  Mr.  John 
Humphrey  (London),  Mr.  John  Foggan,  Mr.  R.  R.  Bainbridge 
(President  of  Tees-side  Chemists'  Association),  Mr.  R.  H. 
Bell  (Vice-President,  Sunderland  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion), Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly  (Hon.  Secretary  of  the  same 
body),  Mr.  T.  M.  Clague,  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  Mr.  Charles 
Ridley,  Mr.  Gilderdale,  Mr.  William  Atkins,  Mr.  F  R. 
Dudderidge,  Mr.  Hedley  Pattinson,  Mr.  William  Sharp,  Mr. 
Jame3  Whittle  (Morpeth),  Mr.  John  Gibson  (Hexham), 
Mr.  Foggat  (Thirsk),  Mr.  Dean,  Mr.  Kerse,  Mr.  J.  S.  Hill, 
and  Mr.  William  Pescod  (Hon.  Secretary).  The  President 
having  given  "  The  King  "  and  other  loyal  toasts,  apologies 
were  intimated  from  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  (London),  Mr. 
F.  E.  Schofield  (Morpeth),  Alderman  Clarkson  (President  of 
the  Harlepools  Association),  and  Mr.  John  Hallaway  (Pre- 
sident of  the  Carlisle  Association).  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague, 
in  submitting  the  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
gave  credit  to  local  associations  for  fostering  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Society.  He  was  afraid  that  there  is  a  risk 
in  the  multiplication  of  societies ;  but  it  is  impossible,  he 
considered,  that  the  Society  can  look  after  all  sections.  He 
would,  for  instance,  be  sorry  to  see  the  Society  doing  the 
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work  of  the  P.A.T.A.  or  sinking  to  the  level  of  a  trades- 
union.  Its  function  is  educational,  and  he  hoped  at  no 
distant  date  to  see  research- work  at  the  "  Square  "  much 
more  extensive  than  at  present.  Alderman  Harrison,  in 
replying,  said  the  Society  is  on  a  higher  plane  than  a 
trades-union.  The  Council  attends  to  its  legitimate  duties 
— viz,  the  highest  interests  of  the  pharmacist.  He  lamented 
that  so  many  chemists  hold  aloof  from  the  Society,  thus 
wasting  political  power.  He  was  glad  the  Council  had 
decided  upon  a  deputation  to  Somerset  House.  There  is 
nothing  like  meeting  our  friends  in  conference.  Difficulties 
thus  vanish  quickly.  He  was  afraid  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
has  little  chance  next  Session,  and  all  chemists  can  do 
is  to  educate  their  M.P.s,  and  so  pave  the  way  when  the  time 
comes  for  consideration  of  the  Bill.  He  gladly  acknowledged 
the  increased  influence  of  local  associations,  especially  in 
political  matters,  and  concluded  with  a  warm  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  gave  the 
toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Press."  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks  Mr.  Merson  referred  to  the  altered  conditions  of  the 
drug-trade  and  how  the  journals  keep  up  with  them.  Not  only 
are  the  weekly  issues  appreciated,  but  the  various  publica- 
tions emanating  from  the  offices  of  the  chief  trade-papers 
are  greatly  valued.  All  classes  are  considered,  and  the 
special  issues  of  the  C.  §  D.  are  masterpieces.  Mr.  John 
Humphrey  replied ;  and  thereafter,  in  a  happy  speech,  the 
Mayor  of  Sunderland  toasted  the  ladies,  for  whom  Mr. 
C.  E.  Layne  replied.  The  other  toasts  were  "  The  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  and  Kindred 
Associations  "  (given  by  Mr.  K.  R.  Bainbridge  and  responded 
to  by  Mr.  W.  Pescod  and  Mr.  Golightly)  and  "  Our  Musical 
Friends."  The  musical  programme  was  exceptionally  good  : 
the  St.  Nicholas  quartette  gave  glees,  and  an  instrumental 
trio  played  with  much  charm. 


Btrtbs, 


DfiUMMOND. — At  High  Street,  Crail,  on  December  6,  the 
wife  of  iWilliam  D.  Drummond,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
a  son. 

Greatrex. — On  November  24,  at  164  High  Road,  Leyton, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Greatrex,  chemist,  of  a  daughter. 

Umney  At    Gordon    House,    Walton  on-Thames,  on 

December  4,  the  wife  of  John  C.  Umney,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  a  son. 


flDarriace, 


Lee — Steaavson. — On  December  5,  Henry  Cuthbert  Lee, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  to  Fanny,  daughter  of  Mr.  T.  S. 
Strawson,  of  Birkenhead  (late  of  Leicester). 


Bcatbs. 


Bastick. — At  Riversmead,  Chander  Road,  Buckingham, 
Mr.  William  Bastick,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged  eighty- 
five  years.  Through  the  death  of  Mi".  Bastick  we  draw,  a 
step  nearer  to  the  close  of  a  chapter  of  pharmaceutical 
history  which  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  many  of  our  readers. 
Mr.  Bastick  was  the  associate  of  Mr.  William  Dickenson  in 
an  attempt  of  fifty  years  ago  to  depose  Mr.  Jacob  Bell  as  the 
ruler  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Bastick  was  the 
younger  man,  and  when  a  journal  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Bell's 
was  proposed,  and  the  Annals  of  Pliarmacy  produced,  Mr. 
Bastick  acted  as  editor,  and  supplied  most  of  the  material, 
while  Mr.  Dickenson  found  the  money  and  organised.  It 
is  all  an  old  story  now,  and  with  Mr.  Bastick's  death 
may  be  forgotten.  But  Mr.  Bastick  had  claims  to  his 
craft  other  than  the  good  work  he  did  as  a  critic.  He  was  a 
thorough  pharmacist  and  an  originator.  He  was  apprenticed 
in  the  thirties  of  last  century  to  Mr.  Burfield,  Norfolk  Street, 
Strand,  London,  and  after  that  went  as  dispenser  to  Messrs. 
Moore  &  Illingworth,  apothecaries,  Arlington  Street,  Picca- 


dilly. He  had  a  great  liking  for  chemistry,  and  with  money 
he  had  saved  went  to  Giessen  to  study'  for  a  year  under 
Liebig.  Returning  to  London,  he  secured  the  pharmacy 
22  Brooke  Street,  Grosvenor  Square  (now  Mr.  R.  L.  Whig- 
ham's),  and  commenced  to  carve  out  a  way  for  himself  by 
research.  He  was  the  first  to  make  liquor  calcis  saccharatus  ; 
the  first  to  place  on  the  market  liquors  standardised  upon 
their  jalkaloidal  content ;  and  he  was  the  originator  of  the 
B.P.  formula  for  tr.  quininse  ammoniata,  but  he  told  us  that 
the  originators  of  [the  preparation  were  Messrs.  Bullock  & 
Reynolds.  We  gave  a  full  account  of  Mr.  Bastick's  work  in 
our  issue  of  April  25.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  in  1843,  and  served  it  as  a  councillor  and 
examiner  for  several  years.  He  retired  from  business  twenty 
years  ago,  and  latterly  had  lived  at  Buckingham  with  Mrs. 
Bastick,  devoting  much  time  to  county  work.  He  was  an 
alderman  of  Buckingham  and  a  J.P.  of  the  county. 

Bolton. — At  Washington,  U.S.A.,  on  November  19,  Dr. 
Henry  Carrington  Bolton,  a  well-known  chemist,  aged  sixty. 
Dr.  Bolton  was  born  in  New  York,  and  graduated  from 
Columbia  College  in  1862.  He  studied  in  Europe,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Ph.D.  from  Gottingen.  From  1872  to  1877  he 
was  assistant  in  quantitative  chemistry  in  the  Columbia 
School  of  Mines.  He  was  then  professor  of  chemistry  in  the 
infirmary  of  the  Women's  Medical  College  of  New  York,  and 
from  1877  to  1887  he  was  professor  of  chemistry  and  natural 
science  in  Trinity  College.  Dr.  Bolton  has  been  prominent 
in  many  learned  societies.  He  was  President  of  the 
Washington  Chemical  Society  in  1892,  and  a  member  of  the 
German  Chemical  Society  of  Berlin,  as  well  as  of  the 
Chemical  Society  of  Paris.  He  made  extensive  investiga- 
tions into  the  action  of  organic  acids  on  minerals.  He  pub- 
lished about  a  dozen  books  and  some  three  hundred  miscel- 
laneous papers  on  chemistry,  folk-lore,  bibliography,  travels, 
and  literature.  His  "  Bibliography  of  Chemistry,"  published 
by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with  which  he  was  connected 
for  many  years,  is  a  work  of  great  value.  His  private  library 
was  considered  unexcelled  for  its  collection  of  books  on  the 
history  of  chemistry. 

Burgess. — At  Luton,  on  November  29,  Mr.  Sidney  Robert 
Burgess,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-three. 

Dwight. — The  death  is  announced  in  New  York  of  Mr. 
John  Dwight,  the  pioneer  manufacturer  of  bicarbonate  of 
soda  in  the  United  States,  aged  eighty-four.  Mr.  Dwight, 
who  died  on  November  25,  was  born  in  New  England,  and 
was  the  son  of  Dr.  Elihu  Dwight. 

George. — At  Newark,  on  December  6,  Mr.  Henry  George, 
M.A.,  representative  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb 
(Limited).  Aged  fifty-three  years.  Mr.  George's  death 
took  place  under  tragic  circumstances.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  Church  matters,  and  on  Sunday  morning  read 
the  lessons  in  Balderton  Church,  near  Newark.  He  was 
taking  charge  of  the  Sunday-school  in  the  afternoon,  and, 
after  lunching  with  a  friend  in  the  village,  hurried  to  the 
school.  As  he  entered,  the  children  were  singing,  and, 
taking  two  or  three  steps  into  the  room,  he  fell  dead.  Drs. 
Brown  and  Appleby,  Newark,  were  summoned,  but  their 
help  was  unavailing.  Death  was  due  to  syncope.  Mr. 
George  was  apprenticed  in  1868  to  his  brother,  the  late 
Mr.  C.  A.  George,  chemist  and  druggist,  St.  Philip's  Road, 
Sheffield.  After  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship  he 
stayed  for  a  while  with  his  brother,  leaving  him  to  take  up 
a  situation  with  Mr.  Shaw,  of  Stockport.  His  next  situa- 
tion took  him  on  the  road,  but  he  only  retained  the  berth 
for  a  short  time,  leaviDg  it  to  enter  the  employment  of 
'Messrs.  Evans  Lescher  &  Webb,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  his  death.  He  had  thus  served  his  firm  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  he  being  one  of  theiroldest  travellers.  He 
was  a  prominent  freemason.  Mr.  George  studied  during  the 
■time  he  was  discharging  his  ordinary  duties,  a  large  part  of 
the  work  being  done  in  the  railway  train  whilst  travelling 
about  the  country,  his  feat  of  taking  both  the  B  A.  and 
M.A.  degrees  of  the  Dublin  University  being  probably  unique 
under  these  circumstances.  He  was  a  thorough  worker 
and  was  highly  respected  by  the  trade  in  Sheffield  and 
the  neighbourhood,  where  he  had  travelled  for  many  years 
prior  to  his  transfer  to  a  new  district,  on  the  rearrangement 
of  the  staff  which  followed  the  amalgamation  of  the  firms. 
He  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  three  daughters. 
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Kennedy  — At  Warmambool  (Victoria),  on  September  5, 
Mr.  R.  F.  Kennedy,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-eight. 
Sir.  Kennedy  was  a  native  of  Portsmouth  (England),  and  was 
apprenticed  to  Mr.  John  Weaver,  at  Barnstaple,  Devon.  He 
went  to  Victoria  in  1856,  and  was  in  business  up  to  three 
years  ago,  when  he  retired. 

Mathews. — At  Oxford,  on  December  2,  Mr.  John  Hitchcock 
Mathews,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-eight  years.  Mr. 

Mathews  and  his 
brother,  Mr.  Henry 
Mathews,  had  long  been 
in  business  together  at 
68  Queen's  Gardens, 
London,  W.,  and  some 
years  ago  they  acquired 
an  interest  in  the 
business  of  Hitchcock 
&  Co.,  108  High  Street, 
Oxford,  Mr.  Henry 
Mathews  conducting  it 
in  association  with  Mr. 
John  Dolbear,  while 
Mr.  J.  H.  Mathews 
managed  the  business 
in  Queen's  Gardens. 
Mr.  Mathews  had  long 
been  a  member  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference,  and  was 
known  to  many  chemists 
throughout  the  country 
as  a  fairly  regular  at- 
tender  of  the  annual  meetings.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
started  the  Western  Chemists'  Association,  and  '  was  one  of 
the  past  Presidents  of  that  body.  When  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference  visited  London  in  1900,  Mr.  Mathews 
acted  as  treasurer  for  the  local  committee.  Mr.  Mathews 
served  his  apprenticeship  at  Reading  with  Mr.  Bluett,  then 
in  Broad  Street. 

Redmayne. — At  Liscard,  Cheshire,  on  November  21,  Mr. 
Jchn  Redmayne,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-eight. 

Wood. — At  Tiverton,  on  December  2,  Mr.  Henry  Wood, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-two.  It  is  stated  that 
Mr.  Wood  had  only  had  three  or  four  days'  holiday  during 
the  past  thirty  years.  He  was  born  in  the  house  in  which 
he  died,  and  he  was  not  away  from  home  a  month  durirjg 
the  whole  of  his  life"  Mr.  Wood  had  been  ailing  for  some 
months,  but  almost  up  to  the  end  he  took  an  active  part  in 
business.  He  was,  in  early  manhood,  an  assistant  to  his 
father  in  the  shop  which  later  passed  into  his  own  posses- 
sion. When  his  father  set  up  in  business  there  was  only  one 
other  chemist  in  Tiverton.  Mr.  Wood  belonged  to  a  noted 
Devon  family.  His  father  was  a  cousin  of  the  late  Baron 
Hatherley  (Lord  Chancellor  from  1868  to  1872),  but  better 
known  as  Sir  William  Page  Wood.  It  was  Sir  William's 
custom,  when  attending  Exeter  Assizes,  to  visit  Tiverton  to 
see  his  relatives.  The  Baron  was  a  grandson  of  William  Wood, 
of  Exeter,  his  father  being  Sir  Matthew  Wood,  Alderman  and 
twice  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  noted  for  his  zealous 
defence  of  Queen  Caroline,  the  unfortunate  consort  of 
George  IV.  Field-Marshal  Sir  Evelyn  Wood  is  another 
member  of  the  same  family,  which  can  be  traced  back  in  a 
direct  line  to  a  landed  proprietor  living  on  his  own  estate  at 
Brixton,  South  Devon,  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Mr.  Henry 
Wood  was  a  man  of  studious  and  unassuming  manner,  genial 
and  kindly,  who  rarely  permitted  himself  any  relaxation. 
He  was  a  zealous  Free  Churchman.  For  a  long  time  he  was 
a  Congregationalist,  but  on  a  split  occurring  between  a 
pastor  and  his  Church.  Mr.  Wood  seceded,  with  some  others, 
to  the  Baptists.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Tiverton  Cemetery 
on  December  5,  and  amongst  the  mourners  was  Mr.  T.  E. 
Rossiter,  chemist  and  druggist. 


Gra&e^marfcs  applies  ffor. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applications 
should  be  lodged  with  0.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  O.B.,  Comptroller-General  oi 
PatentB,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office.  25  Soathampto  h 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.O.,  within  one  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks 
Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office 


The  Society  oe  Chemical  Industry. — A  branch  of  this 
Society  has  just  been  formed  in  New  South  Wales,  with  Pro- 
fessor Liversidge,  of  the  Sydney  University,  as  Chairman, 
and  Mr.  T.  U.  Walton,  chemist  to  the  Colonial  Sugar-refining 
Company,  as  local  Hon.  Secretary.  Fifty  members  have  been 
enrolled. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  November  18,  1903.) 

Fan  design  and  the  word  "  Fan  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  F.  Ash 
(Limited),  11  Queen  Victoria  Str   E  0     .  256,180. 

Combination  of  devices  (hour-glass,  &c.)  ;  for  photographic  films, 
dry  plates,  and  paper.  By  Elliot  &  Sons  (Limited),  Talbot 
House,  Park  Road,  Barnet,  Herts.  256,154,  256,155,  and 
256,156. 

"  Seltzoids  "  ("  Seltz"  disclaimed) ;  for  a  chemical  for  producing 
CO,.  By  J.  Eugster,  2  Gresham  Buildings,  Guildhall  E.C. 
257£68. 

"  Lictor  "  ;  for  veterinary-preparations.    By  Waller,  Malvine  & 

Co.,  12  Castle  Street  East,  W.  257,377. 
"  Perkresan  " ;  for  a  liquid   antiseptic.     By  Heinrich  Byk, 

Berlin,  c/o  Hartmann,  Hohmann  &  Co.,  33  Seething  Lane, 

E  C.  253,056 

"  Ratin  "  ("  Bat  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  bacteriolgical  products  for 
destroying  rats.  By  the  Bakteriologisk  Laboratorium, 
Neumann  &  Co..  Aalborg,  c/o  Boult,  Wade  &  Kilburn,  111 
Hatton  Garden,  E  C.  256,500. 

"  Hdmiilit  " ;  for  a  hop-fertiliser.  By  A.  L.  Burlin,  42  Lichfield 
Street,  Burton-on-Trent.  257,965, 

"  Wixbtjrine  "  ("  Wilbur  "  disclaimed) ;  for  petroleum-jelly. 
By  the  Wilburine  Oilworks  (Limited),  New  York,  U.S.A., 
c/o  Boult,  Wade  &  Kilburn,  111  Hatton  Garden,  E.C. 
253,523. 

Three  labels  for  "  Brandreth's  Pills."  By  the  Allcock  Manu- 
facturing Company,  22  Hamilton  Square,  Birkenhead. 
255,470. 

Combination  of  devices  ;  for  articles  in  Class  3,  but  not  including 
ointments  or  taraxacum  or  like  goods.  By  W.  A.  Jones  & 
Co.,  51  North  John  Street,  Liverpool.  257,097. 

"  Bexia  "  ("  Bex  "  disclaimed) ;  for  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
preparations  in  Class  3.  By  J.  N.  Simpson,  Crown  Pharmacy, 
Crown  Road,  St.  Margaret's-on-Thames,  E.  Twickenham. 
257,222. 

"  Suerandy  "  ;  for  a  medicinal  preparation.  By  A.  J.  Ridge. 
Glenrosa,  Potter's  Road,  New  Barnet.  257,349. 

Combination  of  devices  (two  bridges) ;  for  Bridges'  skin-cream  for 
eczema.  By  Catherine  Bridges,  Wrotham  Water,  Wrotham. 
257,367. 

"  Hemos  "  ;  for  an  ointment.  By  E.  O'Hare,  23  High  Street, 
New  Oxford  Street,  W.C.  257,665. 

"  Renastyptin  "  ;  for  a  medicinal  preparation.  By  Willows, 
Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson,  40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C, 
257,900. 

"  Sanacine  "  ("  Sana  "  disclaimed) ;  for  chemicals.  By  Ashton 
&  Parsons  (Limited),  17  Farringdon  Road,  E.C.  257,961. 

Picture  of  giraffe  and  the  word  "  Throatoids  "  ;  for  goods  in 
Class  3.  By  J.  E.  Garratt,  124  Southwark  Street,  S.E. 
257  765. 

"Kola-Cardenette  "  ("  Kola  "  disclaimed) ;  for  chemicals.  By 
the  Palisade  Manufacturing  Company,  46  Holborn  Viaduct, 
E.C.  258,030. 

"  Pyolio  " ;  for  a  liquid  dentifrice  and  tooth-soap.  By  W.  Farley, 
Paris,  c/o  Miss  Hector,  10  Warrington  Gardens,  Maida  Vale, 
W.  257,348. 

"  Ltlith  " ;  for  toilet-preparations.  By  Elizabeth  Jane  Browning, 
Harcourt  Mansions,  Croydon  Road,  Anerley,  S.E.  257,410. 

"Lecharesor  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  Annie 
Sarah  Butler,  23  Somerset  Street,  Portman  Square,  W, 
257,958. 

[From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal"  November  25, 1903.) 
"Victory";  for  a  veterinary  ointment.    By  J.  Johnson,  32 
Church  Street,  Burnley.  256,894. 

"Boskoma";  for  chemicals.  By  W.  T.  W.  Harper- Adams, 
Agricultural  College,  Newport,  Salop.  258,189. 

"  Renastyptin  " ;  for  a  veterinary  preparation.  By  Willows, 
Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson,  40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C. 
258,265. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Abies  and  Picea. 

Sir, — I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Holmes  for  his  reply  to  my  letter 
of  November  12  on  the  above  subject.  As,  however,  he 
seems  to  wonder  that  there  should  be  any  confusion  as  to  the 
correct  classification  of  these  genera,  I  will  as  briefly  as 
possible  more  fully  explain  the  reasons  which  have  given  rise 
to  the  doubts  referred  to.  I  note,  in  the  first  place,  that  Mr. 
Holmes  regards  Bentham  and  Hooker's  "  Genera  Plantarum," 
published  in  1883 — over  twenty  years  ago —  and  the  "  Index 
Kewensis,"  published  1895 — some  eight  years  ago — as  his  most 
recent  and  up-to-date  authorities  on  the  subject  I  will  first 
draw  Mr.  Holmes's  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  was  published  in  1885,  some  two  years  after 
the  "  Genera  Plantarum,"  and,  according  to  Mr.  Holmes,  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  highest  botanical  authorities 
and  the  best  classical  works  would  have  been  consulted  before 
printing  this  edition.  Under  the  article  on  "  Pix  Burgundica," 
that  substance  is  referred  to  Pinus  Picea  (Du  Roi),  Pinus 
Abies  (Linn.),  Abies  excelsa  (D.C.),  but  not  to  Picea  excelsa. 
This  edition  of  the  B.P.  existed  as  the  recognised  "  authority  " 
for  us  all  for  thirteen  years — that  is,  for  fifteen  years  after  the 
publication  of  the  "  Genera  Plantarum." 

Messrs.  Fliickiger  and  Hanbury — men  who  were  not 
satisfied  with  reading  other  men's  statements  and  opinions, 
but  who  endeavoured  to  find  out  for  themselves  the  exact 
botanical  sources,  &c,  of  the  drugs  more  especially  used  in 
medicine,  which  came  into  the  market — on  page  616  of  their 
well-known  "  Pharmacographia  "  speak  of  Pinus  Abies  or 
Abies  excelsa  as  the  Norway  spruce  fir  and  the  tree  from  which 
Burgundy  pitch  is  obtained,  and  not  Picea  excelsa. 

Pereira's  "  Materia  Medica "  (last  edition),  with  Pro- 
fessor Bentley  as  co-editor,  on  page  479  also  refers  to  Abies 
excelsa  as  the  Norway  spruce  fir. 

Professor  Bentley,-  in  his   "Manual  of  Botany,"  refers 
on  page  676  to  Abies  excelsa  as  the  Norway  spruce  fir. 
\  The    1861,    1867,  and   1885   editions  of   the  B.P.  all 
refer  to  Abies  excelsa,  not  Picea  excelsa,  as  the  botanical 
source  of  pix  burgundica. 

Messrs.  Fliickiger  and  Hanbury,  on  page  612  of  "  Phar- 
macographia," refer  to  Pinus  Picea  as  the  "  silver  fir  "  of 
Central  Europe,  and  also  state  that  the  fir  in  Canada  and 
N.  W.  America  from  which  terebinthina  canadensis  is  obtained 
resembles  the  silver  fir  of  Central  Europe  (with  a  slight  differ- 
ence as  to  the  bracts  and  shape  of  the  cones).  This  latter 
tree  is  very  generally  referred  to  in  the  various  editions  of  the 
B.P.  as  either  Abies  Balsamea  or  Pinus  Balsamea. 

Professor  Sachs,  in  his  text-book  on  botany,  on  page  452 
(published  1875),  calls  the  silver  fir  of  Europe  Abies  pectinata. 

Now,  the  point  to  consider  is,  What  is  the  general  consensus 
of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  expert  authorities  ?  Are  Sir 
Joseph  Hooker  and  his  disciples  right  in  reversing  the  names 
of  these  genera  in  contradistinction  to  the  authorities  I  have 
just  mentioned  ?  It  is  true  some  of  the  latter  are  not  very 
modern,  but  surely  they  had  abundant  opportunities  of 
verifying  their  "decisions"  as  well  as  Sir  Joseph  Hooker;  and 
why  did  the  latter  make  his  alteration  in  the  nomenclature  ? 
A  great  deal  of  confusion  can  be  traced  to  Linnaeus,  who 
evidently  classified  the  Abies,  Picea,  and  Larix,  under  the  one 
generic  name  Pinus,  which  name  clung  to  them  for  some 
considerable  time  subsequently.  The  point  is,  What  is  an  Abies 
and  what  is  a  Picea  ?  Are  we  all  to  follow  Sir  Joseph 
Hooker,  and  ignore  everyone  else  ?  or  is  it  not  better  to  call  in 
the  assistance  of  other  experts,  who  have  equal  if  not  better 
opportunities  of  verifying  these  points  for  themselves  ?  Is 
the  Norway  spruce  fir  an  Abies  or  a  Picea  ?  Mr.  Holmes 
will,  I  think,  now  understand  that  it  was  not  that  I  pinned 


my  faith  entirely  in  either  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johns  or  Mr.  C.  Pierpoint 
Johnson  as  sole  authorities  on  the  subject,  but  that  I  had  other 
and  greater  authorities  in  my  mind  when  I  wrote  my  previous 
letter.  J.  G.  Sangster. 

December  2. 

Citral  in  Oil  of  Lemon. 

Sir, — Allow  me  to  trouble  you  again  with  the  following 
reply  to  Mr.  Parry's  letter  published  in  your  issue  of  Novem- 
ber 14. 

Leaving  aside  for  the  present  the  fruitless  question  of  what- 
ever opinions  may  have  been  expressed  on  my  method  of 
estimation  of  aldehydes  in  oil  of  lemon,  I  beseech  Mr.  Parry  to 
be  clement  enough  to  countermand  for  a  while  his  verdict  of 
death,  and  in  the  meantime  institute  experiments  on  the  pro- 
cess described  by  me  in  full  detail  in  your  issue  of  October  31. 
Let  him  and  other  parties  interested  in  the  matter  make 
some  check-experiments  with  pure  hydrocarbons  and  addi- 
tions of  varying  quantities  of  citral,  as  I  did  a  long  time  ago 
with  Kalbaum's  pure  citral. 

With  regard  to  the  conclusion  as  to  the  missing  4J  per  cent, 
of  aldehydes  referred  to  by  Mr.  Parry,  I  join  with  Mr.  C.  T. 
Bennett  in  saying  that,  as  a  matter  "  of  course,  a  certain 
amount  is  lost,  notwithstanding  every  precaution  during;  con- 
centration" ;  for,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Parry  and  his 
hasty  conclusion  as  to  some  words  on  the  subject  (contained 
in  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Fratelli  de  Pasquale,  published  in  your 
issue  of  September  12,  and  about  which  I  might  give  explana- 
tions), it  is  a  fact  that  in  the  ordinary  course  of  concentration 
some  citral  does  pass  over  with  terpenes,  some  does  remain 
behind  in  the  stearoptene,  a  little  gets  dissolved  in  the  water; 
and,  further,  it  is  possible  that  intermediate  reactions,  by 
reason  of  the  prolonged  heat,  may  modify  some  of  the  alde- 
hydes existing  in  the  oil. 

Finally,  the  whole  of  Mr.  Parry's  argument  is  based  upon 
the  assumption  that  terpeneless  lemon  oil  contains  from 
45  to  50  per  cent,  of  citral,  assuming  that  by  "  citral " 
he  means  all  the  aldehydes  there  existing  (citral,  citronellal, 
octylic  and  nonylic  aldehydes,  &c.)  ;  but  I  should  like  to  be 
informed  as  to  the  criterion  by  which  Mr.  Parry  arrives  at 
this  assumption.  I  therefore  deem  it  useful  to  put  one  single 
question  :  Which  is  the  process  leading  to  the  conclusion  that 
only  from  45  to  50  per  cent,  of  aldehydes  are  present  in  ter- 
I  peneless  lemon  oil  ?  Yours  respectfully, 

Messina,  December  3.  Dr.  Enrica  Berte. 

Trie  Peppermint-oil  Market. 

Sir, — In  your  esteemed  journal  of  November  28  we  read  a 
note  on  peppermint  oil,  from  which  we  understand  that  you 
consider  the  decline  in  peppermint-oil  prices — particularly  of 
Japanese  peppermint  oil — to  be  due  to  speculative  interests. 
We  are  firmly  convinced  that  this  is  erroneous.  We  believe 
the  advance  which  set  in  at  the  beginning  of  the  season 
to  be  due  to  speculation,  and  that  the  present  decline  is  quite 
a  natural  one  resulting  from  a  very  favourable  harvest.  We 
also  believe  for  a  certainty  that  the  continued  fall  in  the  prices 
of  American  oil  is  not  of  a  speculative  nature,  but  is  equally 
to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  a  comparatively  large  quan- 
tity of  oil  has  been  left  over  from  last  year's  harvest  which 
could  not  be  sold  at  the  high  prices  which  were  still  ruling  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year.  We  express  this  opinion  because 
you  lay  the  blame  of  the  fall  in  price  of  Japanese  peppermint 
oil  on  Japanese  and  German  houses,  whereas  we  hold  that  it 
has  nothing  to  do  with  any  speculative  motives  whatsoever. 
Yours  faithfully, 

P.p.  E.  Sachsse  &  Co., 

Leipzig,  November  30.  Kiank  Braband. 

[Messrs.  Sachsse  &  Co.'s  views  on  the  Japanese  peppermint-oil 
situation  are  the  opposite  of  those  h  Id  by  dealers  here.  At 
the  time  the  paragraph  referred  to  was  written,  it  was  quite 
apparent  to  anybody  who  followed  the  article  that  the  market 
was  being  strongly  depressed  in  the  interests  of  certain  parties 
who  had  oversold  and  were  not  able  to  cover  their  contracts  on 
favourable  conditions.  At  the  same  time  efforts  were  being  made 
to  depress  the  market  for  American  HGH  oil,  and  some  very  low 
quotations  were  circulated,  which  had  the  effect  of  frightening  a 
few  weak-kneed  holders  into  selling,  say,  lots  of  five  cases,  but  no 
quantity  was  available,  and  one  broker  had  to  confess  he  was 
unable  to  buy  any  appreciable  quantity.  The  clearest  evidence 
of  the  speculators'  manoeuvre  was  when  thirty  cases  of  Japanese 
dementholised  oil  were  put  up  for  forced  sale  at  the  last  auction 
in  November  (a  most  unusual  proceeding),  on  which  occasion  the 
broker  muttered  an  apology  somewhat  in  these  terms :  "  Very 
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sorry,  gentlemen — my  instructions  are  to  sell — I  cannot  help  it." 
We  may  also  mention  that  about  the  middle  of  November  we 
were  asked  to  insert  a  report  about  Japanese  peppermint  oil, 
which  bore  evidence  of  being  issued  for  the  special  purpose  of 
"  bearing  "  the  market ;  but  as  the  source  from  which  it  came  was  to 
be  strictly  private,  we  declined  to  publish  it,  and  it  was  practically 
admitted  to  us  that  the  report  was  circulated  for  the  purpose  of 
depressing  the  market. — Editor.] 

Adulteration  of  Radium  Salts. 

Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  monopolise  a  few  lines  of  your 
valuable  space  to  fully  endorse  Mr.  Tyrer's  suggestion 
that  a  guarantee  as  to  activity  should  be  given  with 
radium  bromide  on  selling  the  same.  A  few  simple  tests 
will  enable  the  buyer  to  convince  himself  as  to  the  class  of 
goods  he  is  purchasing,  and  they  can  be  applied  then  and 
there  at  the  time  of  making  the  purchase. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  H.  Martindale. 

10  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.,  December  10. 

Company  Dentists. 

Sir, — In  reference  to  the  Irish  High  Court  judgment  in 
the  case  of  O'Duffy  v.  Jaffe  Surgeon  Dentists  (Limited), 
published  in  this  week's  Chemist  and  Druggist — a  judg- 
ment which  really  places  dentists  in  a  worse  position  as 
regards  limited  companies  than  chemists — it  seems  to  me 
that  the  remedy  lies  rather  in  an  amendment  of  the  Com- 
panies Act  than  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Dentists  Acts.  A 
title  is  intended  to  distinguish  a  special  qualification,  and  a 
company  by  the  Companies  Act  should  be  restricted  from 
adopting  any  title  that  can  only  be  obtained  by  an  indi- 
vidual tDrough  examination.  This  would,  I  think,  meet  the 
wishes  of  all  professions,  and  its  enactment  be  the  cheapest 
way  of  remedy  ing  the  present  very  peculiar  state  of  things. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Cardiff,  November  27.  Templar  E.  Malins. 

[This  was  tried  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  failed. — Editor.] 

Final. 

SIR, — As  Mr.  Tate  has  made  a  romantic  retreat  behind 
the  summary  of  the  G.  $'  B.,  and  tries  to  impute  to  me 
and  put  in  my  mouth  what  I  never  uttered,  I  would  refer 
him  again  to  the  only  utterance  in  which  I  alluded  to 
Mr.  Montgomery,  though  it  has  been  tried  to  permeate  all  I 
said  with  his  name.  On  page  811,  C.  $  B.,  November  15, 
Mr.  Kelly  stated  "  he  had  a  great  regard  for  Mr.  Montgomery.'' 
On  page  671,  C.  &  Z>.,  October  17,  when  elected  President, 
Mr.  Kelly  supported  the  motion,  and  on  page  826,  C.  $  D., 
November  14,  my  statement  is  perfectly  clear.  I  said  I 
made  no  allusion  to  him,  and  I  supported  his  appoint- 
ment. These  are  my  only  utterances  in  connection  with 
Mr.  Montgomery.  I  shall  take  no  further  notice  of  any 
statement  coming  from  Mr.  Tate. 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

Dublin,  December  7.  P.  Kelly. 

Sweet  Pea. 

Sir, — In  perusing  the  last  issue  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  read  on  page  955 
the  remarks  of  your  Town  Traveller  regarding  the  sweet- 
pea  perfume  produced  by  another  firm,  remarks  which 
might  operate  to  my  disadvantage,  consequently  I  ask 
you  to  publish  this  letter  in  jour  next  issue.  The  facts 
concerning  sweet-pea  perfume  are  briefly  these.  As  a 
perfume  it  was  almost  unknown  until  the  year  1900.  When 
it  very  occasionally  occurred  in  trade-lists  it  was  quoted  not 
as  "  Sweet-pea  Blossom  "  (a  title  which  I  originated),  but  as 
"  Sweet  Pea,"  and  I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  it  was  not 
claimed  for  the  perfume  that  it  had  any  connection  with  the 
flower  except  in  name.  In  the  early  summer  of  1900  I  had 
perfected  my  "  Sweet-pea  Blossom "  perfume,  and  a  little 
later  on  during  the  same  summer  it  was  sold  at  the 
bicentenary  exhibition  of  the  sweet-pea  flower  held  at  the 
Crystal  Palace.  Many  hundreds  of  bottles  were  sold  to 
visitors  from  all  parts,  who  carried  them  home,  and  these 
sales  started  the  boom  for  "  Sweet-pea  Blossom"  perfume.  In 
the  spriDg  of  last  year  I  received  the  Queen's  command  to 
supply  this  and  another  of  my  perfumes  ("  Night-scented 
Stock")  to  her  Majesty,  and  later  on  in  the  year  I  was 
graciously  permitted  to  make  known  the  fact  on  my  labels 


and  in  my  advertisements.  I  do  not  arrogate  to  myself  the 
sole  right  to  make  sweet-pea  perfume,  but  I  do  claim  to 
have  first  used  the  title  "  Sweet-pea  Blossom,"  and  that  the 
present  large  sale  of  this  perfume  is  largely  due  to  the 
originality,  high  quality,  and  naturalness  of  my  speciality. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Loughborough,  December  8.  W.  F.  Charles. 

In  Brief. 

The  Minor  Examination. — 229/31.  Nux  Areca,  writing  about 
recent  remarks  regarding  this  examination,  says  he  has  passed 
it  this  year  and  thinks  it  is  not  a  bit  too  severe.  It  is  not  a 
sufficient  test  in  chemistry,  &c.  The  examination  should  last  at 
least  three  days.  He  does  not  wonder  a  bit  about  the  low  per- 
centage of  passes,  as  he  has  known  men  go  up  for  the  examination 
who  knew  they  did  not  stand  the  slightest  chance  of  getting 
through  If  the  student  would  only  do  some  study  systematically, 
he  would  find  the  Minor  would  lose  all  its  terrors,  and  with  one 
or  two  terms  at  a  school  for  "  rubbing  up  "  would  find  no  diffi- 
culty whatever. 

Doctors  and  Chemists. — Acetum  (236/6),  referring  to  the 
letter  of  "  Patent  Medicine,"  says :  "  There  are  six  doctors 
(common  practitioners)  in  my  vicinity,  all  of  whom  dispense  their 
own  prescriptions,  unless  they  think  of  something  out  of  the 
ordinary,  when  I  may  get  a  look  in.  If  a  customer  be  sent  to 
one  of  these  I  get  neither  prescription  nor  thanks,  and  have 
long  ago  decided  that  where  it  is  safe  to  do  so  to  prescribe.  But 
if  my  customer  be  a  client  of  a  doctor  who  does  no  dispensing,  he 
or  she  is  advised  to  see  the  doctor,  knowing  that  the  prescription 
will  come  to  me.  Of  this  I  make  no  secret,  and  although  perhaps 
playing  with  a  double-edged  tool,  it  pays  far  better  than  sending 
the  customer  to  one  who  not  only  in  some  cases  sells  medicine 
but  also  trusses,  enemas,  throat  brushes  and  sprays  when  the 
opportunity  occurs.  I  was  at  one  time  dispenser  to  a  medical 
man  who  not  only  did  that,  but  if  consultation  with  a  specialist 
occurred,  asked  patients  to  let  him  see  the  prescription  when  they 
returned,  and  invariably  it  was  copied  in  the  book  and  then  torn 
up,  so  that  the  patient  was  compelled  to  go  to  him  when  a  repeat 
was  wanted.  Still,  I  have  found  that  the  higher  a  man  is  in  the 
profession  the  more  grateful  and  considerate  he  is  towards  the 
chemist  who  recommends  him." 


Legal  Queries. 


226/65.  Subscriber  B. — (1)  Your  quinine-and-iron  tonic 
label  requires  no  addition.  As  it  stands  it  is  exempt. 
(2)  "  Elixir  of  Life,  for  the  Bowels,  the  Head,  and  Liver," 
appears  not  to  go  beyond  the  Board's  definition  of  October  31 
as  to  what  is  not  liable  to  duty. 

221/3.  Bol  Armenian. — We  think  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  "  Superior  Koff-drops,  Specially  Prepared,"  is  a  way  of 
telling  people  that  the  preparation  is  for  coughs.  Conse- 
quently it  will,  on  December  31,  be  liable  to  stamp-duty. 
"  Chest-drops  "  is  exempt. 

216/50.  Nerves. — The  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue  have  not 
yet  declined  to  extend  the  pericd  of  exemption  beyond 
December  31.    See  the  report  of  the  Grocers'  deputation. 

223/33.  A.  S. — If  your  cold- cure  is  composed  chiefly  of 
quinine  and  camphor  you,  as  registered  chemists,  may  sell  it 
under  the  title  "  Quinine-and-camphor  Cold-cures,"  without 
reference  to  the  published  formula  and  without  stamp-duty. 
See  also  reply  to  "  A.  D." 

219/31.  A.  B.—"  Cold- cure  "  is  a  dutiable  title.  You 
will  find  several  formulas  for  such  preparations  in  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1904.  If  you  tell  us  on 
a  reply  postcard  the  composition  of  yours,  we  can  send  you 
the  number  of  the  formula  for  label-purposes. 

225/12.  Nervous.— The  title  "  Head  and  Nerve  Powders  " 
is  exempt,  but  in  the  directions  you  say  "  In  very  severe 
cases  the  second  dose  may  be  taken  in  one  hour,"  and  you 
print  the  figure  of  a  man  suffering  from  headache.  You 
should  remove  these,  and  in  the  directions  say,  "  Kepeat  in 
an  hour  if  required." 

224|10.  H.  L. — Your  label  and  envelope  for  foot-powder 
I  are  not  liable. 

_  220/10.    G.  B.  R. — Your  blood-purifying  mixture  will  be 
liable  to  stamp-duty,  but  not  if  marked  "  Prepared  according 
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to  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,'  "  with  the  number  of  the 
formula.  You  are  rather  behind  the  times  in  discussing 
what  was  said  on  August  22.  Many  things  have  happened 
since,  as  to  which  you  will  find  a  concise  statement  in  our 
forthcoming  Diaey. 

221/14.  X  28.— (1)  The  restricted  area  put  into  an 
assistant's  agreement,  in  which  he  may  not  commence  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  is  that  from  which  the  customers 
of  his  employer  are  drawn.  This  cannot  be  expressed  in 
mileage  as  of  general  application  ;  it  must  be  a  matter  of 
fact.  (2)  If  any  part  of  an  agreement  is  objected  to  by 
either  party  a  fresh  one  should  be  drawn  up,  in  which  the 
objectionable  part  is  left  out.  Passing  the  pen  through  the 
part  will  not  nullify  it,  and  it  saves  expense  afterwards  to 
get  the  thing  made  correct,  rather  than  to  ^dd  an  exempting 
clause. 

228/29.  G.  A. — The  description  is  not  an  infringement  of 
the  Dentists  Act. 

228/24.  K  B.—u  Toothache-essence,  B.P.,"  would  not  be 
an  exempted  title,  because  there  is  no  toothache-essence  in 
the  B.P.    Such  a  description  as 

Toothache-essence 
(Tincture  of  iodine,  B.P.) 

would  be  exempt.  "  Tr.  iodi,  B.P.,"  is  not  exactly  a  full 
disclosure  in  the  terms  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Kevenue's 
letter,  nor  is  "  troch.  morph.  et  ipecac,  B.P. ,"  after  cough- 
lozenges.  Such  sub-titles  are  not  "  intelligible  to  persons 
outside  the  circle  of  professional  experts."  "  P.B."  is  also 
unintelligible.  There  is  no  such  book  as  "  Pharmacopoeia 
Britannica,"  but  there  is  a  "  British  Pharmacopoeia."  We 
advise  you  to  make  your  labels  read  thus,  and  there  will  be 
no  doubt  about  them  being  under  the  exemption : 

Cough-lozenges. 
(Morphine  and  ipecac,  loz.,  B.P.) 

Toothache-essence. 
(Tincture  of  iodine,  B.P.) 

232/12.  F.  K.  sent  the  Board  of  Inland  Ee venue  copies  of 
a  label  for  "  headache-powders,"  explaining  that  the  medi- 
cine was  phenacetin.  The  label  was  returned  marked 
"liable  to  duty."  He  asks  us  why?  Because  the  Board 
marks  labels  according  to  the  terms  thereof,  and  without 
taking  into  consideration  what  the  medicine  may  be.  A 
little  reflection  will  show  that  this  is  the  only  safe  course  the 
Board  can  pursue. 

231/69.  Landlord. — The  copy  of  the  lease  is  given  to  the 
tenant. 

20/19.  Sub.  submitted  to  Somerset  House  a  label  for  a 
medicinal  ointment  with  exactly  the  same  recommendation  as 
on  an  asthma- powder  label.  The  former  was  marked  "  liable," 
the  latter  "  not  liable."  Why  ?  [Asthma-powder  to  be 
burnt,  and  the  fumes  inhaled,  is  not  liable  to  duty,  although 
recommended,  because  the  powder  does  not  come  within  the 
terms  of  the  general  charge  of  duty — viz.,  "  to  be  used  or 
applied  externally  or  internally."  It  is  the  smoke  that  is 
used,  and  the  smoke  is  no  more  asthma-powder  than  the 
smoke  from  a  cigar  is  a  cigar.  If  the  smoke  were  sold  in  a 
bag  to  be  inhaled,  and  the  bag  so  labelled  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  asthma-powder,  the  bag  would  need  to  be  stamped — ■ 
assuming  that  it  could  be  regarded  as  a  chemical  or  officinal 
preparation.] 

231/67.  W.  F.  W. — "  W.  &  W.  Pills "  is  not  a  dutiable 
title  under  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts. 

232/51.  Vet. — "Veterinary  dispensing"  and  "hospital 
for  animals "  are  not  an  infringement  of  the  Veterinary 
Surgeons  Act.  We  must  know  more  about  the  facts  relating 
to  the  advertisement  before  we  can  express  an  opinion 
about  it. 

235/45.  J.  PF.— "  Purifies  the  blood  "  is  the  only  dutiable 
description  on  your  quinine-and-iron-tonic  label,  but  as  the 
name  of  the  article  is  a  sufficient  disclosure  of  its  composi- 
tion you  are  entitled  to  sell  it  as  labelled  without  stamp- 
duty  under  Exemption  3. 

236/37.  Chemicus. — The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue's  order 
respecting  the  sale  of  quinine-wine  by  grocers  does  not  apply 
to  limited  companies  who  bond  fide  carry  on  business  as 
chemists  and  druggists. 


Information  Wanted. 


237/45.    Where  are  anatropine  and  carbonine  obtainable  1 

231/74.  Where  can  highly-dried  powdered  salt  be  ob- 
tained 1 

234/21.  Who  is  agent  or  maker  of  "  African  hair- restorer  ' 
and  "  Oriental  camphor  '"  ? 


Coming  Events, 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  slwuld  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  December  14. 

Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association,  Church  House,  Church  Street, 
Dewsbury,  at  8.30  p.m.  Paper  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Maud 
(Pontefract)  on  "  Co-operative  Buying,"  and  discussion  on 
"  The  More  Sti'iDgent  Enforcement  of  the  Spirits  Acts." 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club,  Imperial  Hotel,  Market 
Street,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  p.m.  Smoking-concert. 

Tuesday,  December  15. 

School  of  Pharmacy  Football  and  Athletic  Club,  Crown  Room, 
Holborn  Restaurant,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Smokiog-concert. 
Tickets,  2s.  each,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  Alfred  Wade, 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

The  BZartlepools  Chemists'  Association,  Mallaby's  Cafe,  26  Church 
Street,  West  Hartlepool,  at  8.30  p.m.  Sub-committee's 
report  on  "  The  Formation  of  a  Trading  Section." 

Royal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  Geo.  Lamley  will  exhibit  slides  of  "  The  Engadine  and  its 
Approaches." 

"Wednesday,  December  16. 

Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  Victoria  Restaurant,  Basnett 
Street,  Liverpool,  at  7.30  p.m.  Annual  smoking-concert. 
Professor  Boyce,  of  the  Liverpool  University  and  Tropical 
School  of  Medicine.  All  chemists  and  assistants  are 
invited. 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  Montgomery 
Hall,  at  9  p.m.  "  Territorial  Representation,"  by  the 
President  (Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme). 

Western  Chemists'  Association,  Norfolk  Hotel,  London  Street, 
Paddington,  W.,  at  9  P.M.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  5.30  p.m 
The  papers  to  be  communicated  are :  "  On  the  Relative 
Strengths  of  the  Fixed  Bases  and  of  Ammonia  as  Measured 
by  their  Action  on  Cotarnme,"  by  Professor  J.  J.  Dobbie 
and  Messrs.  A.  Lauder  and  C.  K.  Tinkler  "  ;  "  New  Halogen- 
derivatives  of  Diphenyl  and  Dihydroxy-diphenyl,"  by  Mr. 
J.  C.  Cain ;  "  Constitution  of  Nitric  Peroxide,"  and 
"Sabatier's  Nitroso-disulphonic  Acid,"  by  Dr.  E.  Divers; 
"Notes  on  Some  Natural  Colouring-matters,"  by  Messrs. 
A.  G.  Perkin  and  E.  Phipps ;  "  The  Estimation  of  Methyl- 
alcohol  in  Presence  of  Ethyl-alcohol,"  by  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe 
and  Mr.  J.  Holmes. 

Thursday,  December  17. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Musical  and  social  evening. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
94  West  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  J.  F. 
Tocher  on  ''  Territorial  Representation." 

Optical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Messrs. 
A.  J.  Bull  and  A.  C.  Jolly  on  "  The  Function  of  Tri-eolour 
Filters." 

Burnley  Chemists'  Association,  Express  Hotel,  Burnley,  at 
8.30  p.m.  The  new  medicine-stamp  regulations  and  several 
local  matters  will  be  discussed. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Albert  Restaurant, 
Albert  Road,  Bournemouth,  at  8.30  p.m.    Monthly  meeting. 


Chemists'  Ball.— Those  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  replied 
to  the  letters  requesting  them  to  act  as  stewards  for  the  Chemists' 
Ball,  1904,  are  asked  to  communicate  with  the  Hon.  Secretary 
(Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  jun.),  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  he  is  anxious  to  publish  the  list  of  stewards  without 
delay. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS  — The  prices  given  in  this  section  ara 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted.' 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  December  io. 

FEW  features  of  interest  have  developed  in  the  drug 
and  chemical  markets  this  week,  and  with  the  near 
approach  of  the  end  of  the  year  business  generally  is  slacken- 
ing down.  There  has  been  renewed  activity  in  Persian  and 
Turkish  opium  for  export,  but  at  lower  prices  all  round ; 
morphine  remains  dull  and  easy.  Quinine  is  inactive, 
especially  in  view  of  the  large  sale  of  bark  at  Amsterdam 
next  week,  and  cod  liver  oil  is  .unaltered  at  the  recent  lower 
prices,  with  a  scarcity  of  the  fine  quality.  There  are  still  no 
offers  of  crude  camphor  to  be  had,  and  it  is  evident  that  the 
monopoly  intend  to  temporarily  starve  the  market  now  that 
they  have  acquired  control  of  the  Japanese  output.  Mean- 
while a  slight  advance  is  announced  in  German  and 
French  refined  camphor.  Both  tartaric  acid  and  cream 
of  tartar  show  a  firmer  tendency  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
raw  material  in  South  Europe,  and  a  further  advance  would 
not  be  surprising.  Essential  oils  are  for  the  most  part 
unaltered,  with  the  exception  of  an  advance  in  genuine  oil 
of  sassafras.  Peppermint  oils  have  turned  quiet,  and  are 
a  shade  easier  at  the  moment.  Shellac  has  been  much 
quieter  at  about  steady  prices,  and  cloves  meet  with  a  fair 
speculative  demand  at  lower  prices.  The  final  drug-auctions 
of  the  year  were  held  to-day,  and  they  are  reported  on  page 
987.    Subjoined  are  the  principal  fluctuations  of  the  week. 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Camphor  (Ger- 

Acid, tartaric 

Benzoin 

Aloes, 

man  and  Fr. 

Ammonia 

(Sumatra, 

Curacao 

ref.) 

sulphate 

fine) 

Benzoin 

Oil,  sassafras 

Cardamoms 

Ipecacuanha 

(Sumatra, 

Cream  of, 

Oil,  castor 

common) 

tartar 

Oil,  pepper- 

Dragon's- 
blood 
Menthol 
Opium 
Pepper 
Pimento 
Senna  (Alex.) 
Shellac 

Ergot 

mint 
Sarsaparilla 

(Lima) 
Senna 

(Tinn.) 
Soda  nitrate 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  firmer  at  Is.  0\d.  to  Is.  Q\d.  per  lb.  for 
foreign  crystals  and  powder.  English  makers  are  asking 
Is.  Id.,  and  one  of  the  makers  does  not  quote. 

Almonds. — An  advice  from  Messina  dated  November  30 
states  that  speculators  are  paying  68s.  6d.,  f.o.b  ,  for  P.  &  G. 
quality  1904  delivery.  This  induces  large  dealers  to  hold  in 
store  their  spot  goods,  and  prices  are  therefore  maintained. 
For  prompt  delivery  sweet  P.  &  G.  are  quoted  60s.  Gel.,  bitter 
69s.,  current  Avola  70s.,  and  choice  77s.  9d.  per  cwt.  of 
50|  kilos.,  f.o.b. 

Arrowroot.— At  auction  12  half-barrels  of  Bermuda  were 
offered,  and  partly  sold  at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  ;  830  packages  St. 
Vincent  were  bought  in,  including  good  to  fine  manufac- 
turing in  barrels,  at  2±d.  to  3%d. 

Calabar  Beans. — A  sale  of  four  bags  on  the  quay  in 
Liverpool  has  been  made  at  7f    per  lb. 

Camphor. — No  further  development  has  taken  place  in 


ciude,  the  market  still  being  without  offers  from  the  monopol 
It  would  appear  as  if  the  monopoly  intended  to  wait  until 
refiners'  stocks  are  exhausted  before  again  offering,  and  an 
advance  on  present  prices  would  not  be  surprising.  Mean- 
while English  refined  camphor  is  marking  time,  the  chief 
demand  being  for  tablets.  German  refined  has  advanced 
\d.  per  lb.  to  Is.  W\d.  per  lb.  in  ton  lots,  and  French  has 
also  advanced  \d.  to  Is.  W\d.  net. 

CASTOREUM. — At  the  auction  to  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
December  16,  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  will  offer  1,510  lbs., 
and  Messrs.  S.  Figgis  &  Co.  400  lbs. 

Cinchona. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  only  a  small  supply 
was  offered,  about  half  of  which  consisted  of  Calisaya.  The 
demand  was  slow,  and  rather  more  than  half  the  offerings 
were  sold  at  unaltered  rates,  the  average  unit  being  \\d. 
per  lb.    The  bark  contained  about  2,000  kilos,  of  quinine. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  bark  offered  and 
sold : 

Packages  Packages 


Offered 

Sold 

South    American  cinchona 

(chiefly 

Calisaya)  

  557 

402 

East  Indian  cinchona 

  314 

121 

West  Coast  African  cinchona 

  114 

114 

Java  cinchona   

  109 

73 

Ceylon  cinchona  

  34 

Jamaica  cinchona... 

  17 

17 

1,145 

727 

The  following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  bark  purchased 


by  the  principal  buyers  : 

Lbs. 

American  and  Italian  factories     ...       ...       ...  37,700 

Frankfort-on-Main  and  Stuttgart  factories       ...  27,300 

Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons  (Limited)    18,000 

Imperial  Quinine  factory   7,200 

Brunswick  factory   4,100 

Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories    700 

Druggists,  &c.    5,100 


Total  quantity  sold   100,100 

Bought  in  or  withdrawn         ...  56,300 


156,400 

The  prices  paid  for  sound  bark  were  as  under  : 

South  Amebican. — Bolivian  cultivated  Calisaya,  fair  to  good 
quill,  §\d.  to  8gc?.,  lean  h\d.  to  l\d. ;  quillings  and  chips,  5|rf.  to 
6g(Z.  per  lb. 

African. — Bed,  broken  quill,  5hd. ;  dull  quill  and  quillings,  5$d. 
to  5%d.  per  lb. 

Java. — Hybrid  branch  and  root,  651? ;  Succirubra  root,  4§<7. ; 
Ledgeriana  branch  was  taken  out  at  Is.,  a  bid  of  8$d.  being 
refused. 

Ceylon. — Natural  Succirubra  chips  were  bought  in. 

Jamaica. — Chips,  country- damaged,  2frf  to  3Jrf. 

East  Indian. —  Officinalis,  original  stem  chips,  2d.  to  2^d.,  ditto 
renewed,  3§cZ.  to  4 if . ;  and  good  root,  5§(2.  to  6^d.  per  lb. 

The  auction  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  on  December  17  will 
consist  of  7,453  bales  and  440  cases,  weighing  714,027  kilos., 
and  containing  33,201  kilos,  quinine  sulphate,  or  an  average 
percentage  of  5  30  per  cent,  q.s  for  the  manufacturing-bark, 
against  5  30  per  cent,  for  the  November  auction,  and  an 
average  of  5  51  per  cent,  for  the  ten  auctions  held  in  1902. 
In  the  drug-auction  3  bales  of  fair  broken  Maracaibo  chips 
were  held  at  6^.  per  lb. 

Cocaine. — The  reduction  announced  last  week  is  said  to 
be  due  to  competition  on  the  part  of  a  new  Hamburg  maker 
outside  of  the  convention.  In  view  of  the  high  price  of 
crude,  the  present  prices  of  hydrochloride  leave  very  little 
profit  to  makers.  The  quotation  for  small  wholesale  lots  is 
now  12s.  3d.  per  oz.,  70-oz.  lots  12s.,  and  175-oz.  lots  lis.  Qd. 
Pure  is  2s.  per  oz.  more. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  firmer  at  86s.  for  98-per-cent. 
powder,  and  83s.  for  95-per-cent.  powder. 

Ergot  is  firmer,  Spanish  being  offered  at  is.  8d.  per  lb., 
c  i.f. 

Ferri  Ammox.  Cit.  is  rather  lower,  owing  to  the  easy 
position  of  citric  acid  ;  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  is  the  price  of  a  leading 
make. 

Galls. — Persian  are  unaltered,  but  business  is  restricted 
by  the  high  prices  asked.  Blue  are  quoted  55s.  to  59s.,  green 
52s.  to  53s.,  and  white  51s.  to  52s.,  spot.    The  market  is  bare 
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of  Smyrna  description.  Chinese  are  quoted  52s.,  c.i.f.,  and 
Japanese  51s.,  c.i.f.,  but  there  are  no  buyers. 

Golden  Seal. — Business  has  been  done  this  week  at 
3s.  Zd.  per  lb.  net  on  the  spot. 

Gum  Thus  is  offered  at  13s.  3d  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms 

Oil,  Cod-livee. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
December  5  that  the  first  reports  of  the  new  cod-fishing  are 
rather  favourable,  the  cod  being  fatter,  and  the  livers  of 
good  quality.  The  seals,  to  which  the  misfortunes  of  the 
past  season  were  partly  attributed,  have  also  appeared,  how- 
ever, but  so  far  it  is  difficult  to  state  what  will  be  the  result 
of  the  winter  fishing  of  cod  to  arrive  at  Lofoten  at  the  end 
of  January.  A  few  barrels  of  new  oil  have  arrived  on  this 
market,  but  buyers  are  greatly  reserved,  and  no  sales  are 
published.  The  former  quotations  are  maintained,  but  may 
be  considered  nominal.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date 
amount  to  2,280  barrels,  against  9,042  barrels  at  the  same 
date  last  year.  In  London,  pure  non-congealing  medicinal 
oil  continues  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  and  for  lots  of  two  and 
three  barrels  450s.  per  barrel  is  2sked  and  paid.  For  oil 
obtained  from  the  winter  fishing  at  the  extreme  north  of 
Norway  (such  as  alluded  to  by  our  Bergen  correspondent)  a 
London  agent  quotes  405s.  to  arrive,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  and  small 
sales  are  said  to  have  been  made  at  this  price.  The.  recent 
easier  feeling  which  has  developed  is  mostly  attributed  to 
the  large  quantities  of  adulterated  oils  which  are  offered  at 
the  best  obtainable  prices,  and  this,  of  course,  has  to  a 
certain  extent  interfered  with  the  sale  of  pure  non-congealing 
oil. 

Oil,  Olive. — According  to  advices  from  Messina,  abundant 
rains  have  saved  the  crop,  and  the  yield  promises  to  be  of 
excellent  quality;  the  oilfly  has  done  less  havoc  than  in 
previous  years.  Prices  have  not  declined,  as  old  stocks  are 
almost  exhausted,  and  buyers  are  coming  from  all  parts  of 
Italy  to  buy  the  fresh  oil.  The  following  are  the  current 
quotations :  Messina  yellow,  31/. ;  greenish  ditto,  30/.  5s. ; 
burning  Russia,  34/.  10s. ;  choice  Gallipoli,  32/.  15s.  ;  ordinary 
Gallipoli,  31/.  10s.  per  tun  of  1,045  kilos.,  f.o.b.  Messina. 

Oil,  Wood. — Chinese  on  the  spot  is  steady  at  from  28s.  to 
28s.  6d.,  and  24s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  for  arrival. 

Oils,  Essential. — Star  aniseed  is  steady  on  the  spot  at 
4s.  9d.,  and  4s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  for  arrival.  An  advice  from  Hong- 
Kong,  dated  November  6,  reports  that  during  the  preceding 
fortnight  there  has  been  a  lively  demand  from  the  home 
markets,  about  60  to  70  piculs  having  changed  hands,  and 
there  are  no  sellers  below  the  equivalent  of  4s.  Id.  per  lb. 
Cassia  on  the  spot  is  quoted  3s.  <\d.  for  oil  containing  80  to 
85  per  cent.  OA.,  and  2s.  lid.  to  3s.  for  75  to  80  per  cent. 
Holders  of  Lemongrass  continue  to  quote  Id.  per  oz.,  spot. 
The  firm  tone  in  Gitronella  is  maintained,  dealers  asking 
Is.  Id.  for  spot  parcels.  Genuine  American  Sassafras  is 
dearer,  one  agent  quoting  2s.  4d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Genuine  Oil 
of  Coriander,  of  B.P.  quality,  is  dearer,  one  agent  quoting 
20s.  per  lb.,  net.  Rectified  Oil  of  Linaloes  has  been  reduced 
to  8s.  per  lb.  Genuine  Reunion  Geranium,  direct  from  the 
island,  is  firm  at  from  12s.  Qd.  to  13s. 

Olibanum. — Good  pale  drop  is  in  small  supply  on  this 
market ;  sales  of  this  description  have  lately  been  made  at 
46s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — Lower.  There  has  been  considerably  more 
activity  this  week  in  Persian  opium,  about  100  cases  having 
been  sold  for  export  to  China  at  rather  lower  prices —viz., 
from  10s.  to  10s.  6d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Turkey  opium  has 
also  been  in  more  demand  at  lower  prices,  includiDg  Tokat 
seconds  and  Malatia  at  up  to  10s.  6d.  No  business  is 
reported  in  Smyrna  druggists'. 

Smyrna,  November  27.— Large  holders  are  beginning  to 
recognise  their  mistake  in  allowing  prices  to  drop  to  7s.  lOd.  for 
current  talequale,  now  asserting  that  snch  a  low  price  was  un- 
necessary. Meanwhile  buyers  and  sellers  are  holding  aloof,  the 
former  not  wishing  to  facilitate  an  advance,  and  the  latter 
anticipating  that  any  important  order  would  nob  be  fulfilled  at 
the  last  quoted  prices.  The  transactions  during  the  past  eight 
days  amount  to  18  caees  old  and  new  current  and  Karahissar  t.  q. 
at  the  same  prices  as  last  week. 

Another  correspondent,  writing  on  November  27,  reports  a  very 
quiet  market,  with  small  purchases  for  U.S.A.  It  is  probable 
that  the  present  position  will  be  maintained,  as  weak  sellers  have 
covered  their  pressing  monetary  engagements,  and  may  go  on  for 


several  weeks  without  showing  anxiety  to  sell.  A  continued  absence 
of  demand  from  consumers,  with  favourable  weather  in  the 
sowing  districts,  would  of  course  weaken  the  position  again,  but 
until  the  Greek  New  Year  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  material 
change.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,619  cases, 
against  4,597  cases  at  the  same  time  last  year,  and  in  Constanti- 
nople the  arrivals  are  994-  cases,  against  2,570  cases  in  1902. 
The  stock  in  Smyrna  in  first-hands  is  now  4,594  cases,  against 
5,266  cases  at  the  same  period  last  year,  and  in  Constantinople 
770  cases,  against  1,246  cases. 

Constantinople,  December  4. — The  fall  sowings  have  been 
favoured  by  magnificent  weather,  and  the  crops  look  promising. 
At  th6  same  time  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  plant  is  more 
at  the  mercy  of  the  elements  than  the  poppy,  and  two  days  of 
unfavourable  weather  during  the  next  six  months  would  suffice  to 
completely  change  the  outlook.  The  market  is  rather  firmer, 
holders  having  begun  to  realise  that  the  decline  has  been  over- 
done, and  prices  lower  than  the  actual  position  warrants.  The 
sales  for  the  week  amount  to  six  cases  soft  shipping  at  8s.  10rf., 
and  two  cases  druggists'  at  7s.  8(?.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Quicksilver  is  unaltered  at  81.  5s.  per  bottle  from  th 
importers.  Mr.  A.  S.  Pickering  has  issued  the  followin 
statistics  : 

Imports. 

1903       1902       1901  1900 

November  (bottles)    446         616         678  5,554 

January-November  (bottles) ...    34,881     33,169     35,194  11,939 

Exports. 

November  (bottles)    948      1,160      3,030  3,466 

January-November  (bottles) ...    17,299     18,623     25,306  24,346 

Average  price. 

1903  1902  1901  1900 

November  ...    £8    7    6      £8  15    0      £8  19    0      £9    2  6 

Quinine. — A  continued  quiet  market  with  only  retail 
sales.  In  second-hands  there  are  sellers  of  December  de- 
livery at  Is.  Of  d.  per  oz  for  good  German  sulphate  in  bulk.  \ 

The  exports  of  quinine,  quinine-preparations,  &c,  from  Ger- 
many during  the  nine  months  ending  September  amounted  to  : 

1901  1902  1903 

Kilos.  ...  155,900  155,700  127,200 
Marks       ...    6,548,000      5,605,000  4,579,000 

Shellac. — The  week  opened  with  a  fair  business  on  the 
spot,  including  fair  worked  TN  Orange  at  236s.  and  fine 
blocky  second  Orange  at  235s.,  with  GAL  blocky  Garnet  at 
170s.  The  market  in  futures  has  been  quiet,  at  lower  prices, 
with  small  sales  on  Wednesday  of  January  delivery  at  230s. 
to  228s.,  March  at  218s.,  and  May  at  212s.,  to  210s.,  these 
prices  showing  a  substantial  decline. 

Spices. — At  auction  fair  supplies  were  offered  and  met 
with  a  slow  demand,  only  a  small  proportion  being  disposed 
of.  No  Jamaica  Ginger  was  offered,  and  Cochin  was  bought 
in,  including  medium  to  bold  cut  at  65s.  Small  washed 
rough  sold  at  26s.,  fair  being  bought  in  at  28s. ;  good  limed 
Japan  sold  at  24s.  Pepper  was  lower  in  auction,  120  bags  fair 
Singapore  selling,  without  reserve,  at  6^d. ;  good  was  bought 
in  at  6fd.  Privately  the  market  is  easier,  January-March 
selling  at  6jSd.  White  pepper  was  bought  in  at  9%d.  for  fair, 
and  good  fair  at  lOd. ;  177  bags  Ptnang  sold,  without  reserve, 
at  9gd.,  being  \d.  lower.  Good  Siam  was  bought  in  at  lOcZ. 
Privately  a  quiet  tone  has  prevailed.  Pimento  declined  -£d., 
209  bags  selling,  mostly  without  reserve,  at  from  3|</  to  Z\d. 
for  fair.  Nutmegs  and  Mace  were  quiet.  Nyassaland  Chillies 
sold  at  fully  previous  prices,  including  fine  at  56s.  to  58s. 
and  good  at  52s  Qd. ;  good  picked  Nyassaland  Capsicums  were 
bought  in  at  30s.,  and  fine  medium  picked  at  40s.  Of 
Zanzibar  Cloves  150  bales  were  offered,  of  which  50  sold  at 
Id.  for  good  bright.  Privately  the  market  has  fluctuated, 
but  is  lower  on  balance,  about  1,500  bales  selling  on  Friday 
last  for  January-March  and  March- May  delivery  at  7-^d.  to 
Id ,  closing  7^d.  per  lb.  On  Monday  the  market  opened 
firmer,  about  800  bales  selling  at  l\d.  to  7-^d.  for  January- 
March,  and  7{d.  to  7f^d.  to  7%d.  for  March-May  ;  but  these 
prices  were  not  sustained  on  Tuesday,  when  1,000  bales  sold 
for  January-March  and  May  at  7^d.  down  to  Qj^d.  There 
was  a  recovery  of  f^d.  on  Wednesday,  about  1,500  bales 
selling  at  6j§rf.  to  7d.  for  January-March,  and  7d.  to  7^d.  for 
March-May  delivery. 

Turmeric. — Fair  sales  of  Bengal  finger  have  been  made 
at  9s.  6d.  spot.    In  auction  a  parcel  of  243  bags  fair  finger 
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from  Bimlipatam  (Madras)  sold  at  from  7s.  6(2.  to  8s.  3d., 
and  dull  bulby  finger  at  6s.  9d. 

Vanillin. — The  tendency  still  remains  upwards,  and 
when  the  second-hand  parcels  have  been  disposed  of  an 
advance  may  be  expected.  The  first-hand  price  for  Swiss 
make  in  contract  quantities  of,  say,  5,000  oz.  is  22s.  10(2. 
per  lb. 

'  Wax,  Japanese,  is  firm  at  74s.  spot,  and  the  stock  is  well 
held;:  to  arrive  72s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted  in  one  direction. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

The  next  sales  ivill  take  place  on  January  7,  and  ivill  consist  of 
old  and  new  drugs. 

At  the  final  auctions  of  the  year  the  offerings  of  new  and  old 
drugs  were  moderately  heavy,  the  features  being  an  unusually 
large  supply  of  Sumatra  benzoin  and  dragon's-blood,  the  latter 
being  almost  wholly  "  without  reserve."  Cape  aloes  sold  at 
unaltered  rates,  and  for  Curacoa  rather  lower  prices  were  accepted. 
Fine  Sumatra  benzoin  was  a  shade  easier,  and  for  common  or 
thirds,  lower  prices  were  paid.  Buchu-leaves  were  neglected,  the 
tendency  being  easier.  Cardamoms  were  rather  firmer  generally, 
especially  fine,  and  dragon's-blood  was  much  lower  under  the 
influence  of  forced  6ales.  Gamboge  did  not  sell,  and  for  Jamaica 
and  other  descriptions  of  honey  there  was  no  demand.  Ipe- 
cacuanha showed  an  easier  tendency  all  round,  and  menthol  met 
with  a  decline  compared  with  private  prices.  Rhubarb  sold  at 
about  unaltered  rates,  but  the  article  was  quiet  generally.  Lima 
earsaparilla  was  a  trifle  easier,  and  other  descriptions  were  neg- 
lected. Tinnevelly  senna  sold  irregularly,  but  at  easier  prices, 
as  also  did  Alexandrian  on  sales  "without  reserve."  Jamaica  wax 
was  flat,  as  were  all  other  descriptions.  The  following  table 
shows  the  amount  of  goods  offered  and  sold  :  niW 

Offered  Sold 

Musk- 
grain    1  ...  0 

Myrrh    9  ...  0 

Oil  — 

cananga   4  ...  0 

cassia   7  ...  0 

castor   65  ...  10 

cod-liver  (Nor.)  ...    5  ...  0 

eucalyptus    10  ...  8 

geranium  (Bour.)  1  ...  0 

lime  (W.I.)    8  ...  0 

nutmeg   3  ...  0 

peppermint    23  ...  0 

rose  IE.I.)   14  ...  0 

spearmint   1  ...  0 

ylang-ylang    1  ...  0 

Orange-peel   7  ...  3 

Papaw-juice   3  ...  0 

Rhubarb    59  ...  13 

"  Roots  E.I."    5  ...  0 

Sandalwood    1  ...  1 

Sandarac    23  ...  0 

Sarsaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica  ...  3  ...  0 

Honduras   29  ...  7 

Lima  Jamaica  ...  28  ...  3 

native  Jam   29  ...  0 

Seedlac   86  ...  72 

Senega    5  ...  0 

Senna — 

Alex   46  ...  34 

Tinnevelly   466  ...  447 

Soy    10  ...  0 

Squill    20  ...  0 

Tamarinds    40  ...  0 

Tonka-beans   8  ...  1 

Tragacanth    1  ...  0 

Turmeric    259  ...  243 

Wax  (bees') — 

Australian   11  ...  0 

Chinese   10  ...  0 

East  Lidian   92  ...  0 

Jamaica    56  ...  5 

Madagascar   99  ...  0 

Morocco   72  ...  0 

Nyassaland    2  ...  0 

Spanish 

(yellow)   11  ...  0 

Zanzibar    90  ...  20 

Wax,  vegetable 

(Jap.)    28  ...  0 


Offered 

Sold 

Aloes- 

28  .. 

.  28 

Curacao  (boxes) 

252  .. 

.  206 

29  .. 

0 

14  .. 

.  0 

9  .. 

.  0 

Aniseed  (Russ.)  ... 

71  .. 

.  0 

14  .. 

14 

Balsam  — 

19  .. 

3 

Tolu   

33  .. 

.  4 

Benzoin — 

5  .. 

.  5 

1  .. 

.  0 

289  .. 

.  65 

20  .. 

.  2 

1  .. 

.  0 

99  .. 

.  20 

10  .. 

.  0 

244  .. 

.  130 

41  .. 

.  1 

14  .. 

.  14 

1  .. 

1 

3  .. 

0 

Coca-leaves  Cey  Ion ) 

3  .. 

3 

Cocculus  indicus ... 

60  .. 

0 

11  .. 

0 

131  .. 

0 

Cuttle-fish  bone  ... 

62  .. 

3 

77  .. 

51 

39  .. 

0 

23  .. 

0 

10  .. 

0 

52  .. 

.  42 

Honey  — 

20  .. 

0 

1  .. 

0 

39  .. 

0 

New  Zealand  ... 

10  .. 

0 

5  ... 

5 

Ipecacuanha — 

3  .. 

3 

Rio  (Matto  Grosso)  22  .. 

3 

41  .. 

2 

2  .. 

0 

9  .. 

0 

2  .. 

1 

5  .. 

0 

32  .. 

0 

5  .. 

of 

Menthol   

3  .. 

.  3- 

Aloes. — Cape  aloes  was  in  moderate  supply,  everything 
offered  being  sold  at  unaltered  prices.  Good  bright  hard 
firsts  sold  at  from  48s.  to  49s.  6(2.,  and  good  seconds,  slightly 
drossy  and  dullish,  at  from  46s.  to  47s.  6(2 ,  and  mixed  livery 
ullaged,  22s.  6(2.  Curacoa  aloes  was  in  good  supply,  fair 
liver  selling  at  24s.  6(2.,  mixed  livery  at  22s.  Qd.,  black  Capey 
at  2ls.  6(2.  to  22s.,  and  dull  livery  and  black  burnt  15s.  to 
16s.  A  parcel  of  25  cases  of  oddments  also  sold,  including 
good  hepatic  at  35s. 

Aniseed. — Fair  Russian  was  obtainable  at  21s.  gross  for 
net. 

Annatto-Seed  sold  at  unaltered  rates,  from  3f<2.  to  4(2. 
being  paid  for  fair  Madras. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Good  bright  pale  Para  sold  at  Is.  4(2., 
and  for  cloudy  Is.  3d.  was  wanted.  Good  filtered  Maranham 
is  quoted  Is.  9(2.  per  lb.,  spot. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Slightly  drossy  quality,  in  large  tin?,  was 
taken  out  at  Is.  Id.,  and  inferior  drossy,  also  in  large  tins, 
sold  at  from  8|(2.  to  9d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  was  in  large  supply,  and  met  with  a 
slow  sale.  Fine  white  almondy  seconds,  with  strong  storax 
flavour  and  slightly  false-packed  corners,  sold  at  8^.  7s.  6(2. 
per  cwt.  for  18  cases,  being  rather  easier,  and  for  good 
seconds,  not  quite  so  well  studded  with  almonds,  8/.  5s.  was 
paid.  Fair  almondy  seconds  (6  cases)  sold  without  reserve 
at  61.  12s.  6d.  to  61.  17s.  6d.,  and  medium  seconds  at 
61.  2s.  6d.  For  42  cases  of  thirds,  also  offered  without 
reserve,  from  75s.  to  80s.  was  paid.  Five  cases  of  very  low 
barky  Palembang  brought  13s. 

BuCHU  showed  an  easier  feeling,  good  green  round  leaf, 
part  stalky,  being  limited  at  9\d.,  and  2  bales  of  fair  sold  at 
9d.  per  lb. 

Calumba. — Twenty  bags  of  small  to  bold  slightly 
yellowish  but  wormy  sorts  sold,  without  reserve,  at  15s. 

Cardamoms  showed  a  better  feeling,  especially  in  the 
case  of  fine,  which  were  Id.  to  2d.  dearer.  The  following 
prices  were  paid  :  Ceylon-Mysores,  fine  bold  slightly  yellowish 
pale,  2s.  6d. ;  good  bold  pale,  2s.  4(2. ;  medium  and  bold 
dullish,  Is.  6d. ;  long  dull  yellowish,  Is.  4(2.  to  Is.  5d. ; 
medium  and  bold  yellowish  pale,  Is.  3d.  to  Is  5(2  ;  small 
and  medium  ditto,  10(2.  to  11§<2. ;  bold  medium  pale,  Is.  Id.. 
to  Is.  2(2. ;  peas,  8(2.  to  9(2. ;  brown,  splits  and  pickings,  7(2. 
to  7|(2.  Splits :  Good  bold  pale,  2s.  4(2.  ;  medium  and  bold 
pale  split,  Is.  4(2. ;  small  split,  8(2.  to  9|(2  ;  bold  splits,  light , 
Is.  2(2. ;  good  pale  round  Mangalore  character,  Is.  5(2.  ; 
decorticated  seed,  Is.  to  Is.  1(2.  per  lb. 

Cascarilla  brought  unaltered  prices,  a  bale  o  f  fair,  part 
silvery  quill  selling  at  65s. ;  and  for  siftings  35s.  was  asked. 

Cassia  Fistula. — A  parcel  of  14  bales  fair  bright  West 
Indian  pod  with  fresh  break  was  sold  at  30s.  per  cwt. 

Castoreum. — A  keg  of  dry  thirds  and  pickings  sold  cheaply 
at  26s.  6(2.  per  lb. 

Coca-leaves. — Good  green  Ceylon  brought  Is.  2(2. 
per  lb. 

Cubebs. — Good  blue-black  Singapore  berries,  free  from 
stalk,  are  obtainable  at  45  s. 

Cuttle-fish  Bone. — Dull  damp  greyish  bone  from 
Bombay  was  taken  out  at  3-§(2.,  and  fair  bold  white  at  4(2. 
Three  casks  of  low  dull  realised  1(2.  per  lb.,  subject. 

Dragon's-blood. — Much  lower.  The  feature  of  this  drug 
was  the  unusually  large  quantity  offered  "  without  reserve," 
of  which  a  small  proportion  only  was  of  good  quality.  Seven 
cases  of  part  reboiled  lump  brought  71  10s.  to  11  17s.  6(2. 
per  cwt.,  12  cases  very  seedy  virgin  lump  of  fair  colour 
brought  from  6/.  5s.  to  61. 10s  ,  and  a  case  of  fair  sold  cheaply 
at  6/.  15s. ;  28  cases  dull  lump  sold  at  from  5/.  2s.  6d.  up  to 
51.  12s.  6(2.  Of  Heeds,  14  cases  of  dullish  thin  finger  were 
offered  and  partly  sold  at  91.  per  cwt. 

Gentian. — Rough  chumpy  root  was  limited  at  18s.  6(2.  per 
cwt.  gross  for  net,  no  discount. 

Gum  Arabic. — Two  cases  good  pale  picked  Soudan 
gum  sold  at  57s.  6(2.,  and  33  cases  Karachi-Amrad  brought 
23s.  6(2.  to  24s. ;  and  siftings  16s.  6d.  per  cwt.  A  case  of 
dullish  picked  grain  sold  without  reserve  at  60s. 
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Honey. — Jamaica  was  quite  neglected.  Ten  cases  good 
white  set  New  Zealand,  of  nice  flavour,  were  held  at  47s.  6cZ., 
the  highest  obtainable  bid  being  34s.  6d. 

Insect-flowebs. — Five  bags  fair,  small,  closed  flowers 
presumably  old  crop,  from  Trieste,  sold  at  92s. 

Ipecacuanha. — There  was  only  a  slight  demand,  and 
prices  showed  an  easier  tendency.  Fair  but  lean  stemmy 
Matto  Grosso  (Rio)  sold  at  from  5s.  Id.  to  5s.  3d.  ;  for  fair 
5s.  Qd.  was  wanted,  and  for  good  bright  5s.  3d.  Three  bales 
of  Minas  (Rio)  sold  at  5s.  3d.  for  fair  clean  native-picked 
root.  A  bale  of  dull  woody  Cartagena  realised  4s.  9.Z.,  and 
for  2  bales  of  very  inferior  4s.  2d.  per  lb.  was  paid. 

Menthol. — In  auction  three  cases  of  Japanese  crystals 
(Kobayashi)  were  offered  without  reserve,  and  sold  at  from 
18s.  6d  to  19s.  per  lb.,  or  a  decline  of  about  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  on 
the  prices  asked  privately.  Privately  sales  of  Kobayashi 
have  been  made  at  20s.  on  the  spot ;  and  15s.  9d.,  c.i.f .,  for 
December-January  shipment. 

Myrrh  continues  scarce.  In  auction,  for  good  small  to 
bold  pale  London  picked  gum  61.  10s.  was  wanted. 

Oil,  Castor. — Fair  Calcutta  seconds  partly  sold  at  2jcZ. 
per  lb. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — In  auction  5  cases  of  Japanese 
dementholised  unworked  Kobayashi  brand  were  held  at 
6s.  6d.  per  lb.  Privately  business  in  Kobayashi  brand  has 
been  done  at  5s.  6d.  to  5s.  3i.,  c.i.f.,  for  December-January 
shipment,  and  on  the  spot  6s.  6d.  has  been  paid.  The 
market  for  American  HGH  has  turned  much  quieter  this  week, 
and  in  the  absence  of  business  a  rather  easier  feeling  has 
prevailed.    HGH  is  quoted  at  14s.  Gd.  spot. 

Oils,  Essential.- — Eight  cases  commercial  Australian 
Oil  of  eucalyptus  were  sold  without  reserve  at  from  5\d.  to 
6\d.  per  lb.,  with  one  lot  at  6\d.  For  7  cases  of  Oil  of 
cassia,  containing,  according  to  Parry's  analysis,  83  to 
84  per  cent,  of  cinnamic  aldehyde,  a  bid  of  2s  lid.  is  to  be 
submitted.  Four  cases  of  Oil  of  cananga  were  held  at 
10s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — Steady  and  in  fair  demand.  Of  Shensi  a  case 
of  small  round  with  about  60  per  cent,  pale  pinky  fracture  and 
remainder  grey  and  dark,  sold  at  Is.  6d. ;  medium  flat  ditto 
(3  cases),  similar  fracture,  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  6d. ;  and  a  case  of 
small  flat,  Is.  4cZ.  Two  cases  good  medium  round  Canton 
with  three-quarter  pinky  fracture,  quarter  grey  and  dark, 
sold  at  Is.  4§cZ.,  and  a  case  of  bold  round  and  flat  unsightly 
Canton  with  dull  coat  and  one-quarter  dull  pinky  fracture 
sold  at  5^d.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — There  was  practically  no  demand,  only 
3  bales  of  Lima-Jamaica  selling  at  10d.  for  fair  sound. 
The  Native  Jamaica  offered  was  all  bought  in,  no  bids  being 
forthcoming.  A  few  sales  of  Honduras  were  made  at  Is.  Id. 
per  lb. 

Senega. — Five  bales  of  fair  were  bought  in  at  3s.  4i.  A 
shade  less  would  have  bought. 

Senna  sold  at  irregular  but  rather  easier  prices  for  Tinne- 
velly  leaf.  There  was  an  absence  of  fine  quality,  the  bulk 
consisting  of  the  small  and  medium  grades,  the  greenish 
lots  of  which  brought  from  2\d  up  to  3\d.,  and  common 
small  and  medium  rusty  leaf  lJcZ.  to  If cZ.  Pods  l\d.  to  2d. 
Of  Alexandrian,  29  bales  were  offered  and  sold,  "  without 
reserve,"  at  3d.  per  lb.  for  15  bales  fair  half-leaf,  at  1§<Z.  for 
14  bales  of  sittings,  and  at  5§c2.  for  5  bales  of  ordinary  pods. 
Privately,  good  pale  Alexandrian  pods  are  worth  6^d.,  at 
which  small  sales  are  reported. 

Squill. — Fair  quality  was  held  at  2\d.,  and  yellowish  at  2d. 

Tonka  Beans  A  sale  was  made  at  Is.  3d.  for  small  to 

medium  frosted  Para. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Jamaica  flat,  very  little  being  sold.  Fair 
red  to  orange  wax  brought  11.  10s.  to  71.  12s.  6d.  per  cwt. ; 
the  best  lots  were  all  held  at  11.  12s.  6d.  Zanzibar  was 
unaltered,  20  blocks  of  good  block,  slightly  wormy,  selling 
at  61.  17s.  6d.  Australian  was  held  at  61.  lis.  6d  ,  good 
yellow  Spanish  at  61.  10s.,  and  Mogador  at  from  51.  to  51. 15s. 
per  cwt.  ;  99  packages  of  Madagascar  were  bought  in. 
Privately,  retail  sales  of  dull  unbleached  Bombay  have  been 
made  at  51.  2s.  6d.  per  cwt. 


Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  December  10 : — Business  here  is  quiet.  Menthol 
is  easier,  and  Carnauba  wax  is  firmer. 

Smyrna,  December  9  : — The  sales  of  opium  for  the  week 
ending  Wednesday  amount  to  150  cases,  at  from  7s.  9d.  to 
8s.  2d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  market  has  consequently  been 
excited,  and  an  advance  is  probable. 

New  York,  December  10: — Markets  here  are  dull. 
Opium  is  weak  at  $3.00  per  lb.  Spanish  ergot  is  easy  at  36c. 
par  lb. ;  and  for  Central  American  balsam  of  copaiba  34c.  is 
quoted,  being  also  easier.  Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  now 
obtainable  at  10c.  per  lb. ;  and  menthol  has  declined  to 
$5.40  per  lb.  Peppermint  oil,  in  bulk,  closes  rather  firmer 
at  $2  60  per  lb.  in  bulk. 

The  Drug=club. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  London  on  Tuesday,  a  large 
amount  of  important  business  was  discussed,  and  crScers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected.  Mr;  Charles  Umney  v,-as  appointed  to 
succeed  Blr.  John  J.  Evans  as  President,  and  Mr.  Arnold  Baiss 
was  elected  Vice-President ;  Mr.  John  C.  Umney  was  re-elected 
Hon.  Secretary.  The  members  dined  together  in  the  evening  as 
noted  elsewhere. 

Board  of  Trade  Quinine  Returns. 

The  imports  of  quinine  and  quinine  salts  into  the  United 
Kingdom  during  November  amounted  to  42,920  oz.  (2,237?.), 
against  163,280  oz.  (9,169/.)  for  the  corresponding  month  of  1902. 
The  imports  for  the  eleven  completed  months  of  this  year  were 
494,838  oz.  |24,408?.>,  as  compared  with  1,199,854  oz.  in  1902 
(61,569?.).  The  exports  of  quinine  and  quinine  salts  during 
November,  declared  as  British,  were  80,520  oz.  (4,775Z.),  or  a  total 
of  856,899  oz.  (51,383?.)  for  the  eleven  months.  Compared  with 
the  same  time  last  year,  the  figures  are  56,847  oz.  1 3,795?.)  and 
716,192  oz.  (46,321?.),  respectively.  The  exports  of  foreign  make 
for  November  show  a  considerable  shrinkage  compared  with  1902, 
being  only  2,846  oz.  (163?.),  against  98,282  oz.  (4,946?.).  For  the 
eleven  months  of  1903,  222,474  oz.  (11,040?.)  were  exported,  against 
345,16  L  oz.  (15,625?.)  during  the  same  period  of  1902. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  quietly  steady  tone  i3  the  ruling  feature  of  _  the  heavy- 
chemical  market.  For  the  time  of  the  year  business  is,  no  doubt, 
fair,  but  there  is  a  slackening  in  demand,  and  this  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue for  a  little,  as  is  usual  at  this  period.  Export-orders  are 
moderate.  As  regards  values  there  are  only  few,  and  for  the  most 
part  unimportant,  fluctuations. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  only  quiet,  but  quotations  are  a  turn 
dearer,  being  from  Is.  3c?.  to  2s.  6c?.  per  ton  higher. 

Alkali-produce. — The  principal  item  of  interest  here  is  the 
position  of  bleaching-powder,  which  is  decidedly  firmer.  There  is 
not  a  great  deal  being  done  for  prompt,  but  orders  for  forward  are 
moderate  and  prices  are  steady,  at  4?.  10s.  to  4?.  15s.  per  ton. 
Caustic  soda  is  steady  at  unchanged  rates,  with  fair  request : 
76  to  77  per  cent.,  10?.  10s  to  10?.  12s.  6c?.  per  ton ;  70  per  cent., 
9?.  15s.  to  9?.  17.s.  6c?. ;  and  60  per  cent ,  8?.  15s.  to  8?.  17s.  6c?.  per 
ton.  Ammonia  alkali  continues  to  move  briskly  and  easily 
maintains  a  strong  position.  Quotations  unchanged,  at  4?  10s. 
to  4?.  15s.  per  ton  free  on  rails  at  works.  Soda  crystals  meet 
with  fair  inquiry,  with  prices  a  shade  lower  owing  to  com- 
petition from  impure  Continental  make.  F.o.b.  Tyne,  57s.  od: 
to  62s.  6c?.  per  ton ;  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  67s.  6c?.  per  ton.  Bicar- 
bonate of  soda  in  steady  request,  at  6?.  7s.  6cZ.  to  6?.  15s. 
per  ton  in  large  casks,  and  6?.  15s.  to  %  2s.  6c2.  per  ton 
in  1-cwt.  kegs.  Saltcake  maintains  a  steady  tone  and  appears 
likely  to  continue  to  do  so,  value  about  30s.  per  ton  in  bulk 
free  on  rails.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  are  firmer  in  tone, 
particularly  for  forward,  prompt  2j|c?.  to  2fcZ.  per  lb.  Yellow  prus- 
siates  of  potash  and  soda  in  steady  request  and  values  are  firm- 
potash,  5if?-  to  5fc?.  per  lb.,  and  soda,  3f<Z.  to  4c?.  per  lb.  Glauber  s 
salts  firmer,  at  30s.  to  35s.  per  ton  in  bags  free  on  rails.  Hypo- 
sulphite of  soda  is  firmer,  and  good  business  has  been  concluded. 
Casks,  6-8-cwt.,  5?.  2s.  6c?.  to  5?.  12s.  6d.  per  ton  ;  1-cwt.  kegs, 
5?.  17s.  6c?.  to  8?.  per  ton,  according  to  quality  and  quantity. 
Silicates  of  soda  continue  in  fair  demand  at  unchanged  rates : 
140°  Tw.,  4?.  2s.  6c?.  to  4?.  12s.  6c?.  per  ton ;  100°  Tw.,  3?.  12s.  M. 
to  4?.  2s.  6c?.  per  ton ;  and  75°  Tw.,  3?.  5s.  to  3?.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 
Liverpool  or  Tyne,  in  usual  casks,  and  according  to  quality, 
quantity,  and  market.   

Would  electrical  currents  generated  in  a  closed  window  dispel 
"steamy"  windows?  It  is  said  to  rid  us  of  fog,  and  for  this 
purpose  might  have  a  trial. 

In  1902  the  imports  of  soap  and  perfumery  into  Milan  amounted 
to  192  tons,  of  which  109  tons  were  procured  from  Germany, 
54  tons  from  France,  and  21  tons  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  December  2.  The  President,  Mr.  Johnston 
Montgomery  (Belfast),  occupied  the  chair  ;  and  the  other 
members  of  Council  who  attended  were  the  Vice-President 
(Mr.  Wells)  and  Messrs.  G.  D.  Beggs,  P.  Kelly,  J.  Smith,  W.  J. 
Baxter,  J.P.  (Coleraine),  Vincent  Johnston,  Dr.  Walsh,  Brown, 
and  Doig  (Belfast). 

Before  the  business  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  a  vote  of  con- 
dolence with  Mi-.  T.  O'Sullivan  (an  ex-member  of  the  Council) 
on  the  death  of  his  wife,  was  passed,  on  the  motion  of  the 
President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Kelly. 

The  Ballinasloe  Case. 

The  Vice-President  said  he  had  to  report  the  result  of  an 
interview  which  a  deputation  from  the  Council  had  had  with 
Mr.  William  Field,  M. P.,  in  reference  to  a  matter  which  had 
arisen  out  of  the  late  prosecutions  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts 
in  Ballinasloe.  The  deputation  consisted  of  Mr.  Beggs  and 
himself  (Mr.  Wells),  the  President  not  having  been  able  to 
attend.  It  was  reported  in  the  Chemist  and  Druggist 
October  24,  page  677,  that  the  Ballinasloe  Urban  and  Rural 
District  Councils  had  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

We  are  firmly  convinced  that  if  the  sale  of  sheep-dip  iB  in  any 
way  limited,  and  not  to  be  had  conveniently,  from  those  who 
have  Been  selling  it  heretofore,  small  sheep-breeders  in  parti- 
cular-will find  it  inconvenient  to  send  long  distances  for  dip,  and 
neglect  dipping,  and  the  terrible  plague  of  sheep-scab  or  its  con- 
tagion .will  spread  and  ruin  the  one  source  of  profit  nov  in  this 
country. .  Thereforo  we  feel  it  our  bouoden  duty,  representing 
our  town,  where  the  largest  sheep-fair  in  the  world  is  held,  to 
bring  this  serious  matter  before  the  Cattle-traders'  Association 
and  the  public  in  general.  We  may  add  we  never  heard  of 
ac;ident  or  danger  in  this  district,  where  the  dip  has  been  most 
largely  used. 

That  resolution  was  sent  to  the  Irish  Cattle-traders' 
Association,  and  their  committee  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

That  we,  the  committee  of  this  Association,  entirely  agree  with 
the  views  put  forward  in  the  resolution  from  the  Ballinasloe 
Urban  and  Rural  Councils,  and  suggest  that  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  should  arrange  to  have  an  Order  in 
Council  passed  so  as  to  enable  the  sale  of  sheep-dip  by  others  than 
chemists  as  heretofore. 

Members  of  the  Council  heard  privately  that  Mr.  Field 
intended  to  ask  some  questions  in  the  House  of  Commons 
about  the  matter  ;  and  it  was  therefore  thought  that  they 
ought  to  approach  him,  as  he  had  always  been  one  of  their 
best  friends  whenever  they  had  had  occasion  to  go  to  Parlia- 
ment. He  received  them  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  as  he 
had  always  done  before,  and  told  them  that  he  was  thoroughly 
in  sympathy  with  the  Society.  They  explained  to  him  that 
the  statement  that  persons  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
selling  poisons  were  now  being  stopped  from  doing  so  was 
rather  misleading.  They  pointed  out  that  at  the  passing  of 
their  amended  Act  of  1890,  all  the  persons  who  were  then 
qualified  to  sell  poisons,  and  also  those  who  had  been  trading 
without  qualification,  were  then  registered  ;  and  that  those 
who  had  gone  into  business  since  were  breaking  the  law  and 
had  no  legal  right  whatever  to  sell  poisons.  They  also  pointed 
out  that  in  Ballinasloe  there  was  a  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
and  also  a  registered  druggist,  and  that  these  were  quite 
sufficient  to  supply  the  town  and  the  farmers  of  the  country 
all  round.  They  told  him  that  there  was  not  a  small  town, 
and,  in  fact,  hardly  a  small  hamlet,  in  Ireland  that  had  not  a 
registered  person  in  it  selling  poisons,  so  that  no  inconvenience 
could  be  occasioned  to  farmers  by  legal  steps  such  as  those 
that  had  been  taken.  In  the  result,  Mr.  Field  said  that  if 
they  would  write  a  letter  setting  forth  the  facts,  he  would  place 
it  before  the  Cattle-traders'  Association  at  their  next  annual 
meeting,  to  be  held  on  December  10  ;  and  he  also  said  he 
was  strongly  of  opinion  that  poisons  should  not  be  sold  except 
by  thoroughly  qualified  persons  so  long  as  no  inconvenience 
was  thereby  caused  to  farmers.  He  (the  Vice-President)  thought 
the  proper  course  now  was  to  draft  a  letter  such  as  Mr.  Field 
had  suggested.  He  (Mr.  Wells)  had  spoken  to  another  member 
of  the  Cattle-traders'  Association  on  the  subject.    As  to  no 


danger  having  resulted  from  the  illicit  sale  of  dip,  it  was  a 
fact  that  many  animals  had  been  poisoned  ;  and  the  guilty 
persons  could  have  been  traced  if  the  poison  had  been  sold  by 
some  licensed  vendor. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  that  on  a  former  occasion  he  directed  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  this  matter  ;  and  he  thought  that, 
in  reference  to  the  present  case,  a  letter  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  also,  explaining  how  things  stood, 
and  that  there  was  every  facility  for  buying  poisons  from 
qualified  vendors.  The  Agricultural  Board  were  a  very  strong 
body,  and  they  would  try  to  spread  the  sale  of  poisons  if  they 
could. 

The  Vice-President  :  It  would  be  well  also  to  write  to  the 
Ballinasloe  Councils  pointing  out  to  them  the  mistake  they 
have  fallen  into.  They  seem  to  think  that  these  people  have 
had  a  right  to  sell  poisons  and  that  we  are  now  stopping  them. 
In  189  L  we  registered  every  man  that  was  entitled  up  to  that 
time,  and  a  lot  more  of  them  have  got  registered  since. 

The  President  :  I  think  it  would  be  advisable,  to  write  to 
those  Boards. 

Mr.  BE3GS  :  They  should  be  told  that  there  is  no  dearth  of 
poison-sellers,  and  that  it  would  require  an  Act  of  Parliament 
to  enable  persons  not  now  qualified  to  sell  poisons. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  letters  suggested  should  be  written. 

Mr.  Kelly  Explains. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  desired  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  the 
proceedings  at  the  last  meeting.  An  idea  had  got  abroad 
that  on  that  occasion  he  said  something  derogatory  of  the 
President.  He  wished  to  say  that  he  never  did.  He  had 
always  spoken  of  him  in  the  highest  terms  ;  and  he  had  sup- 
ported his  appointment  to  the  chair,  and  would  continue  to 
do  so. 

The  President  :  I  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that 
I  appreciate  your  statement. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Dr.  Arthur  C.  Duffey  thanking 
the  Council  for  their  vote  of  condolence  on  the  death  of  his 
father,  the  late  Sir  George  Duffey,  M.D. 

A  letter  from  the  Registrar  of  Queen'?  College,  Belfast, 
applied  that  their  courses  of  botany  and  materia  medica  should 
be  recognised  by  the  Council. 

The  President  said  the  Queen's  College,  Belfast,  was  one 
of  the  institutions  recognised  for  chemistry,  and  it  must  have 
been  an  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  that  institu- 
tion not  to  have  applied  for  recognition  before.  He  now 
moved  that  it  be  placed  on  the  list  of  schools  from  which  the 
Council  received  certificates  in  botany  and  materia  medica. 

The  Vice-President,  in  seconding  the  resolution,  said 
he  had  inquired  into  the  amount  of  teaching  given  in  the 
classes  in  question,  and  had  ascertained  that  the  courses  con- 
sisted of  forty-four  lectures,  of  which  he  believed  three- fourths 
had  to  be  attended  by  the  student  in  order  to  get  the  certifi- 
cate.   Four  lectures  of  an  hour  each  were  given  weekly. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Reports  from  the  Law  and  other  Committees  were  rea  1 
and  dealt  with. 

New  Adherents. 

Messrs.  R.  Barron,  Belfast,  and  J.  J.  Cahill,  Gastlebar,  were 
elected  members.  Mr.  J.  Dale,  Belfast,  was  also  elected  a 
member.  Miss  Sarah  O'Neill  was  elected  an  associate 
druggist. 

Erasures  from  the  Resister. 

The  following  names  of  gentlemen  who  had  not  answered- 
letters  inquiring  as  to  change  of  residence  were  ordered  to  be 
erased  from  the  register: 

Ph'M, niceut ical  Chem ists 

Alexander  Ferguson  Allan,  23  Castle  Street,  Dalkey,  co.  Dublin. 
Edward  John  Boileau,  3  Prince  of  Wales  Terrace,  Ball's  Bridge, 
Dublin. 

Dr.  Richard  Howard,  Arklow. 
John  Hughes,  103  George  Street,  Limerick. 
James  Lennox  McAlister,  25  Cornmarket,  Belfast. 
Henry  Robert  Warren,  12  Church  Street,  Athlcne. 

Chemists  aril  Druggists 

William  Joseph  Rjynolds,  8  Hardwicke  Street,  Dablin. 
Mark  Halpen  Sweny,  1  Lincoln  Place,  Dablin. 

C 


990 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


December  12,  1903 


Registered  Druggists. 

Robert  Adamson,  52  High  Street,  Lurgan. 
Patrick  D.  Cussen,  18  Glentworth  Street,  Limerick. 
Eichard  Elgee  Scarlett,  113  Thomas  Street,  Dublin. 
William  O.  Spencer,  197  Clonlift'e  Road,  Dublin. 

This  was  all  the  public  business,  and  the  Council  then 
adjourned. 

£be  amount  of  Mater^Boluble 
fIDatters  in  Caecara  Saoraoa. 

By  E.  Dowzabd,  F.C.S. 


THE  valuation  of  cascara  sagrada  on  the  basis  of  water- 
soluble  matters  has  not  up  to  the  present  been 
suggested,  but  now  that  the  liquid  extract  is  generally 
standardised  it  becomes  advisable  to  determine  the  extrac- 
tive-content of  the  bark. 

So  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  accurate  determinations  of  the 
extractive  have  been  placed  on  record.  The  method  used 
for  the  above  determination  is  as  follows  : 

About  50  grams  of  the  sample  is  dried  at  about  95°-100°  C, 
and  the  loss  in  weight  noted  ;  the  dry  bark  is  then  reduced 
to  fine  powder,  1  gram  of  which  is  transferred  to  a  100-c.c. 
measuring  flask,  90  c.c.  of  distilled  water  is  added,  and  the 
flask  placed  in  boiling  water  for  two  hours,  shaking  fre- 
quently. The  contents  of  the  flask  are  cooled  and  made  up 
to  100  c.c,  0'5  c.c.  of  water  is  then  added  (this  is  about 
equal  to  the  volume  of  woody  fibre),  and  the  mixture 
poured  on  a  dry  filter-paper ;  20  c.c.  of  the  filtrate  is 
evaporated  to  dryness  in  a  tared  aluminium  basin,  and  the 
residue  dried  at  100°  C.  till  constant  in  weight;  the  result, 
multiplied  by  500,  gives  the  percentage  of  extract  in  the 
dry  bark,  from  which  can  be  calculated  the  amount  present 
in  the  undried  sample. 


Twelve  good  samples  of  matured  bark  gave  the  following 

figures : 


Extractive 

Extractive 

in  Dry 

in  Dry 

Bark 

Bark 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

1 

  300 

-. ,  7-  a  — 

  32-1 

2  ,.r  ... 

  30-0 

8 

  32  7 

3 

...  30-5 

9 

  32'9 

4 

  312 

10 

  330 

5 

  31-5 

11 

  33-5 

6 

  31-7 

12 

  34-7 

The  age  of  the  bark  does  not  appear  to  have  much  effect  on 
the  water-soluble  matters,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  results 
given  below  : 


Extractive 


Undried  Sample 

Dried  Sample 

1899  bark  

29  2  per  cent. 

315  per  cent. 

190 L  bark  

30'9  per  cent. 

335  per  cent. 

1903  bark  

29  6  per  cent. 

32  0  per  cent. 

The  above  figures  show  that  good  cascara  sagrada  when 
dried  should  yield  30  per  cent,  at  least  of  water-soluble 
nutters. 


The  exports  of  honey  from  Cuba  during  1902  amounted  to 
75,920  cwt.,  against  42,807  cwt.  and  38,316  cwt.  in  19  Jl  and  1900 
respectively.  In  1902  about  half  the  quantity  was  shipped  to 
Germany,  and  the  remainder  to  tha  Umtel  States,  France,  and 
other  countries. 

Chemical  products  valued  at  117,017?.  (343,741  cwt.)  were 
impoited  into  Algiers  last  vear.  The  items  included  49,200  cwt. 
sulphate  of  copper  (46,500?.)  and  43,612  cwt.  (5,9127.)  carbonate 
of  soda,  both  of  which  articles  were  principally  imported  from  the 
United  Kingdom. 


Soutb  Hfrican  Iflem 

{From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist- is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in  British  South  Africa, 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association*. 
Pharmaceutical  Ssciety  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 


Messes.  Sayers  and  Low,  two  assistants  formerly  with 
Messrs.  Cameron  &  Hamilton,  Cape  Town,  have  opened  a 
drug-store  on  their  own  account  at  Ceres. 

Unlucky. — Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  Cape  Town,  lost 
another  plate-glass  window  on  November  14,  owing  to  the 
South-Easter.  They  have  been  rather  unfortunate  of  late  in 
this  connection  with  their  Adderley  Street  pharmacy. 

Coast  Cattle-fever. — At  the  veterinary  conference  at 
Bloemfontein  on  December  4,  Dr.  Koch  expressed  the  opinion 
that  coast-fever  will  spread  throughout  South  Africa,  killing 
90  per  cent,  of  the  cattle.  Inoculation  is  the  only  preventive, 
he  says. 

Natal  Impoets. — During  the  nine  months  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1903,  the  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  Natal 
amounted  to  144,0007.,  against  125,0007.  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  1902.  Oilman's  stores  valued  at  35,0007.  were  also 
imported,  against  54,0007.  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1902. 

Fraud. — Robert  Edward  Herbert,  described  as  a  medical 
man,  was  before  the  Hon.  Sir  John  Buchanan  at  Cape  Town,  on 
November  16,  sentenced  to  four  months'  imprisonment  for 
having  obtained  157.  from  Dr.  Walter  Schuller,  of  Cape  Town, 
by  falsely  saying  that  he  had  a  draft  on  the  Standard  Bank 
for  2,0007. 

Dk.  August  Petersen,  who  is  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  Cape  Town  and  Johannesburg, 
has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  for  Cape 
Colony.  The  doctor  is  a  most  popular  man,  and  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  his  politics  are  said  to  be  the  opposite 
of  the  majority  of  his  constituents,  he  was  returned  at  the  top 
of  the  poll. 

Johannesburg  Jottings. — Messrs.  Smith,  Rive  &  Co.  have 
opened  their  new  pharmacy  at  the  corner  of  Quartz  and 
Pretoria  Streets,  Hillbrow,  Johannesburg.  The  establishment 
is  very  handsomely  fitted  and  is  under  the  management  of 
Mr.  W.  Keating,  lately  with  Messrs.  Willet  &  Co.,  Port  Eliza- 
beth. This  makes  Messrs.  Smith,  Rive  &  Co.'s  fourth  esta- 
blishment. Our  former  paragraph  was  not  quite  correct  in 
stating  that  Messrs.  Smith,  Rive  &  Co.  intend  giving  up  their 
business  in  Kirk  Street.  We  learn  that  they  have  just  entered 
into  a  long  lease  of  the  premises. — Mr.  R.  Mcintosh,  lately 
with  Mr.  M.  A.  Lewis,  of  Eloff  Street,  Johannesburg,  has 
opened  a  new  pharmacy  at  Georgetown,  near  Germiston. 

The  Cape  Phaemacy  Board. — A  general  meeting  of  the 
Board  was  held  at  Cape  Town  on  November  12  and  13. 
There  were  present  Mr.  J.  A.  Ma-thew  (in  the  chair),  Messrs. 
G.  Darrall,  A.  Walsh,  W.  K  Mager,  and  W.  H.  Helmore,  and 
the  Secretary.  The  half-yearly  examination  of  candidates 
for  the  chemist  and  druggist  certificates  was  held.  Five 
candidates  presented  themselves  ;  of  these  three  were  suc- 
cessful and  two  failed  to  satisfy  the  examiners.  A  letter  from 
the  Natal  Pharmacy  Board  was  read  expressing  willingness 
to  co-operate  in  the  formation  of  a  General  Pharmacy  Board 
for  South  Africa,  and  making  certain  suggestions  in  connec- 
tion therew  ith  ;  also  enclosing  a  marked  copy  of  the  Natal 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  showing  certain  proposed  amend- 
ments therein.  This  and  the  proposed  Medical  and  Phar- 
macy Act  for  the  Orange  River  Colony,  which  was  also  sub- 
mitted, were  held  over  for  further  consideration.  Two  appli- 
cations for  registration  were  accepted  and  other  routine  busi- 
ness dealt  with.  Five  candidates  presented  themselves  for 
examination  on  November  13,  three  of  whom  passed.  They 
are  Messrs.  Cecil  George  Elliott  Edmeades  (Rondebosch), 
Alfred  William  Burton  (King  William's  Town),  and  Frank 
Wheeler  (Cape  Town). 
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Hustralasian  mews. 

Chiefly  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
November  2,  1903.    6d.  per  copy,  post  free. 


Change  of  Name. — There  is  some  talk  of  changing  the 
name  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Australasia  back  to 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Victoria.  The  name  would  then 
more  truthfully  express  the  field  covered  by  the  Society. 

Mr.  Geo.  W.  Wilton,  Registrar  of  the  Pharmacy  Board 
of  New  Zealand,  who  recently  visited  England,  has  resigned 
that  position.  His  reason  is  that  he  canuot  any  longer 
devote  the  time  and  energy  to  the  proper  discharge  of  the 
duties. 

A  Sydxey  Pharmacy. — A  handsome  pharmacy  is  illustrated 
in  the  October  CD.  A.  It  is  the  shop  of  ilr.  A.  E.  Durno, 
184  Pitt  Street,  Sydney.  Mr.  Durno  is  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  (Great  Britain),  and  his  chief  assistant  is  Mr.  J.  G. 
Tingle,  a  former  Jacob  Bell  scholar. 

Sweet  Nitre  Prosecution.— The  first  prosecution  in 
Australia  for  alleged  deficient  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  took 
place  at  Sydney  on  October  23.  The  defendant  was  Mr. 
T.  G.  Tingle,  assistant  to  Mr.  Durno,  Pitt  Street,  Sydney. 
The  alleged  deficiency  was  trifliDg,  and  the  analyst  in  cross- 
examination  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  swear  that  the 
spirit  was  not  in  good  condition  when  it  left  the  chemist's 
hands.  Two  ounces  of  the  spirit  was  put  into  an  8-oz.  bottle, 
corked,  and  the  neck  dipped  into  melted  sealing-wax.  The 
Magistrate  dismissed  the  case,  but  would  not  allow  costs. 

Pink  Pills.— Mr.  G.  T.  Fulford,  proprietor  of  Dr. 
Williams'  pink  pills,  has  commenced  an  action  against  Mr. 
John  Digby,  chemist,  Bridge  Road,  Richmond  (Melbourne), 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  him  from  passing  off  as  Dr. 
Williams'  pink  pills  pills  which  are  not  made  by  plaintiff. 
It  is  alleged  that  the  defendant  has  been  in  the  habit  of  re- 
filling with  pills  of  his  own  make  boxes  which  had  originally 
contained  Dr.  Williams'  pink  pills.  The  defence  is  an 
absolute  denial  of  the  allegations,  besides  which  the 
defendant  did  not  know  what  rights  the  plaintiff  had  to  the 
use  of  the  name  Dr.  Williams'  pink  pills.  The  case  is  to  be 
tried  in  Melbourne  without  a  jury. 

Ax  Australian  P.A.T.A.— The  Anticutting  Association 
of  X 

ew  South  Wales  are  now  working  in  earnest.  At  a 
general  meeting  held  on  September  17  it  was  stated  that  out  of 
155  master  chemists  127  have  joined  the  Association.  The 
Secretary  said  the  constitution  of  the  Association  is  founded 
on  the  P.AT.A.  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  objects  are  to  obtain 
a  minimum  profit  of  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  for  retailers,  and 
to  fix  minimum  retail  prices.  Friendly  societies  are  to  be 
class  3d  as  retailers.  An  anticutting  association  has  been 
formed  in  Brisbane  in  connection  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Queensland.  The  infection  is  also  spreading,  as  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia  are  making  inquiries 
on  the  same  subject. 

Townsend's  Sarsaparilla.— On  October  9  the  charges 
at  Wellington  (N.Z.)  against  Charles  William  Brodie  for 
imitating  Townsend's  sarsaparilla  trade-marks  were  con- 
cluded. The  defendant  pleaded  guilty.  On  the  under- 
standing that  all  labels  and  bottles  bearing  Townsend's  mark 
were  to  be  destroyed,  the  prosecution  agreed  to  ask  for  a 
nominal  penalty  in  one  case  only  and  withdraw  the  other 
seven  charges.  For  the  defence  it  was  stated  that  the  label 
has  been  in  common  use  for  thirty  years,  and  the  Townsend 
Company  at  one  time  traded  in  a  gelatinous  substance,  which 
could  be  made  into  sarsaparilla  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and 
legally  labelled  with  the  company's  brand  or  mark.  The 
sale  has  now  been  discontinued,  and  the  trade  is  carried  on 
only  in  the  liquid  sarsaparilla.  A  fine  of  4Ck,  with  50s. 
costs,  was  imposed. 

Assistants'  Union. — The  members  of  the  Chemists'  Assis- 
tants' Union,  formed  at  Sydney  on  August  23  (  C.  d-  D., 
October  10,  page  605),  are*  divided  as  to  the  advisability 
of  registering  the  Union  under  the  Industrial  Arbitration 
Act.  The  object  of  the  Act  is  to  provide  a  method  of  recording 
agreements  made  between  masters  and  men  as  to  hours  and 
wages.    Sunday  meetings  were  held  in  Sydney  on  Septem- 


ber 13  and  October  4,  the  first  being  a  somewhat  dis- 
cordant gathering.  The  matter  was  also  discussed  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales,  when  it  was 
suggested  that  the  Union  is  being  formed  against  the  wishes 
of  the  majority  of  chemists'  assistants.  The  view  was  also 
taken  that  pharmacy,  from  its  semi-official  character,  does  not 
lend  itself  to  the  formation  of  a  union.  The  Society  are  to 
send  to  all  assistants  a  letter  giving  their  views  on  the  matter. 
As  the  matter  stands,  the  Association,  at  the  meeting  on 
September  13,  decided  not  to  register  under  the  Industrial 
Arbitration  Act,  but  from  the  report  of  the  meeting  on 
October  4  it  is  evident  that  steps  will  be  taken  to  get  this 
motion  rescinded. 

Patents  Act. — The  Parliament  of  Federated  Australia 
has  passed  a  Patent  Act  to  cover  the  six  States  forming  the 
Commonwealth — namely,  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  Queens- 
land, South  Australia,  West  Australia,  and  Tasmania.  New 
Zealand  is  excepted.  The  principal  provisions  are  :  Patents 
to  be  granted  for  fourteen  years  to  cover  the  six  States  ; 
examination  as  to  novelty  to  be  made  to  a  limited  extent  ; 
actual  working  of  the  invention  within  the  Commonwealth 
is  not  necessary  ;  compulsory  licences  may  be  granted  after 
two  years  to  any  person  proving  that  the  reasonable  require- 
ments of  the  public  have  not  been  satisfied ;  applications  for 
patents  may  be  filed  by  the  inventor  or  his  assignee,  by  the 
representative  of  a  deceased  inventor  or  assignee,  or  by  a 
communicatee;  additional  patents  are  provided  for  at  half- 
fees  ;  a  patent  is  valid  as  to  all  good  claims,  notwithstanding 
that  it  may  contain  one  or  more  invalid  claims  ;  power  is 
given  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  International  Conven- 
tion, period  of  priority  to  be  twelve  months,  to  accord  with 
the  additional  Act  of  Brussels  ;  existing  state  or  colonial 
patents  may  be  converted  into  Commonwealth  privileges  for 
the  unexpired  period,  but  if  the  invention  is  not  novel,  has 
been  published,  or  has  been  made  the  subject  of  a  pending 
application  in  any  State  other  than  the  State  in  which  the 
existing  patent  was  granted,  then  any  such  State  may  be 
excepted.  The  cost  of  a  patent  under  the  new  Act  to  cover 
the  six  States  will  be  about  one-sixth  of  the  cost  of  taking 
out  patents  at  the  present  time  to  cover  the  same  area.  There 
is,  however,  a  fee  of  51.  payable  before  the  actual  issue  of  the 
patent,  and  a  renewal  fee  of  51.  before  the  expiration  of 
the  seventh  year. 

"Fospherine"  and  Phosferine. — At  Wellington  (N.Z.) 
on  October  3,  Mr.  Justice  Cooper  heard  an  appeal  brought 
by  Messrs.  Ashton  &  Parsons,  of  London,  against  the  decision 
of  the  Registrar  of  Trade-marks,  Wellington,  in  allowing  the 
registration  of  "Marshall's  Fospherine "  as  a  trade-mark. 
The  ground  of  the  appeal  was  that,  whilst  "  Phospherine  " 
and  "  Fospherine "  were  both  old  marks  in  use  before  the 
Trade-marks  Act  of  1889,  Marshall's  mark  was  a  piracy  of 
Ashton  &  Parsons'  trade-mark,  that  there  had  been  non-user 
or  abandonment  of  Marshall's  trade-mark,  and  that  the 
trade-mark  did  not  constitute  the  whole  of  the  old  trade- 
mark of  "  Marshall's  Fospherine."  Judgment  was  reserved, 
and  decision  given  on  October  12.  The  Judge  found  (1)  that 
the  respondents  and  their  predecessors  in  business  had  con- 
tinuously manufactured  and  largely  sold  "  Marshall's  Fos- 
pherine" in  New  Zealand  for  a  period  of  at  least  twenty-four 
years,  dating  back  to  the  year  1879,  and,  probably,  for  a 
longer  period ;  (2)  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the 
appellants'  "  Phosferine "  was  introduced  into  or  known  in 
the  Colony  prior  to  the  year  1831,  and  no  really  satisfactory 
evidence  that  it  was  introduced  into  and  sold  in  the  Colony 
prior  to  the  year  1884  ;  (3)  that  there  was  evidence  that 
from  the  year  1884  to  the  present  time  it  had  been  imported 
and  sold  in  the  Colony,  but  not  in  any  considerable 
quantity ;  (4)  that  upon  the  evidence  placed  before  the 
Court  in  this  appeal  the  respondents  had  proved  that  the 
article  known  as  "  Marshall's  Fospherine  "  was  manufactured 
and  largely  sold  in  this  Colony  for  from  two  to  five  years 
before  the  appellants'  preparation  was  introduced  into  New 
Zealand.  On  these  grounds  the  appellants  had  failed  to 
establish  that  they  had  acquired  by  user  in  New  Zealand 
prior  to  the  use  by  the  respondents  or  their  predecessors  in 
business  the  exclusive  right  of  the  word  "  Phosferine "  in 
respect  of  their  preparation,  and  the  decision  of  the  Registrar 
to  allow  the  registration  both  of  "  Marshall's  Fospherine " 
and  of  "  Phosferine  "  must  be  upheld.  Appeal  was  therefore 
dismissed,  with  fifteen  guineas  costs. 
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HuetraUan  3nter*5tate  Conference. 


WITH  the  laudable  object  of  arriving  at  some  degree  of 
uniformity  in  the  scope  and  manner  of  conducting 
the  examinations  under  the  control  of  the  Pharmacy  Boards 
of  the  various  States  of  the  Australasian  Commonwealth  a 
conference  of  examiners  was  held  in  Melbourne  from 
October  28  to  30.  The  subjects  to  be  discussed  were  thus 
stated  in  the  convening  circular: 

Preliminary  Examination. — The  subject3  and  numbers  of  ques- 
tions ;  the  marks  awarded. 

Partial  Certificates  from  Recognised  Colleges  or  Universities  in 
Compulsory  Subjects. -For  the  guidance  and  informat;on  of  the 
Conference  it  is  asked  that  the  questions  given  at  a  Preliminary 
examination,  together  with  the  actual  answers  of  candidates  to 
such  questions  and  the  marks  awarded  (in,  say,  three  cases),  may 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  each  State  attending  the 
Conference. 

Examinations  in  Chemistry,  Practical  Chemistry,  Materia 
Medica,  and  Botany. — The  recommendation  of  the  Conference  as 
to  the  desirability  of  some  uniformity  in  the  duration  of  the 
course  of  lectures,  and  if  it  is  desirable  that  practical  pharmacy 
should  be  included. 

The  Final  Qualifying  Examination. — This  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  important  matters  lo  be  considered  by  the  Conference, 
a.ud  it  is  suggested  that  it  might  be  dealt  with  under  three  head- 
ings -  practical,  oral,  and  written  work. 

Practical. 

Beading  prescriptions  without  abbreviation,  and  translating 
literally  as  well  as  appropriately,  detecting  unusual  doses,  incom- 
patibles,  &c.  Compounding  mixtures,  pills,  plasters,  supposi- 
tories, &c.  Weighing,  measuring,  labelling,  handwriting,  and 
finishing,  &c.  Posology,  poisons,  and  antidotes.  Incompatibles. 
Ordinary  and  metric  weights  and  measures. 

Oral. 

Recognition  and  estimation  of  purity  by  taste,  odour,  and 
appearance,  &c,  of  drugs,  and  chemicals  having  well-marked 
characteristics.  Description  and  proportions  of  active  ingredients. 
Uses,  sources  of,  and  best  means  of  preserving  drugs  and 
chemicals.  Composition  of  decoctions,  extracts,  infusions,  liquors, 
compounds,  powders,  pill  masses,  solutions,  tinctures,  ointments, 
and  other  mechanical  mixtures  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  pro- 
cesses of  manufacture. 

Written  and  Practical, 

Tho  chemical  and  other  processes  cf  the  Pharmacopoeia,  distil- 
lation, evaporation,  sublimation,  filtration,  drying,  precipitation, 
fusion,  calcination,  i'c.  Formulae  of  chemicals  and  reactions 
occurring  in  their  production.  Uses  of  tests,  quantitative  and 
qualitative,  to  determine  quality  and  strength  and  to  detect 
adulteration,  &c,  Use  of  specific  gravity  bottles,  hydrometer, &c. 
Practical  laboratory  operations  and  description  of  the  principles 
upon  which  they  are  based. 

The  number  of  questions.  Time  allowed.  The  marks  awarded. 
If  candidates  for  examination  shall  be  allowed  to  present  them- 
selves in  single  subjects  in  which  they  fail. 

The  proceedings  opened  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy, 
Melbourne,  on  October  28.    The  delegates  pre;ent  were  : 


New  South  Wales. 
Mr.  T.  Loney 
Mr.  W.  Short 
Mr.  A.  Forster  (Registrar) 

Queensland, 
Mr.  A.  B.  Chater 
Mr.  A.  W.  Field 
Mr.  Geo.  Watkins 

SouTn  Australia. 
Mr.  Williams 

Mr.  J.  H.  Young  (Registrar) 
Letters  were  also  received  from  the  Tasmanian  Board  of 
Pharmacy  and  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  New  Zealand  re- 
gretting ithat  it  was  not  possible  to  send  delegates.  A  full 
report  of  the  proceedings  is  given  in  the  C  D. A.,  and  it  is 
only  necessary  to  repeat  here  the  resolutions  as  passed  by 
the  delegates.  The  resolutions  are  recommendations  to  the 
vaiious  Boards  represented  at  the  Conference : 

Preliminary  Examination. 

That  algebra  and  Euclid  be  included  in  all  Preliminary 
examinations. 


Victoria. 

Mr.  Jas.  Lacey 
Mr.  S.  S.  Strutt 
Mr.  H.  A.  Woolnough 
Mr.  H.  W.  Shillinglaw  (Regis- 
trar) 


Western  Australia. 

Mr.  E.  W.  W.  Majhew  (Presi- 
dent and  Registrar). 


That  the  examination  include  either  Coesar  or  Virgil,  or  any 
other  standard  work,  be  translated  into  English,  and  a  passage 
from  English  into  Latin  as  a  minimum. 

That  the  minimum  of  time  allowed  for  each  subject  at  Pre- 
liminary examinations  be  two  hours. 

That  in  all  Preliminary  examinations  a  candidate  must  obtain 
50  per  cent,  of  marks  in  each  subject,  and  in  the  whole  a  per- 
centage of  60,  on  an  average,  for  a  pass. 

That  a  candidate  be  allowed  to  re-present  himself  for  examina- 
tion in  any  single  subject,  provided  he  obtains  sixty  marks  in  all 
subjects  except  that  in  which  he  failed. 

Intermediate  Exam ination. 

The  Conference  affirm  the  desirability  of  holding  an  Inter- 
mediate examination. 

The  Conference  suggest  that  some  questions  on  pharmaceutical 
Latin  and  the  grammatical  construction  of  prescriptions  be 
included  in  the  Intermediate  examination,  and  that  Ince's 
"Latin  Grammar  of  Pharmicy  "  be  recommended  as  the  text- 
book. 

That  questions  on  doses  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  be  included  in 
the  Intermediate  examination. 

Final  Examination. 

That  in  all  Final  examinations  an  average  of  60  per  cent.,  with 
a  minimum  of  50  per  cent,  in  each  subject,  shall  be  necessary  for 
a  pass. 

That  the  Final  examination  shall  consist  of  practical  pharmacy, 
and  shall  include  botany,  chemistry,  and  materia'  medica,  as 
applied  to  the  subject. 

That  the  Final  examination  shall  consist  of  practical  pharmacy, 
which  shall  be  understood  to  ojmprise  all  subjects  previously 
covered  by  the  examination  a3  applied  to  pharmacy  and  the  dis- 
pensing of  prescriptions. 

That  the  number  oi  dispensing  exercises  for  each  candidate 
shall  include  not  less  than  three  items. 

That  a  selection  of  questions  with  value  attached  to  each  be 
given  in  each  examination-paper. 

The  Conference  affirms  the  desirability  of  drawing  up  a  uniform 
list  of  text-books  for  the  use  of  students. 

That  it  be  required  of  candidates  in  each  State  that  they  be 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  Poisons  Act  in  the  State  in  which 
they  are  examined,  on  which  subject  questions  will  be  put  to  them 
in  the  Final  examination. 

The  Conference  affirms  the  desirability  of  not  disclosing  to 
candidates  the  number  of  marks  they  have  gained  in  the  Final 
examination,  but  in  the  event  of  a  failure  the  candidate  may  be 
told  the  subject  or  subjects  in  which  he  has  failed. 

That  it  is  desirable  that  the  pass  examination-certificate  should 
be  endorsed  "  with  honour "  when  a  candidate  has  obtained  80  per 
cent,  in  all  subjects. 

The  Conference  recommend  that  the  alterations  advised  in  the 
Final  examination  come  into  operation  not  later  than  January, 
1905. 


QUmmentum  GereMntbinae  B.fl>. 

By  Wm.  A.  Kkight,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


PREPARED  according  to  the  official  directions,  this  lini- 
ment requires  long  and  tiring  trituration  to  attain  the 
official  requirement  of  a  thick  creamy  emulsion,"  and  hence 
the  preparation  is  dispensed  of  varying  degrees  of  thickness, 
according  to  the  patience  and  persistency  of  the  operator 
and  the  strength  of  his  wrist.  The  following  method  requires 
little  manipulation,  and  the  product  is  always  of  a  uniform 
consistence. 

For  the  official  quantity,  heat  1 J  oz.  of  soft  soap  with  5  oz. 
water  in  an  enamelled-iron  dish  over  a  bunsen  flame  until  a 
complete  solution  is  effected;  remove  from  the  source  of 
heat  and  add  4  oz.  oil  of  turpentine  ;  stir  with  a  pestle  for  a 
couple  of  seconds  and  pour  the  resulting  "  primary  emul- 
sion "  into  a  bottle ;  add  1  oz.  camphor  dissolved  in  9  oz.  of 
oil  of  turpentine,  shake  once  or  twice,  and  make  up  to  a  pint 
with  water. 

No  violent  shaking  or  trituration  is  required,  and  the 
product  is  a  thick  cream.  It  may  be  mixed  with  another 
pint  of  turpentine  and  is  even  then  inseparable.  It  might 
be  objected  that  the  process  involves  some  loss  of  oil  by 
volatilisation,  but  the  loss  is  not  greater  than  is  caused  by  the 
prolonged  trituration  in  the  usual  method.  This  slight  loss 
may,  however,  be  avoided  by  pouring  the  soap-solution  into 
the  oil  contained  in  a  wide- mouthed  bottle. 


